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Student Audience

Fairfield Elementary, located in the heart of downtown Fort Wayne, Indiana is a school of approximately 600 students in grades preK-5.  The student population is diverse, consisting of Hispanic (41%), black (34%), white (14%), multiracial (6%) and Asian (4%) students, as well as a large population of special education and English language learners.  The majority of students lives in urban Fort Wayne and come from low-income families, over 90% receiving free or reduced lunch.  Fairfield is a Title One funded school with ISTEP scores below the state average.  

This project is designed for the second grade students at Fairfield.  These students have very basic information literacy entry skills, and will require much assistance from the teacher and media specialist during this project.  For many, this will be their first introduction to using an information inquiry model, and it will be important to help them understand the process along the way.  In addition, many of the students are below grade level in basic reading and writing skills.  Fairfield has a strong emphasis on incorporating technology in the classroom, and for that reason, students are familiar with computers and the internet.  Students have experience using laptops for word processing and online research.  In addition, many teachers attempt to use various forms of technology and media in their classroom instruction.

The student population at Fairfield is very diverse, especially in regards to race, ethnicity, religion and cultural background.  Many of the families represented at Fairfield have immigrated from Asian and African countries and Mexico.  On a daily basis, students at Fairfield are likely to hear classmates speaking in another language or wearing clothing that is different from their own.  Each child’s family traditions, cultural customs and religious beliefs are evident to some extent, but students rarely have the chance to share these aspects of their lives or to learn about their classmates in these ways.  This project is a way for students to learn not only about the diversity represented by families of the world, but also by the families represented in their own classrooms.  Students will be able to make many real-life connections as they discover the similarities and differences of families in the United States and here in Fort Wayne.

Overview of Unit: Fairfield Families

The objectives of this unit are two-fold.  The students will be introduced to a useful model of information inquiry through the meaningful exploration of various and differing families.  Students will learn about and compare different family groups and their traditions, customs, religions, etc. and at the same time gain valuable experience in the process of identifying information needs, gathering, evaluating and synthesizing information, and creating and sharing a product that communicates their new knowledge with others.  This unit will meet the following content standards in the area of social studies and information literacy standards:

Grade Two Social Studies Standards

Standard 5:  Individuals, Society, and Culture

2.5.2 Explain how individuals are members of many different groups and compare and contrast the expectations of behavior in different groups.

2.5.3 Compare the ways people learn traditions in different cultures.

2.5.5 Identify people of different ages, cultural backgrounds, traditions, and careers and explain how they contribute to the community.

Information Literacy Standards for Student Learning

Standard 1 The student who is information literate accesses information efficiently and effectively.
Standard 2 The student who is information literate evaluates information critically and competently.
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Standard 3 The student who is information literate uses information  accurately and creatively.

In this unit, students will be introduced to the book Families by Susan Kuklin, and will be given two tasks to complete as a class.  First, they will be asked to create a “sequel” to this book by finding out more about the cultures, religions, races, etc. represented by each family.  The second task will be for them to create a similar book titled “Fairfield Families,” which will showcase each student’s family and the aspects that make them unique.  
Dr. Annette Lamb’s 8Ws of Information Inquiry will be the model used in this project.  Students will be taken through the model twice, once for each of the tasks described above.  In this way, students will become more familiar with each step of the process and the ways in which each step can be used to reach different goals.

The second grade classroom teachers and the library media specialist will work together to guide the students through this unit.  Of course, this collaboration will require extensive planning.  The teacher and LMS will need to work out logistics of who will introduce each portion of the unit, teach each lesson, and create the appropriate materials.  A schedule will also need to be created that allows both the classroom teacher and the LMS time to work with the students throughout the process.  The teacher and LMS will certainly spend time in planning and preparation prior to the beginning of the unit, and will need to provide constant feedback and communication as the unit progresses.  Specific responsibilities for the classroom teacher and LMS are included in the description that follows.

TASK 1: CREATING A SEQUEL TO “FAMILIES”

Watching-exploring

In this initial stage of the unit, children will be introduced to a variety of real-life families through Susan Kuklin’s book, Families.  The LMS and the classroom teacher will each take time to read sections from this book to the students over a two week period.  Students will be encouraged to watch and explore the information presented in the written description and photographs of each family.  For each family, students will complete a Watching and Wondering Worksheet.  This will be an opportunity for them to record what they have learned about the family, what they have found most interesting, and what they are still curious to know about the family.  

