Masks:

A Journey of Discovery
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“All the world’s a stage,

And all the men and women merely players.”

--William Shakespeare from As You Like It

You are about to begin a journey to learn about masks. Read and follow the Shaman’s instructions in green. Instructions from your classroom teacher are written in blue. The links and websites you will use are written in orange. Left click the mouse on the website you want to access. To return to the WebQuest, left click on the back button.
The Shaman
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The Shaman calls, “My children, come join me around the fire. It is time for you to begin your journey to find your totem. You know your totem will be with you all of your life. It will define who you are and what you achieve. This journey will take you to many lands. You will learn new things about yourself and about the world. When you have found your totem, you will return to me and create a mask symbolizing the knowledge you have gained about yourself and your world.” 
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“Begin this journey by learning about the history of the different masks of the world.”



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mask_of_Agamemnon
1. Read the several of following websites and answer the questions to learn 
     about the history, symbolism, and different uses of masks among 
 

     different cultures. (Use the student worksheet to answer the questions.)

a. Give some examples of symbolism used in masks?

b. Which cultures have used masks?

c. What have masks been used for?
e. What do masks represent?
f. What rituals were/are masks used for?
d. Can you think of any uses for masks today?
“Masks” from The Milwaukee Public Museum

http://www.mpm.edu/collections/pubs/anthropology/masks/index.php
“The Mythic Mask” from The Endicott Studio

 http://www.endicott-studio.com/gal/galmasks/masks1.html
“The Secret of Masks” from Boheme on-line magazine

http://www.boheme-magazine.net/php/modules.php?name=News&file=article&sid=28
Korean Mask Museum 

http://www.mask.org/  click on cyber museum and read “What is a Mask?”
“Masks Around the World” from San Jose State University 

http://gallery.sjsu.edu/masks/menu.html
“Mask” from Encarta Encyclopedia http://encarta.msn.com/encyclopedia_761575829/Mask.html
“Masks: Let’s Face It” from The Cleveland Museum of Art

http://www.clevelandart.org/educef/art2go/pdf/masks.pdf
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“Now you are to journey to other lands and explore their culture and their masks.”

2. Explore these mask websites and answer these questions. (Use the student worksheet to answer the questions.)

a. Which culture’s mask do you like best/speaks to you? Why?

b. Which is your favorite mask? Why?

     
c. What is similar about all the masks?

 
d. What emotions are expressed by the masks?

Worldwide
International Mask Museum http://www.maskenmuseum.de/start_galerie.html
Masks Around the World http://gallery.sjsu.edu/masks/Imagesfram.html
Masks from Around the World http://www.masksoftheworld.com/
Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts  http://ignca.nic.in/mask.htm
Africa 
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http://africa.si.edu/exhibits/spirits/konmask.htm

University of Virginia  http://cti.itc.virginia.edu/~bcr/African_Mask_Faces.html
    http://cti.itc.virginia.edu/~bcr/African_Mask_Images.html
    http://cti.itc.virginia.edu/~bcr/African_Mask_Portraits.html
    http://cti.itc.virginia.edu/~bcr/African_Mask_Icons.html
National Museum of African Art http://www.nmafa.si.edu/exhibits/firstlook/index.html#SlideFrame_1
Diversity of African Art http://africa.si.edu/collections/divqry1.asp?ClassificationID=13&ObjectTypeID=-1
Musee du Masque http://www.museedumasque.be/afrique.htm#
Pitt Rivers Museum http://www.prm.ox.ac.uk/maskscarvings.html
The British Museum 

http://www.thebritishmuseum.ac.uk/compass/ixbin/hixclient.exe?_IXDB_=compass&_IXFIRST_=1&_IXMAXHITS_=1&_IXSPFX_=graphical/full/&$+with+all_unique_id_index+is+$=OBJ12096&submit-button=summary
http://www.thebritishmuseum.ac.uk/compass/ixbin/hixclient.exe?_IXDB_=compass&_IXFIRST_=1&_IXMAXHITS_=1&_IXSPFX_=graphical/full/&$+with+all_unique_id_index+is+$=OBJ5892&submit-button=summary
http://www.thebritishmuseum.ac.uk/compass/ixbin/hixclient.exe?_IXDB_=compass&_IXFIRST_=1&_IXMAXHITS_=1&_IXSPFX_=graphical/full/&$+with+all_unique_id_index+is+$=OBJ10917&submit-button=summary
http://www.thebritishmuseum.ac.uk/compass/ixbin/hixclient.exe?_IXDB_=compass&_IXFIRST_=1&_IXMAXHITS_=1&_IXSPFX_=graphical/full/&$+with+all_unique_id_index+is+$=OBJ4994&submit-button=summary
Museum of Ancient and Modern Art http://www.mama.org/masks/
National Museum of Ethnology http://africa.si.edu/exhibits/spirits/index.htm
Collection of Kenneth Suslick http://www.scs.uiuc.edu/suslick/masksafrican.html
Asia
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 http://www.prm.ox.ac.uk/nohmasks.html
Musee du Masque http://www.museedumasque.be/asie.htm#





         http://www.museedumasque.be/oceanie.htm#
http://www.nohmask21.com/eu/
http://www.prm.ox.ac.uk/nohmasks.html
http://www.seoulsearching.com/culture/masks.html
Collection of Kenneth Suslick http://www.scs.uiuc.edu/suslick/masksindonesian.html
    http://www.scs.uiuc.edu/suslick/masksnewguinea.html
    http://www.scs.uiuc.edu/suslick/maskseastasian.html
Europe
 



