Primary Source Detectives
A Cross-Curricular Unit for Eighth Grade Students

Lesson 3:  Primary Source Detective Training

This lesson in its entirety consists of two sections:

1.  Complete lesson outline

2.  Teacher notes and instructions
(This contains copies of websites that are shown on Smartboard to the kids.  Hope it isn’t too confusing.)
1. Complete Lesson Outline

Objectives
At the close of the lessons, students will be able to

· distinguish between examples and non-examples of primary sources; and,

· list three factors than lend credibility to a primary source.
Materials 
VCR or DVD player, Video or DVD The Great Mouse Detective (Walt Disney) 
Example primary and secondary sources

Student handouts for Activity 2

Smartboard or other mode to view image sources

Preparation

1.  Cue up video/DVD.


2.  Bookmark websites to be used for easy retrieval.


3.  Review teacher notes on evaluating primary sources.

Springboard/Interest Builder

Without prior discussion, begin class with a clip from The Great Mouse Detective.  A timely scene occurs when Basil first appears in the movie.  He is examining a bullet to determine if it could’ve been used in the crime he is investigating.  Following the clip, ask students, “What does a detective do?” and “What makes a good detective?”  Explain that today THEY are going to train to become detectives of the past.
Review 

1. With a partner, have students recall and note down the definition of ‘primary source’ and describe why they are so crucial to the study of history.  (From Lesson 1)  

2.  Review the responses of student pairs through class-wide discussion, and then ask students to give examples of different types of primary sources.  (From Lesson 2)

Activity A:  Examples and Non-Examples


This activity is a bridge from Lesson 2.  Students have been shown different types of primary sources; now they will be given both primary and secondary sources and learn to distinguish between them.


Read/show each of three examples.  Let the students respond to the question, “Is this a primary source or a secondary source, and why?”  (These examples are included in teacher notes.)
Activity B:  Believable or Not?


Present material on evaluating primary sources (see teacher notes).  Discuss as a class.  


Use Smartboard to view preset sources online—as a class, determine (using criteria just presented) whether each source is credible or not.

Assessment


To check understanding, end class by asking students to evaluate two sources that will be on the Smartboard.  On their paper, they are to write credible or not credible and why.  Assure them that this is not for a grade, but for the teacher’s benefit only.
2. Teacher Notes and Instructions
For Review
Primary Source:  A primary source is firsthand testimony or direct evidence of 
an event or topic. It is written or created at the time under study or by a person directly involved in the event. (Young, 2004)  
Types of Primary Sources:  Documents of government and law

 Personal and business letters
 Diaries and journals

 Newspaper and periodical articles 
 Photographs

 News footage 
 Speeches

-Created works such as art, music, drama, film, novels, poetry and relics can also be primary sources (but we won’t tackle these in eighth grade!)
For Activity A
Example 1:

http://docsouth.unc.edu/ames/menu.html
From A NEW ENGLAND
WOMAN'S DIARY in DIXIE 
in 1865

By 
MARY AMES

SPRINGFIELD
1906



Page verso

Copyright, 1906 By MARY AMES

The Plimpton Press Norwood Mass. U. S. A.


We landed after breakfast, and walked to the place where we took the oath of allegiance to the United States. We called upon Mr. Dodge, and found 
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with him five or six teachers. We were not cordially received, and evidently were not wanted, and were advised to proceed to Charleston and report to Mr. Redpath, who was in charge of the Freedmen's Bureau there.

        We met a Mr. Blake from New Haven, a pleasant young man, who offered to escort us to Charleston. He is employed by the Boston society to look after forlorn females who come as teachers.