Wondering –questioning

After the initial period of exploring the book, students will be given their first task: to create a sequel to the book by finding out more about the cultures, religions, traditions and customs of the families.  The classroom teacher will put the students in small groups and encourage them to reflect on their watching experience by sharing and discussing the Watching and Wondering Worksheets that they have completed.  Each group will then select one family that they would like to investigate further.  The LMS will work with each group to formulate a list of three questions that they have about this family’s culture, religion, traditions, customs, etc.  

Webbing-searching

Wiggling-evaluating

With well-formulated questions in hand, groups will then work in the media center to locate information to answer these questions.  The LMS and classroom teacher will assist students in locating print and electronic resources that might contain the information to answer their questions.  Students will use the Webbing and Wiggling Worksheets to record their sources and the information they find.  

Weaving –synthesizing

After students have gathered what they deem to be a sufficient amount of information, they will begin the process of synthesizing this information to effectively answer their initial questions.  At this point, each group will conference with either the classroom teacher or LMS to share what they have learned and determine whether or not the information they’ve gathered effectively answers the questions posed.  During this meeting, the teacher or LMS will assist students in writing one paragraph to address each question.  Students will be encouraged to develop a main idea and two supporting statements for each paragraph, based on the information that they have gathered.   


Wrapping-creating

Waving -communicating

Each group will then be responsible for creating one page in the class’s sequel book to Families.  Groups will use Microsoft Word to attractively format the paragraphs they have written.  Groups will share their completed page with each other and offer feedback.  The entire book will be compiled by the LMS and placed on display in the library.

TASK 2: CREATING “FAIRFIELD FAMILIES”

Watching-exploring

Students will be given the second task: to create a Fairfield Families book, similar to Susan Kuklin’s book, but showcasing their own family and the families of their classmates.  They will begin this process once again by watching.  The classroom teacher and LMS will each lead several discussions about the various traditions, customs, and unique aspects of the students’ families.  After each discussion, the students will again complete a Watching and Wondering Worksheet, recording what they learned from the discussion, what they found most interesting, and what they would still like to know about their classmates.

Wondering –questioning

The classroom teacher will assign each student a partner to interview for the book.  Before the interview, and with the guidance of the LMS, each student will develop a set of questions to use when interviewing their partner.  

Webbing-searching

Students will once again search for information, this time about a different family (their partner’s) and using a different source (their partner).  Each student will conduct an interview using the questions they have developed and record the information they gather from their partner on a Webbing Worksheet.  Families will also be invited to attend a Fairfield Family Festival, giving students an opportunity to actually meet their partner’s family members and learn more about the family in this way.  At this festival, each interviewer will also take digital photos of the subject and his or her family to be included in the book.

Wiggling-evaluating 

Weaving –synthesizing

With the help of the LMS, students will assess the information they have gathered from the interview and also from meeting their partner’s family.  They will use Kidspiration to create a graphic organizer displaying the information they have gathered, evaluating the relevance and usefulness of each information tidbit along the way.  Once their information is organized in this way, the classroom teacher will assist them in writing 3-5 paragraphs about their partners family, highlighting some of the traditions, customs, religious beliefs, etc. that make that family unique.

Wrapping-creating

Students will then use a template in Microsoft Publisher and instructions provided by the classroom teacher to create a two-page spread showcasing their partner’s family.  Included on these pages will be their written paragraphs and the snapshots of the student and his or her family.  The pages will be bound into a book and given the title “Fairfield Families.”
Waving –communicating 

The completed book will again be displayed in the library for the entire school to see.  The book will also be sent home with each student to share with his or her family on a rotating basis.

Wishing-assessing

Throughout the unit, students will maintain a binder of all materials related to the project.  At least twice during the process, the classroom teacher or LMS will examine the student’s work and provide feedback.  Students will also have the opportunity for self-checks along the way using a checklist for each task.  Rubrics will be used to evaluate the final product in each task.  Students and their families will also be given the opportunity to share their comments on the project with other students, the classroom teacher, and the LMS through a journal that will be routed home with the Fairfield Families book. 