http://www.masksoftheworld.com/Europe/Europe%20Romania%20Mask.htm

Musee du Masque http://www.museedumasque.be/europe.htm
The British Museum 

http://www.thebritishmuseum.ac.uk/compass/ixbin/hixclient.exe?_IXDB_=compass&_IXFIRST_=1&_IXMAXHITS_=1&_IXSPFX_=graphical/full/&$+with+all_unique_id_index+is+$=OBJ12094&submit-button=summary
Reproductions of Ancient Greek Art http://www.greekhandicraft.com/mask.html
Americas



http://www.masksoftheworld.com/NoAmerica/Native%20American%20Haida%20mask.htm
Musee du Masque http://www.museedumasque.be/amerique.htm#
Arizona State Museum http://www.statemuseum.arizona.edu/exhibits/santosdiablos/info.shtml
The Mask Monger http://www.mexicanmasks.us/
Artic Studies Center http://www.mnh.si.edu/arctic/features/yupik/
Collection of Kenneth Suslick http://www.scs.uiuc.edu/suslick/masksamericannorth.html
Resources of Santa Fe http://recursos.org/masks/mask2.html
Latin American Folk Art http://www.latinamericanfolkart.com/mexican_masks.htm
        http://www.latinamericanfolkart.com/mexican_masks_ii.htm
        http://www.latinamericanfolkart.com/mexican_masks_iii.htm
For Fun
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http://users.aol.com/maskman32/nwdun.jpg   http://www.highspots.com/wrestling-masks
Hockey Masks http://users.aol.com/maskman30/gallery.html
Gas Masks 

http://inventors.about.com/gi/dynamic/offsite.htm?site=http://chnm.gmu.edu/courses/rr/s01/cw/students/leeann/historyandcollections/collections/photopages/phesgasmasks.html
http://www.gasmasks.net/
Wrestling Masks http://www.highspots.com/wrestling-masks.asp?id=49
Death Masks http://thanatos.net/galleries/categories.php?cat_id=3
Halloween Masks/Costumes http://www.halloween-pictures.net/
3. Explore these websites of world maps and country information. Focus on those countries or continents your favorite masks are from. (Use the student worksheet to answer the questions.)
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Altapedia Online http://www.atlapedia.com/
Merriam-Webster’s Atlas http://www.m-w.com/maps/moremapsnyt.html
National Geographic Map Machine http://www.nationalgeographic.com/resources/ngo/maps/
WorldAtlas.com http://www.graphicmaps.com/aatlas/world.htm
Information Please Atlas & Map http://www.factmonster.com/atlas/
The CIA World Factbook https://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/index.html
a. Which countries or continents did you explore? Why?
b. Where would you go to visit the Musee du Masque?

     (Hint: http://www.museedumasque.be/conditionsvisite.htm)


“My child, have you found your totem? Your totem is your voice. Do you remember what your teachers have taught you about the 7 traits of writing?”



4. Go to these web pages to review “voice” in writing. What are some tips for finding your voice? (Use the student worksheet to answer the questions.)
http://www.madison.k12.wi.us/tnl/langarts/pdf/6traits/voice.pdf
http://www.writingfix.com/6Traits/Voice.htm#breakdown
http://www.nwrel.org/assessment/scoring.php?odelay=3&d=1&r=3#definition

“My child, you seem to be having trouble finding your voice?”

5. Use the descriptive words on these web pages to help you find your voice. List 5-10 words that describe you. (Use the student worksheet to answer the questions.)

http://www.uwgb.edu/careers/Creating_Resume.htm#Self
http://www.1-true-love.com/datingtips/words.shtml
“Now the first part of your journey is complete. You have found your voice. Make your mask and continue on your journey through life remembering your totem is always with you.”

You will be creating a mask out of paper-mache and recycled materials. 
If you need help with ideas, take another look at the mask websites or look at this website for masks made by other students 
http://storytrail.com/masks/maskpoetry03_files/frame.htm.
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  http://www.kinderart.com/fridge/fridge.shtml
6. Make a quick sketch of how you would like your mask to look. See the 
attached rubric for how your project will be assessed. (Use the student worksheet to plan your mask.)
Mask Rubric
	

	
	Needs Improvement 
	Acceptable Effort
	Above Average
	Excellent

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Mask Reflects Knowledge from WebQuest.
	Shows no or limited awareness of culture and history.

No attempt to use symbolism.
	Attempts to use information of cultures, history and symbolism.
	Shows awareness of cultures and history.

Attempts to use symbolism.
	Uses symbolism effectively.

Shows awareness of cultures and history.

	Mask 

Shows

Emotion
	No or limited attempt to show emotion
	Some emotion shown.

Not clear to others what feeling or mood is being expressed.
	Emotion is clearly evident.

Others can name feeling or mood.


	Mask is expressive.

Others can definitely observe feeling or mood.

	Mask 

Shows 

Personality/Self

(Your Voice)


	Could be anyone’s mask.

Voice not apparent.
	Attempts to show self.

Voice is weak.
	Displays personality.

Shows voice.
	Displays personality and shows thoughtful self-reflection.

Strong voice.

	Mask 

Shows 

Creative 

Use of Materials
	No or limited effort.
	Found object could have been used more creative.
	Creative and original.
	Creative and original.

Took risks and challenged self.

	Mask

Construction
	No prior planning evident.

Sloppy work.

Elements of design missing.
	Planned.

Careful work.

Could have incorporated more elements of design to make mask more visually pleasing.
	Detailed plan.

Careful work with details.

Visually pleasing.

Used elements of design.
	Detailed plan.

Careful work.

Visually pleasing with many details.

Used elements of design with much skill.
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