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INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW OF UNIT

I have chosen to use the same type of unit as for my Webquest 2.  That was a unit on Famous Hoosiers.  The audience is fourth graders in a suburban town.  The town has about 8,000 residents, but is only about eight miles from Indianapolis.  It still has a small town feel, but is growing rapidly.  Many new subdivisions are popping up in the area.  The housing prices in the town are high and most of the residents are professionals: physicians, lawyers, executives, salespeople, information technology consultants, engineers, etc.  The school has 325 students, all in third or fourth grade.  The students generally score in the top five of all Indiana schools on standardized tests.  Class sizes are about 22-26 students.  The children generally have a lot of opportunities available to them, like many after school activities and travel.  They tend to be well-behaved and the school has few discipline problems.  Parents in the school are very active in the PTO and volunteering in classrooms.  

The school could be doing a better job with teaching information inquiry.  No information inquiry models are taught.  There could me more instruction done on traditional library skills as well, like how to use an encyclopedia or how to search for websites.  Students are sent to the library to do research, usually without the teacher.  There is no collaboration.  
The purpose of this article is to describe how an information inquiry project could be carried out with fourth grade students.  The students are divided into groups of three. The students will work mostly in groups, but they will complete some steps individually. This project is called Famous Hoosiers. The students are given a list of famous Hoosiers.  The students research a famous Hoosier of their choice, create a PowerPoint presentation on the Hoosier and give a short oral presentation or skit. During the oral presentation, one student personifies the Hoosier by dressing like them; the other students could have other roles, like being the interviewers of the famous Hoosier, or they could act out a significant event in the famous Hoosier's life.  Here is a list of the Indiana Academic Standards covered by this unit:

4.4.5
Quote or paraphrase information sources, citing them appropriately.

4.4.6
Locate information in reference texts by using organizational features, such as prefaces and appendixes.

4.4.7
Use multiple reference materials and online information (the Internet) as aids to writing.

4.4.8
Use a computer to draft, revise, and publish writing, demonstrating basic keyboarding skills and familiarity with common computer terminology.

4.7.12
Make informational presentations that: 

Focus on one main topic. 

Include facts and details that help listeners focus. 

Incorporate more than one source of information (including speakers, books, newspapers, television broadcasts, radio reports, or Web sites).

Here is a list of Information Literacy Standards covered by the unit:

Standard 1: The student who is information literate accesses information efficiently and effectively.

Standard 2: The student who is information literate evaluates information critically and competently.

Standard 3: The student who is information literate uses information accurately and creatively. 

Standard 8: The student who contributes positively to the learning community and to society is information literate and practices ethical behavior in regard to information and information technology.

Standard 9: The student who contributes positively to the learning community and to society is information literate and participates effectively in groups to pursue and generate information.

Following is a list of steps for this activity.  The steps are broken down into small portions so that the students know exactly what is expected of them during each part of the project.  The students will use Kuhlthau's Model of the Information Inquiry Process.  It is called the Information Search Process Model.  There are three things I like in particular about this model.  One is that it is research based.  The second is that it describes the thoughts and feelings of the learner as they move through the various stages.  The third is that it emphasizes examining resources before finding a focus for the project.  Many models ignore this step.  I think most people involved in an information inquiry process need to do some pre-research before finding a focus.   A weakness of this model is that it ignores the Evaluation step and the Synthesis or Communication step where the product is produced.  These steps are found in most of the other models, such as the Pathways to Knowledge Model and the Big Six.  The benefits of using any model are that students learn a methodology that they can use the rest of their life's to solve problems.  Another benefit is that students feel that they have something to guide them.  I think it removes a lot of stress when students have a roadmap to guide them on their journey.  The only drawbacks to using a model are that it involves more effort on the part of the teacher and that students may prefer to "just do it" rather than having to follow the steps.  Here are the steps in the unit described in terms of the stages of Kuhlthau's model. 

STAGE 1 -- TASK INITIATION - The task in stage 1 is to prepare for the decision of selecting a topic.  

Step 1 - with the Teacher and the Media Specialist

The project is explained and summarized so that the students understand what they will be doing and when.  The students are assigned into groups by the teacher.  Some actions described by Kuhlthau in this stage are talking with others and browsing the library.
  The students meet as a group and look at their list of choices.  Initial favorites are chosen by the group.  The Media Specialist will assemble some resources for the students to look at in making their selection, such as books, or providing access to computers, so students can get a little information about possible choices.  The students are given a few more moments for discussion.

STAGE 2 TOPIC SELECTION--The task in Stage 2 is to decide on a topic for research.