Information Inquiry Model

While there is a wide variety of information inquiry models available for student researchers, Daniel Callison notes that nearly all boil down to five basic concepts that are essential to the process: questioning, exploration, assimilation, inference, and reflection.

Annette Lamb’s 8Ws of Information Inquiry follows this pattern as well, but with a fun alliterative twist and with several of the steps expanded to allow for more a detailed and comprehensive understanding of that which is involved.  The 8Ws are a good choice for this unit and for students at a second grade level because the steps are memorable and easily understood.  Second graders will enjoy the idea of wiggling, webbing and wishing as part of their classroom experience, and are likely to remember the processes involved in these steps because of their catchy names.  

The 8Ws are also easily adaptable.  In the two tasks included in this unit, some of the steps are combined into one basic process.  For example, in the first task, webbing and wiggling seem to go hand in hand.  Students will search for information, evaluating the usefulness of the information and the sources as they go.  For second graders, a simple worksheet of well-defined questions will assist them in this process.  In the second task, wiggling and weaving are more closely related.  Students will gather information first and then evaluate it as it is organized.  This flexibility is possible because each of the 8Ws is carefully related to a specific type of activity, yet still definable by the project itself.

One objective of this unit is to introduce and familiarize students with the process of information inquiry, and specifically with the 8Ws model.  By working their way through the model twice, students will hopefully become familiar and more comfortable with each step, and more likely to use this process in the future.  Students will learn that the model and process remains the same even when the content, information sources, and final product are different.  This will help them to see that information inquiry can be used the same way for many different purposes, and that the information skills they are learning now can be employed in many situations.

The difficulty in implementing this model of information inquiry in the second grade classroom lies in the danger of getting caught up in the “right” way to do things, rather than in learning from the process.  Students may feel that they are not “wiggling correctly” or that they have started to web before completing the wondering stage.  It will be important for the teacher and LMS to demonstrate how the process can be adapted and that the steps are not always followed in a perfectly linear order.  In addition, it is necessary for students to grasp and internalize the many information skills presented in addition to memorizing the process as a whole.
Two important steps in the information inquiry process are Webbing and Wiggling.  According to Annette Lamb, Webbing “directs students to locate, search for, and connect ideas and information,” while Wiggling requires students to “evaluate content, along with twisting and turning information looking for clues, ideas, and perspectives.”  These two steps might also be referred to as Searching and Evaluating.  Evaluating is often the most difficult portion of inquiry for young students.  

Many times, it is completely overlooked by students who are satisfied simply to have found an answer.  In fact, many other models for information inquiry also sidestep this important part of the process.  For example, Carol Kuhlthau’s Information Search Process skips right from Collecting Information to Preparing to Present, without a mention of evaluating information and sources.  Even the very popular Big6 model fails to thoroughly address the issue of evaluation.  In this model, after locating and accessing information, students move on to using the information by extracting what is relevant from each source.  While this implies some amount of evaluation of the information’s usefulness, little is said about thinking critically about the source.

Pathways to Knowledge, the model created by Pappas and Tepe includes evaluation as part of the fourth step: Interpretation.  During Interpretation, students must analyze, synthesize and evaluate information.  Notice that this is similar to the process found in the 8Ws model.  However, Dr. Lamb goes one step further to separate evaluation from analysis and synthesis, making sure that students are aware of the importance of evaluating their information and sources.  Using the 8Ws model allows the teacher and LMS in this unit to really focus a portion of instruction on the Wiggling stage.  The lessons that address both Webbing and Wiggling are outlined in greater detail below.

These lessons introduce students to basic research materials and strategies for gathering information as well as a simple exercise to test the appropriateness and accuracy of each source.  Information literacy standards addressed in these exercises include the student’s ability to identify potential sources of information and practice successful strategies for locating information (Information Literacy Standard 1) as well as determine the accuracy, relevance and comprehensiveness of a source and identify inaccurate or misleading information (Information Literacy Standard 2).  Students will explore these new concepts within the context of the assigned task: further investigation into the traits that make their chosen family unique.  Through this inquiry process, students will begin to understand, identify and compare various cultural differences between families and will gain a greater appreciation for the ways in which these differences enhance the community (Social Studies Standard 2.5.5).