        At eight in the evening, we left Hilton Head on a small steamer loaded with soldiers on their way to Charleston, to be discharged from service. There was no place for us. We had to sit the long night through, on a 
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bench with no back, surrounded by soldiers smoking, playing cards, and telling stories--the longest night I ever knew.
Example 2:

http://valley.vcdh.virginia.edu/HIUS403/freedmen/overview.html
The Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen and Abandoned Lands was established in March 3, 1865 after two years of bitter debate. The Freedmen Bureau, as it was commonly called, was to address all matters concerning refugees and freedmen within the states that were under reconstruction. The Bureau was not appropriated a budget of its own, but was instead commissioned as a subsidiary of the War Department and depended upon it for funds and staff. (Lawson and McGary 63) 

The Freedmen's Bureau was headed by Commissioner General O. O. Howard who was appointed by President Andrew Johnson with the consent of the Senate. Commissioner Howard was received a salary of $3,000 and gave $50,000 in bonds. Assistant Commissioners were appointed to each of the ten states under reconstruction in the same manner. The Assistant Commissioner received a salary of $2,500 and gave $20,000 bond. The salaries of other positions were not stated in the bill, so the majority of the positions in the Bureau were filled by army officers. (Pierce 44) 

In the beginning, the Freedmen's Bureau did not suffer from lack of funding. The Bureau sold and rented lands in the South which had been confiscated during the war. However, President Johnson undermined the Bureau's funding by returning all lands to the pre-Civil War owners in 1866. After this point, freed slaves lost access to lands and the Bureau lost its primary source of funding. 

Discussion—Example 1 is primary; example 2 is secondary.
For Activity B

-There is unprecedented availability of primary sources thanks to the Internet.  Academic Libraries have digitized many sources and made them accessible to us.  For example:

http://docsouth.unc.edu/ames/menu.html
(Show students this page and explain how it came online.  The Library of Congress has links to primary source collections at universities all across America.  This diary is housed at the University of North Carolina.  It has been scanned and linked to the LOC primary source listing.)

Mary Ames, 1831-1903

From a New England Woman's Diary in Dixie in 1865. 

Springfield, Mass.: [s. n.], 1906.

[image: image1.jpg]



Full Text (125 p., ca. 95K) 
Now go to this website:

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/browse/ListAll.php

It is the List All Catalogs page from the LOC primary source site.  Show students the variety in time period and type of source that is available.

Explain that the LOC, we know, is a reputable site, but what about others?

Especially important, since we are viewing a TRANSCRIPT or SCANNED IMAGE of most sources, not the actual source!

Present criteria for evaluating primary sources:

http://www.lib.washington.edu/subject/History/RUSA/
Take the students to this site, and talk with them through the criteria given for evaluation of primary sources:


1.  Source—Who is responsible for the site?


2.  Purpose—What is the purpose or reason for the site?


3.  Origin—How are we viewing the information?  A scanned image?  A 

transcription of text?

This site is very thorough in its explanations of source, purpose and origin—what kinds of sources, purposes and origins are most trustworthy and why.

Here is the pasted information from this site:

Evaluating Primary Source Web Sites

Before relying on the information provided by a website, examine and understand the purpose of the website. While the purpose might not affect the accuracy of the primary source material it contains, it might indicate that the material has been altered or manipulated in some way to change or influence its meaning. Sometimes sites use primary source material to persuade the reader to a particular point of view, distorting the contents in obvious or subtle ways. Also, sites can use primary source material haphazardly, without appropriately choosing, inspecting, or citing the work. 

In general, look for websites with a non-biased, balanced approach to presenting sources. Websites produced by educational or governmental institution often are more reliable than personal websites, but government sites may be subject to propaganda. 

	



	· Who is responsible for the website? Hints from URLs


Many URLs (Uniform Resource Locator or web site address) include the name and type of organization sponsoring the webpage. The 3-letter domain codes and 2-letter country codes provide hints on the type of organization. Common domain codes are:

Domain
Sample Address
.edu = educational institution

http://docsouth.unc.edu
.gov = US government site

http://memory.loc.gov
.org = organization or association

http://www.theaha.org
.com = commercial site

http://www.historychannel.com 

.museum = museum

http://nc.history.museum
.net = personal or other site

http://www.californiahistory.net

	· More Info...


	



	· Who is responsible for the website? Check for an Author


Look for the name of the author or organization responsible for the page. Look for the following information:

· Credentials -- who is the author or organization and what sort of qualifications do they have? 