Step 2 - with the Teacher and Media Specialist

After browsing and further discussion, the students meet with their groups and decide on their 1st through 3rd choices for a famous Hoosier to research.  Kuhlthau says that some of the actions at this stage are consulting with informal mediators, making preliminary searches of the library and using the reference collection.
  The teacher and media specialist should encourage the students to look at possible resources in the media center.  The teacher and media specialist should be acting as the mediators by talking with groups who are having difficulty making a decision.  

STAGE 3 REFOCUS EXPLORATION - The task in Stage 3 is to investigate information with the intent of finding a focus.  

Step 3 - with the Teacher and Media Specialist

The teacher and media specialist give several lessons on using library resources.  The media specialist and teacher give a lesson on note-taking, paraphrasing and citing sources.   Then the media specialist gives a lesson on internet searching and how to use Gale's Biography Resource Center. 

Step 4 - with the Teacher and Media Specialist

Kuhlthau states that at this stage students are becoming informed about the general topic.  Some of the actions she identifies at this stage are locating relevant information, reading to become informed and taking notes on facts and ideas.
  The teacher and media specialist assign a famous Hoosier to each group based on their preferences.  The students are told that the purpose of the research at this point is to find a focus, not find all the information they will need for their project.  Each student is encouraged to look at resources of their choice, such as books, the Internet and Gale's Biography Resource Center.  The students each review one resource and take some preliminary notes.  Kuhlthau says that this stage is marked by confusion, doubt and uncertainty.
  The teacher and media specialist should encourage the students by explaining that this is just a preliminary step in deciding what they would like to answer with their research.  

STAGE 4 FOCUS FORMULATION - The task in Stage 4 is to formulate a focus from the information encountered.  One of the actions in this stage is to read notes for themes.  Some strategies suggested by Kuhlthau are making a survey of notes, listing possible focuses and choosing a particular focus while discarding others.
  

Step 5 with the Teacher and Media Specialist

The students are now encouraged to decide what they would like to know about the famous Hoosier.  The students meet as a group and talk about what they learned from their prefocus exploration.  They should use a chalk or white board to list questions that they have about their famous Hoosier.  Students are encouraged to include some evaluative questions, such as Do you think this person should be admired? or What personal qualities made this person prominent?  This list would then be reviewed by the teacher and media specialist to see if the students have posed good questions, and if they have enough questions to produce a good project.

Step 6 - With the Teacher and Media Specialist

The students then generate more questions or eliminate some, depending on the assessment that they received from their teacher and media specialist.  Each question is then typed on a single piece of paper.

Step 7 - With the Teacher and Media Specialist

 The group then has a conference with the teacher.  The teacher makes sure the research questions are still on track.  After asking for preferences and trying to accommodate them, the research questions are divided up among the group members.  Each group member will work on their questions individually. 

STAGE 5 INFORMATION GATHERING- The task in Stage 5 is to gather information that defines, extends and supports the focus.  

During this stage, Kuhlthau says some of the actions are: using the library to collect pertinent information, requesting specific sources from the librarian and taking detailed notes with bibliographic citations.

Step 8- With the Teacher and Media Specialist

The students go to the library to research their questions through print materials such as encyclopedias, book and articles.  The teacher and media specialist circulate and look for students having difficulty.  

Step 9 - With the Teacher and Media Specialist

The students will do research online in the computer lab.  The teacher and media specialist will circulate among the students, offering coaching and assistance, and spending more time with those students who are having difficulty with the task.

Step 10 - With the Teacher and Media Specialist

The students meet with their groups again and discuss how the research process is going.  At this point, the students are invited to propose more questions that may have occurred to them as a result of their research.  These questions are then assigned to group members for further investigation.

STAGE 6 SEARCH CLOSURE - The task at this stage is to conclude the search for information.  Strategies suggested by Kuhlthau are returning to the library to make a summary search and keeping books until completion of writing to recheck information.
 

Step 11 - With the Teacher

The students meet in their small groups.  The questions are collected.  The group goes through the questions and evaluates whether or not the questions has been answered, or if more investigation is necessary

Step 12 - with the Media Specialist and Teacher

When all of the research is done, the students will meet with their groups and use Kidinspiration to organize the information they have collected for their project.  The media specialist will instruct the students in the use of Kidinspiration software.  The media specialist will also provide the students with some sample outlines to review before getting started.  The students will create mind maps that require them to discern how all of the bits of information relate to each other, and what topics and subtopics are covered from their research.

Step 13 - with the Teacher

The students meet in their groups to decide what they will do for their oral presentation.  First, the students brainstorm for ideas.  The teacher explains brainstorming techniques.  After brainstorming, the group selects an idea, decides how they will do their oral presentation, what information will be included and writes a plan.  The teacher circulates and helps groups that require assistance.