Lesson Plan: Task 1: Webbing and Wiggling

Standards Addressed:


Standard 1 The student who is information literate accesses information efficiently and effectively.
· Indicator 4. Identifies a variety of potential sources of information

· Indicator 5. Develops and uses successful strategies for locating information
Standard 2 The student who is information literate evaluates

information critically and competently.

· Indicator 1. Determines accuracy, relevance, and comprehensiveness

· Indicator 3. Identifies inaccurate and misleading information

Social Studies Standard 2.5.5 Identify people of different ages, cultural backgrounds, traditions, and careers and explain how they contribute to the community.

Objectives:

· Students will recognize encyclopedias, non-fiction books, websites, and people as possible sources of information.

· Students will locate information within an encyclopedia.

· Students will locate and use the table of contents and index in non-fiction books.

· Students will access information from a website.

· Students will access information through interviews with individuals.

· Students will record information gathered from sources.

· Students will cite essential bibliographic information from various sources (title, author, web address, etc.).

· Students will compare and contrast information gathered from various sources.

· Students will determine the accuracy and relevancy of information gathered.

· Students will recognize inaccurate information through comparison.

Procedure:

· Library Media Specialist will introduce students to various information resources including encyclopedias, non-fiction books, websites, and individuals.

· Library Media Specialist will model the successful strategies for locating information in an encyclopedia.  Key steps to be addressed include:

· Locating the correct volume

· Using guide words to locate the desired article

· Identifying the heading, content, keywords, and illustrations in an article

· Reading the article and recording relevant information

· Locating and recording the title and author/publisher of the encyclopedia

· Students will practice successful strategies for locating information in an encyclopedia, using the questions they have formulated.  Students will record relevant information on the Webbing and Wiggling Worksheet.

· Library Media Specialist will model successful strategies for locating information in a non-fiction book.  Key steps to be addressed include:

· Locating the table of contents and index

· Browsing table of contents for key words 

· Using guide words to locate key words in the index

· Using key words in the table of contents or index to locate desired information in the book

· Skimming and reading portions of the book and recording relevant information

· Locating and recording the title and author of the book

· Students will practice successful strategies for locating information in a non-fiction book, using the questions they have formulated.  Students will record relevant information on the Webbing and Wiggling Worksheet.

· Classroom Teacher will model successful strategies for locating information on a website.  Key steps to be addressed include:

· Identifying possible websites from a list of links

· Locating and using a website’s navigation bar

· Locating and using a website’s search feature 

· Using key words to locate information within a website

· Skimming and reading website content and recording relevant information

· Students will practice successful strategies for locating information in a website, using the questions they have formulated.  Students will record relevant information on the Webbing and Wiggling Worksheet.

· Classroom Teacher will discuss with students how people can also be sources of information.  Key ideas to be addressed include:

· Locating possible individuals with information on desired topic

· Creating appropriate interview questions

· Recording information from an interview (in written, audio and visual formats)

· Students will practice interviewing individuals, using the questions they have formulated.  Students will record relevant information on the Webbing and Wiggling Worksheet.

· Students will compare information gathered from various sources and recorded on the Webbing and Wiggling Worksheet.  Students will verify the accuracy and comprehensiveness of information gathered from each source by comparing it with similar information gathered from other sources.  Students will cross out information that is in contrast to the rest (most likely this is inaccurate information).  Students will also circle information that is most complete and often repeated among sources (most likely this is the most accurate and useful information).

Evaluation Tool:


The classroom teacher and LMS will observe and assist the students as they practice the modeled strategies for locating information in these various sources.  Notes will be made about the students’ progress with each type of source.  The classroom teacher will also use the students’ Webbing and Wiggling Worksheet as an assessment tool for this lesson.  This worksheet, in addition to observation, will provide evidence of whether students have mastered the skills and concepts presented in this lesson.  Students (as well as the lesson in general) will be considered successful if they meet the prescribed objectives including locating information in each type of source, citing sources, recording relevant information, evaluating information through comparison, identifying accurate, comprehensive, useful information, and recognizing inaccuracies.