· Contact address -- is an email or some other contact information given? 

· "About" link -- is there an "about," "background," or "philosophy" link that provides author or organizational information? 
	· More Info...


	



	· Is there a clear purpose or reason for this site?


Websites can be created for a variety of purposes: to disseminate information, provide access to collections, support teaching, sell products, persuade, etc. Discovering the purpose can help determine the reliability of the site and the information it provides. 

Some pages explicitly state their purpose, others do not. To find information about the purpose:

· Check for an "about" link -- these links often provide some information about the purpose of the site. 

· Find the homepage for the site -- sometimes page includes the "about" link or other clues on the purpose of the organization sponsoring the site. 

· Look for an agenda -- are documents slanted in some way to persuade you?. If the purpose of the website is to persuade, you should examine the material very closely before accepting it as fact. 
	· Examples


	






	· Determining the Origin of the Document


In a website of primary sources it is important to determine where the author got the documents. The best sites clearly state the source of the original material. Different factors need to be considered based on the format of the document and type of site:

· Scanned image of a document 
The image of scanned documents usually illustrates what the original documents look like. The origin of the documents at a website may be determined by the creator of the website. For example, the Library of Congress website generally supplies documents from its own manuscript collections, but providing in-house documents is not always possible.Sometimes, websites will present texts from other document collections, or may provide links to documents at other websites. 

· Transcribed document 
Transcribed documents do not illustrate the original image of the document but only provide the content in plain text format. It is important to discover the original source of transcribed documents to determine if the transcription is complete and accurate. The source, which may be the original documents or published editions, should be cited. 

· Links to external documents 
Metasites that link to external documents and web sites that use frames require you to track down the original website for the documents for evaluation purposes. A reliable website may link to a document in another not so reliable site and vice-versa. 
	· Examples


	



	· What Do Others Say About the Web Site?


Check to see if the web site is reviewed:

· Look up the web site in reputable history subject directories such as History Matters and the History Guide 

· See if the site has been reviewed in the Internet Scout Project. Also check printed reviews. 

· Find out what other webpages link to the web site. How many links are there? What kinds of sites are they? 

· Do a link search in Google. 
	· Examples


	



	· Is the Content Clearly Explained, Organized, and Accessible?


Good web design not only makes an electronic resource easier to use, it is also one indication that the content has been provided, and is being maintained, by a trustworthy source. Although standards of what constitutes "good web design" vary widely, clarity, simplicity and easily-understandable navigational cues are some of the obvious signs. Some considerations are:

· Pages that are legible with clear explanations. 

· Obvious navigational aid that provide access to documents and obvious links on every webpage to the homepage. 

· Individual urls for each document for ease of linking and citation information. 

· Clear instructions about special software requirements. 
	· Examples


	



	· What is the Format of the Documents? 


An electronic version of a primary source can be either a scanned image of the original document (a facsimile) or an ASCII text or word processed version, created by re-keying the content of the document or by using optical character recognition (OCR) to convert the image of the document into text. Ideally, a primary source on the web should be made available in both forms when originals are difficult to read and to provide keyword searching of the text. Facsimiles reproduce the layout, illustrations and other non-verbal information contained in the original document, and they allow the researcher to check the accuracy of other editions or versions of the document. ASCII text versions can be searched, quoted from easily (by copying into word-processing software) and they provide a back-up for illegible portions of facsimiles. 
	· Examples


	



	· Is There a Fee For Use? 


Fee-based sites must be weighed against their value. It is possible that the same content, or similar content, is available through another electronic source free of charge. Public, school, and academic libraries may offer free access to fee based electronic collections of primary resources. 
	


Written by the Instruction & Research Services Committee of the Reference and User Service Association History Section in the American Library Association. Committee members include Nancy Godleski, David Lincove (chair), Theresa Mudrock, Edward Oetting, Jennifer Schwartz, Joe Toth, Kendra Van Cleave, and Celestina Wroth.
For Assessment

Present the following two sources on the Smartboard; ask students to write on paper if each is credible, using the criteria we have discussed.  Collect papers.