Step 14 - with the Teacher and Media Specialist

The groups meet in the computer lab and armed with their summary prepared on Kidinspiration, prepare their PowerPoint presentation.   Searching online for pictures to add to the slides, or scanning pictures (all with careful attention to the principles of Fair Use) also occurs during this step.  The students turn in their presentation and are graded according to a rubric.

Step 15 - With the Teacher and the Media Specialist

The students perform their skits or presentations for each other and are graded by the teacher and media specialist according to a rubric.

Step 16 - the Teacher, the Media Specialist and the Students

The students are given an evaluation and asked to assess the unit; what they liked and disliked and what they learned.  The teacher and media specialist meet and discuss the student's evaluations and their own evaluations of the process.

Selected Lesson Overview

I chose to elaborate on the lesson about note taking and citing sources.  Granted, these are not exciting topics.  They fall more into the realm of traditional library skills.  However, the students are really lacking in this area, and they are things that the students need to master before they can excel in information inquiry.  Furthermore, I think I can use these materials in the library in which I currently work. I typed in the words note-taking to google and got 537,000 hits.  Almost all of the hits on the first three pages I examined were from universities.  This leads me to believe we could be doing a better job at teaching this skill, if students have not mastered it before they reach college.  It is an essential skill because it involves putting something in your own words and internalizing it.  This lesson pertains to Stage 5 of Kuhlthau's model, which is called Information Collection.  According to Kuhlthau, the task in this stage is to gather information that defines, extends and supports the focus.  Actions of the student in this stage are to find pertinent information in sources, take detailed notes with bibliographic citations and request help from the librarian to find additional sources.
  If you compare this model with the Big Six, by Eisenberg and Berkowitz, this step most closely resembles Step 4 of the Big Six.  Step 4 of the Eisenberg/Berkowitz model is called Use of Information.  In this step, students engage by reading, hearing or viewing and then extract relevant information.
 Kuhlthau's Stage 5 most closely resembles the Gathering step of James McKenzie's Research Cycle.  McKenzie makes some important points in his model, that researchers should only gather information that is useful and relevant.
  This means that researchers should have a clear focus of what questions they want answered and should refer to those questions when deciding what information to gather.  He also says that students should record their information in a structured way.
  This lesson meets Indiana Academic Standard 4.4.5, which deals with quoting or paraphrasing sources.  It deals with Information Literacy Step 8, which deals with ethical use of information.  Students need to learn to paraphrase and summarize rather than copy, and students need to learn to acknowledge sources.  Since students work in groups, it deals with Information Literacy Standard 9.

Detailed Lesson

I focused on the lesson about note-taking, paraphrasing and citing sources.  Here is the lesson plan:

PARAPHRASING, NOTE-TAKING AND CITATIONS LESSON

GRADE LEVEL: 4

TIME NEEDED: 80 minutes

OVERVIEW: This lesson is designed to help fourth graders learn to paraphrase and summarize information from primary and secondary sources and to prepare citations of their sources.

STANDARDS ADDRESSED:

Indiana:

 4.4.5
Quote or paraphrase information sources, citing them appropriately.

Information Literacy:

Standard 8: The student who contributes positively to the learning community and to society is information literate and practices ethical behavior in regard to information and information technology.

Standard 9: The student who contributes positively to the learning community and to society is information literate and participates effectively in groups to pursue and generate information.

MATERIALS: Overhead projector, copy of short biographical article on Amelia Earhart for each child, Handout for each child that gives the definitions for paraphrasing, plagiarism and note-taking and the handout and worksheet that explains how to cite various sources.  

OBJECTIVES: The students will understand what paraphrasing is and what note-taking is.  The students will begin to develop note-taking and paraphrasing skills.  The students will understand that they need to cite sources in the projects they do.  The students will begin to cite sources.  The students will demonstrate these skills by completing worksheets.

LESSON PROCEDURES:

1. Students will be given the definitions handout and the article on Amelia Earhart and will be given time to read them.  (10 min.)

2.  The teacher will explain plagiarism, referring to the definition sheet and that in order to avoid it; students need to put facts into their own words when writing reports and to learn to credit sources. (5 min)

3. Taking Notes - The teacher will state that the students are going to learn about taking notes.  The teacher will project a visual of two index cards, each one with a research question about Amelia Earhart written on the top.   The teacher will ask the students the answer to the first question "When and where was Amelia Earhart born? The teacher will invite students to respond by raising their hands. The teacher will write the answer on the overhead.  This question should be answered by taking notes using key phrases and words, not by copying. (5 min)

4.  Paraphrasing - The teacher will state that the students are going to learn about paraphrasing.  The teacher will ask the students about the answer to the second question "When and why did Amelia first decide that she wanted to learn to fly?"  This is a more complex answer than the first question. The students will be encouraged to answer this question in a full sentence by paraphrasing the information in the text.  The teacher will ask the students to raise their hands if they know the answer.  The class will formulate the answer, with assistance from the teacher and the teacher will write a good paraphrase of the information on the overhead. (5 min.)