The following is a sample of student work on the Webbing and Wiggling Worksheet used in this lesson.

Task 1: Webbing and Wiggling Worksheet

Your name:      Suzy Brown                                                                                .
	
	Encyclopedia
	Non-Fiction Book
	Website
	Interview

	Title 

Author

Publisher

Web Address


	World Book Encyclopedia

World Book, Inc.
	Judaism

Geoff Teece
	Judaism for Children

http://atschool.eduweb.co.uk/
carolrb/judaism/judai1.html
	Joe Smith (he has a second cousin who is Jewish)

	Question #1:

Do Jewish people read the Bible?

	Jews read the first five books of the Bible (Torah) and other holy writings.
	The Torah is very important to the Jews.
	The most holy books for Jews are the Torah (the first five books of the Bible).
	Yes.

	Question #2:

Why do Jewish people where a yarmulke?


	Wearing a yarmulke is a Jewish tradition that reminds them of God.
	Jews wear a yarmulke (also called a kippah) as a reminder to obey God.
	Also called a Kippah – Jews wear this on their head to help them remember to follow the laws of God.
	They wear a yarmulke to cover up their bald spot.

	Question #3:

What foods are Kosher?


	Kosher foods are those which are considered “clean” and Jewish people are allowed to eat.
	Kosher foods are certain types of animals, fish and birds, and all kinds of plants.
	Kosher foods include: domestic birds and eggs, animals with split hooves who chew their cud, fish with scales, plants including fruits and veggies.
	Pickles?  Definitely not pigs.
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Take a look at the family in the photo above.  Would you like to get to know them?  What would it be like to spend a day with this family…to eat their favorite meal with them, to find out what they do for fun?  Maybe you could discover how they celebrate birthdays and other holidays.  Do you think the rules in their house are the same or different than the rules in your house?  What is most important to them?  Who do they love?  How did this family begin in the first place?  

Of course you know your own family very well, but did you know that there is a lot you can learn by getting to know someone else’s family?  Over the next few weeks, you will meet several families and have the chance to learn more about them.  You’ll also get to know one of your classmates and his or her family better.  Your teacher and library media specialist will be helping you in this process of discovering new information about families and all kinds of interesting people. 

In this folder, you’ll find all the materials that you need to help you on this journey of discovery.  It will be challenging, it will be interesting, and it will be fun, and it all begins with one book: Families by Susan Kuklin.

Over the next two weeks, you will be introduced to several interesting families through Susan Kuklin’s book, Families.  To create this book, Susan Kuklin talked with children about their families and used the information she gathered from them to write the book.  Here is what Ms. Kuklin has to say about the process:

“To make this book, I talked with many wonderful children… about their families.  They told me what it’s like to live with brothers and sisters, and what it’s like to be an only child.  They described living with just one parent and living in a larger, extended family.  They discussed adoption, divorce, race, special needs, and more.  For some children, religion plays a major part in their lives.  For others, the customs and culture of their ethnic heritage take center stage.  What they all have in common is that they feel safe and loved.  And they want you to know about them.”
The children not only helped to write the words of the book, they also created the photographs by choosing where the pictures should be taken, what their family members would wear and what other special family items would be included.  As your teacher and library media specialist read from this book, you’ll get to know each child and his or her family.  Then it will be your turn to do just what Ms. Kuklin did: find out more about the families and people around you!

You’ll be given two different tasks to complete: one in a group and one on your own.  To complete each of these tasks, you’ll be following a set of steps called the 8Ws of Information Inquiry.  These W words will help you to decide what you want to know, find the information you need, and use that information to create a final product, including a book about the families of your classmates!
Contents of Your Fairfield Families Folder:

· Task 1: Introduction and Checklist

· Task 1: Watching and Wondering Worksheet

· Task 1: Webbing and Wiggling Worksheet

· Task 1: Final Product Checklist

· Task 2: Introduction and Checklist

· Task 2: Watching and Wondering Worksheet

· Task 2: KWL Worksheet

· Task 2: Final Product Checklist
Task 1: Introduction and Checklist
As a class, you have been asked to write a sequel to Susan Kuklin’s book.  People all over the world have enjoyed reading about these families, but they want to know more.  Your first task is to learn a little bit more about the families in Susan Kuklin’s book.  You won’t be able to talk to the families in person, but you can find out more about their religion, culture, customs, and family structure from books and websites.  Each step of this process will be explained to you along the way, but you’ll want to use the checklist below to keep track of all the work you are doing.  After you have finished each step, color in the star.  Have fun!