Example 1: 

http://www.hti.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/pageviewer-idx?c=moa;cc=moa;g=moagrp;xc=1;sid=5f150d66486dbb7a51bb31e393c6f2f4;q1=Livermore;rgn=full%20text;idno=4728109.0001.001;view=image;seq=00000188

This page is from: The story of my life ; or, The sunshine and shadow of seventy years / by Mary A. Livermore ... with hitherto unrecorded incidents and recollections of three years' experience as an army nurse in the great Civil War, and reminiscences of twenty-five years'...

(pg. 280)
We saw Dick throw up his hands in dismay, and heard his
quick characteristic exclamation, " Gracious Goodness! "
Then turning to us, he made a trumpet of his hands, and
shouted at the top of his voice, " Pa's mill's burned up, an'
the cooper's shop, an' the blacksmith's forge, an' everything!"
We hastened to the spot where the three men were
standing, for this was astounding news. Levi Bridgman
was plied with questions, but, beyond the fact that the fire
was discovered about midnight, was then beyond control,
and that only the account books were saved from the conflagration, he could tell nothing. It seemed impossible that
the fire could have been other than incendiary at this season
of the year There had been no fire in any of the buildings
for several weeks past, and there was an entire absence of
combustible material about the premises. But then, why
should the fire have been set, and who was the incendiary?
" Has there been any trouble between Bryson and the
hands? " inquired Mr. Henderson. "Any dissatisfaction
among the field servants?"
"Not to my knowledge;" replied Miller Bridgman.

Author: Livermore, Mary Ashton Rice, 1820-1905.

Title: The story of my life ; or, The sunshine and shadow of seventy years / by Mary A. Livermore ... with hitherto unrecorded incidents and recollections of three years' experience as an army nurse in the great Civil War, and reminiscences of twenty-five years' experiences on the lecture platform ... to which is added six of her most popular lectures ... with portraits and one hundred and twenty engravings from designs by eminent artists ...

Publication date: 1897.

Example 2:
http://www.white-history.com/wannsee_english.htm

I have only copied and pasted a short portion of this very long transcript.

The Wannsee Protocol

This English text of the Wannsee protocol is based on the official U.S. government translation prepared for evidence in trials at Nuremberg, as reproduced in John Mendelsohn, ed., The Holocaust: Selected Documents in Eighteen Volumes Vol. 11: The Wannsee Protocol and a 1944 Report on Auschwitz by the Office of Strategic Services (New York: Garland, 1982), 18-32. 



 Stamp: Top Secret

 Minutes of discussion.

 I.   The following persons took part in the discussion about the final solution of the Jewish question which took place in Berlin, am Grossen Wannsee No. 56/58 on 20 January 1942.

Gauleiter Dr. Meyer and Reichsamtleiter Dr. Leibbrandt -  Reich Ministry for the Occupied Eastern territories

Secretary of State Dr. Stuckart  - Reich Ministry for the Interior

Secretary of State Neumann - Plenipotentiary for the Four Year Plan

Secretary of State Dr. Freisler - Reich Ministry of Justice

Secretary of State Dr. Buehler - Office of the Government General

Under Secretary of State Dr. Luther - Foreign Office

Explanation:

The Wannsee Protocol is a Nazi document dated January 20, 1942, providing the blueprint for the systematic murder of European Jews. The url provides some information about the sponsoring organization of the site (http://www.white-history.com/wannsee_english.htm). By backtracking the url to http://www.white-history.com/ you come to the homepage of the March of the Titans - A History of the White Race. This page provides the perspective of the website creator who states, "Most importantly of all, revealed in this work is the one true cause of the rise and fall of the world's greatest empires - that all civilizations rise and fall according to their racial homogeneity and nothing else - a nation can survive wars, defeats, natural catastrophes, but not racial dissolution." A page would not be the most reliable of sources for information on the Holocaust.

(Explanation from http://www.lib.washington.edu/subject/History/RUSA/ )

End of Lesson—tomorrow we meet in the Media Center!
