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From the second Apex in which | chose to explore chapbooks, | came across several that were
strictly ABC books or included the alphabet in the first pages. As | have long been obsessed
with the alphabet but mostly in the sense of decorative wall
samplers, my interest was piqued. Later, researching
illustrators for a subsequent Apex | came across Walter
Crane’s The Absurd ABC and | thought it was quite clever and
then | suddenly remembered Christmas 1987 when | had the
pleasure of working part-time at a bookstore in the mall
(remember when there were Waldenbooks in malls!) That
year, the only book anyone wanted was was Animalia by

Graeme Base. We had stacks of requests and shipments

could not keep up with demand. From that | just started
thinking about what ABC books were published in between the two | mentioned. Not having
children, nor working much with children, | really had no idea and so | started the process.

Through Archive.org | was able to gather a nice assortment of early

works but there wasn’t always the information available in order to do an
in-depth study of many of the publications. Also not all were aimed at
children. Another consideration of the materials | located, is that some
authors and publishers use the ‘abc’ device as a way to organize and

offer information on a variety of subjects from gardening to

housekeeping. b &
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While | found information in reference materials like encyclopedias and online sources like
Biography in Context through Gale, | did not locate any useful scholarly articles regarding the
history of the alphabet book. There were many on the usefulness of alphabet books in the
educational process but none that focused on the history of the book, the art work, the sizes, the
audience etc. For that reason alone, | think that my project filled a need if only for me. There
has to be someone else who found the links between the continents, the techniques and the
rhyme as interesting as | did!

In reading biographical sketches of the author/illustrators, it brought to light the other
artists that had influences on each other. | had never heard of C. B. Falls but found his book
through a search on Archive.org. But when reading his sketch, the writer of his biography
speculated that he had been influenced by William Nicholson, so that mere mention of
Nicholson lead me to find out more about him. | was really blown away by Nicholson’s work
and can see how Fall’'s may have been influenced by him. | think that Nicholson’s work was a
nice addition to the project but | might not have found him if | hadn’t read that particular
biography sketch of Falls.

A limitation to my approach of creating a video was the sheer time it took to “talk” versus
“write”. A lengthy paragraph was more than a minute long to record and | feared that my video
may have gotten a bit lengthy. And while there were several more books | would have liked to
have included such as Tasha Tudor’s A is for Annabelle which is such a classic from the 1950’s
and also Bill Martin’s Chicka Chicka Boom Boom, | felt like | had to streamline the presentation

for a more focused approach.
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