· Watching: Listen to your teacher and library media specialist read about each family in the book.  Keep track of what you are learning and what else you’d like to know about the families by completing and Watching and Wondering Worksheet for each one.

· Wondering:  Talk with your group about the families you have met.  Share what you wrote down on your Watching and Wondering Worksheet, and choose one family that you’d like to know more about.  Work with your group to think of 3 questions that you’d like to answer to help you learn more about that family. 

· Webbing and Wiggling:  Use the resources in the media center to find information that can answer your questions.  Complete a Webbing and Wiggling Worksheet for each question.

· Weaving:  Meet with your teacher or library media specialist to share all the information you have gathered.  Write a paragraph to answer each of your original questions.

· Wrapping: Create one page for the class’s sequel to Families by typing up your group’s three paragraphs.

· Waving:  Your group’s page will be put together with pages from all the other groups to create a brand new book titled Families: The Sequel.

· Wishing:  Throughout this task, use this checklist to keep track of each step that you finish.  You will also have a chance to talk with your teacher or library media specialist about what you are learning and what a great job you are doing!

Task 1: Watching and Wondering Worksheet

Your name: _________________________________________________________

Listen to the section that is read to you from Families by Susan Kuklin.  Complete all of the statements below with your own thoughts.

This section was about ________________________ and his/her family.

One thing I learned about this family is __________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

One thing I noticed in the photographs of this family is _____________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

The most interesting thing about this family is ____________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

The thing I don’t understand about this family is __________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

One question I have about this family is __________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
Task 1: Webbing and Wiggling Worksheet

Your name: _________________________________________________________

	
	Encyclopedia
	Website
	Non-Fiction Book
	Interview

	Title & Author


	
	
	
	

	Question #1:


	
	
	
	

	Question #2:


	
	
	
	

	Question #3:


	
	
	
	


Task 2: Final Product Checklist

Your name: _________________________________________________________

Names of other members in your group:  _________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________

Answer each of the questions below to be sure that you have done a good job on your final product.  Your teacher will also use this checklist to grade your group’s project.

Does your final project have a title? _____

Does your final project include the name of your family? _____

Does your project answer three questions about your family? _____

Does your project include three paragraphs? _____

Does each paragraph include one main idea sentence? _____

Does each paragraph include two supporting sentences? _____

Does your project include proper capitalization and punctuation? _____

Are all the words in your project spelled correctly? _____

Are the paragraphs well-written?  Do they make sense when you read them aloud? _____

Have you cited all of the sources of your information? _____

Task 2: Introduction and Checklist
Now it’s your turn to write your own book about Fairfield Families!  Your second task is to learn about the families of your classmates.  You’ll be assigned a partner to interview and your final product will be a page for the book that showcases your partner’s family.  Use this checklist to keep track of your work.  Color the star when you’ve finished the step.

· Watching: Participate in the discussions led by your teacher and library media specialist.  Share information about your family, and listen to what your classmates have to say about their families.  Keep track of what you learn and what else you’d like to know about your classmates families by completing a Watching and Wondering Worksheet after each discussion.

· Wondering:  After you have been assigned a partner to interview, think about what you know and would like to know about his/her family.  Fill out the K and W sections of your KWL Worksheet. Think of 5 questions to ask your partner about his/her family.

· Webbing:  Interview your partner using the questions you created in the last step.  Introduce yourself to your partner’s family at the Fairfield Family Festival and spend some time talking with them.  Don’t forget to take a few pictures of your partner’s family.  Record everything you’ve learned about your partner’s family in the L section of your KWL Worksheet.
· Weaving:  Use Kidspiration to create a graphic organizer that shows everything you’ve learned about your partner’s family.

· Wrapping: Use the information in your graphic organizer to write three paragraphs about your partner’s family.  Use the Publisher template to create a page for the book that includes your three paragraphs and two pictures of your partner and his/her family.

· Waving:  Your page will be compiled with everyone else’s pages to create a brand new book titled Fairfield Families.

· Wishing:  Throughout this task, use this checklist to keep track of each step that you finish.  You will also have a chance to talk with your teacher or library media specialist about what you are learning and what a great job you are doing!  Don’t forget to share Fairfield Families with your own family when it’s your turn to take it home.  Your family can write down what they think about the book in the accompanying journal.

Task 2: Watching and Wondering Worksheet

Your name: _________________________________________________________

Participate in the discussions about your classmate’s families.

Complete all of the statements below with your own thoughts.

Today we talked about _______________________________________________.

One thing I learned about ___________’s family is _________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Before today, I didn’t know this about ___________’s family: _______________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

The most interesting thing I learned was _________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

The thing I don’t understand about ____________’s family is ________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

One question I have about ___________’s family is ________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
Task 2: KWL Worksheet

Your name: _________________________________________________________

Your partner’s name: _________________________________________________

	KNOW

This is what I already know about my partner’s family.
	WANT

This is what I would like to find out about my partner’s family.
	LEARNED

This is what I’ve learned about my partner’s family.

	1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.


	1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.


	1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.




Task 1: Final Product Checklist

Your name: _________________________________________________________

Answer each of the questions below to be sure that you have done a good job on your final product.  Your teacher will also use this checklist to grade your group’s project.

Does your final project have a title? _____

Does your final project include the name of your partner and the names of his/her family members? _____

Does your project provide information about your partner’s family? _____

Does your project include three paragraphs? _____

Does your project include two photographs? _____

Are the photographs labeled with the names of the people in them? _____

Does your project include proper capitalization and punctuation? _____

Are all the words in your project spelled correctly? _____

Are the paragraphs well-written?  Do they make sense when you read them aloud? _____

Does your final project look neat and organized? _____

Field Test
Although I wasn't able to implement this unit in the classroom, I did ask teachers at Fairfield Elementary to review it and provide feedback for me.  I was especially interested in the usability of the lesson as a whole.  Without teaching experience to rely on, I was unsure of how feasible it would be for second graders to follow this unit and grasp the concepts.  I was also interested in comments about how well received the subject matter would be by both students and teachers at Fairfield.  Below are excerpts from the comments provided by Fairfield teachers. 

"It would help decrease the amount of bullying in the school.  Kids would be more accepting of each other if they had an opportunity like this to get to know each other."

"The checklists with stars for kids to color in are good - it would really help the kids keep track of their work."

"The [Task 1: Webbing and Wiggling] worksheet is a good way to begin to teach second graders to evaluate their sources.  This is a hard thing for them to do, but the chart really puts it in a concrete visual form that they can easily see and understand."

Resources and References

Indiana Department of Education. http://mustang.doe.state.in.us/SEARCH/snapshot.cfm?schl=0136
Using this website, I was able to gather additional data and demographics about Fairfield Elementary.

Ws of Information Inquiry.  Annette Lamb

http://eduscapes.com/info/topic71.htm
· Information Inquiry: Webbing


http://eduscapes.com/info/topic71c.htm
· Information Inquiry: Wiggling


http://eduscapes.com/info/topic71d.htm
Dr. Lamb's website provided a valuable overview and additional resources regarding the 8 Ws model.

Information Search Process. Carol Kuhlthau

http://library.humboldt.edu/ic/general_competency/kuhlthau.html
The Big6. Mike Eisenberg and Bob Berkowitz

http://big6.com/
Pathways to Knowledge. Marjorie L. Pappas and Ann E. Tepe

http://www.sparkfactor.com/clients/follett/home.html
Kuklin, Susan. Families. New York: Hyperion Books for Children, 2006.

This book was truly my inspiration for this entire unit.  I first came across it earlier this year and found it very intriguing.  Even now, months later, I find myself wondering about the families presented in the book - what is their life like?  how would my life be different if I had been raised in their homes?  The book is created in such a way that it inspires inquiry.  Kuklin provides just snippets of the lives, cultures, traditions, religions and histories of these families, and I couldn't help but make my own mental list of questions stemming from those introductions.