5.  The students will practice paraphrasing and note taking by completing the worksheet on their own.  The teacher and media specialist will circulate among the students, help, answer questions, and clarify the lesson for any students needing assistance. (20 min.)

6. The Media Specialist will say that for their Famous Hoosier project, the students will need to prepare a bibliography of sources used in their information inquiry.  She will explain that a bibliography is a list of sources of information used.  She will break the students into groups of three. (3 min.)

7. Students review the learning materials and do citation activity.  Using the citation worksheet, the students will find one source of each type in the library and practice citing it.  The teacher and media specialist will circulate, help any groups that need it and assess student's progress.

(30 min.)

8.  The media specialist and teacher will grade the two assignments.

Student Performance and Evaluation

The teacher and media specialist would grade the Note-taking and Paraphrasing worksheet using a Rubric.

Assessment Rubric for Note Taking and Paraphrasing Worksheet

	
	One point
	Two points
	Three points

	Accuracy
	Some of the notes were accurate 
	Most of the notes were accurate
	The notes were very accurate

	Original work
	The student mostly copied from the text
	The student copied some words, more originality was needed
	The student took notes in their own words

	Key ideas included to answer research question
	Some of the key ideas were included
	Most of the key ideas were included
	All of the key ideas were included


For assessment of the Citation Worksheet, the teacher and media specialist will conference briefly with each group once they finish with the worksheet, show them any errors they made in filling out the worksheet, and have them correct the errors.

Feedback and Evaluation

The teacher and media specialist will perform the evaluation for the lesson together.  They will meet for about 30 minutes sometime within a week after they complete the lesson.  They will both take notes during the lesson and jot down any problems that occur or any particular strength they see.  Here is a list of questions that they will consider during and after the lesson.

1. Was the lesson organized logically for the students?

2. Could the lesson be more creative in approach?

3. Was the lesson plan detailed enough?

4. Was the level appropriate for fourth graders?

5. Did the lesson meet the objectives stated?

6. Did the students have a chance to apply what they had learned?

7. Did the students find the handouts and exercises understandable?

8. Was the timeline accurate?

9. Did the lesson include all the materials necessary to teach it?

10. Were the students interested in the lesson?

11. Did the students work well together; is there anything that could be done to improve this?

12. Did the assessment for the students work well?

13. What could be done to better deal with student learning differences?

In order to help build evidence for my program I would keep copies of the following:

The lesson plans along with all materials

Student work samples

Evaluation results.

TEST DRIVES

Citation Forms Handout

A student sample is included for the Citation Forms Handout.  Several changes were called for.  First of all, the student had real difficulty using the area where I asked them to put their citation.  I found that it was much easier for them to fill in a form about the citation.  I think this would be the best approach for this age group.  The idea, after all, was for them to begin to have an awareness of how to cite sources, not to duplicate full MLA style.  The student also needed more coaching than expected about how to find citation information, such as the name of the author, in a source.  That information also needs to be included in the lesson.  Overall, the student did seem to understand what I was looking for and seemed to be able to fill out most of the information with some help.

Note Taking and Paraphrasing Handout

A student sample is included for the Note Taking and Paraphrasing Worksheet.  The student did an excellent job of paraphrasing the material without copying.  However, I would have liked to see the students take some notes by jotting down key ideas and phrases.  This student obviously preferred full sentences.  I would modify this worksheet so that some of the questions require a paraphrased answer and some required note-taking.

This is a student work sample of the Citation Forms Handout:

[image: image1.png]CITATION FORMS HANDOUT

One member of your group should be the reader and read the following

ABibliography lists all of the sources used to prepare a project. When you finisk
your project, you will need to prepare a bibliography. When you are working on
your project, write down the source of information on the back of each card or
piece of paper. This information is called a citation and tells where the student
found information. To do this exercise, your group wil prepare citations for a
book, magazine, encyclopedia and website. Go around the library and find one
example of each and prepare a citation for it using the worksheet. Use the
instructions below to prepare the citations. Here are the different types of
citations:

Now start working on your citations!
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Here is a copy of a student work sample for the Note Taking and Paraphrasing worksheet.

[image: image4.png]NOTE TAKING AND PARPHRASING WORKSHEET

Take notes or paraphrase to answer the following questions:

1. What were the names of Amelia's parents and sister?
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2. What job did Amelia decide to do after visiting her sister in Canada and where
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HERE ARE THE STUDENT MATERIALS:

DEFINITIONS

Plagiarism - According to the Scholastic Children's Dictionary, "to steal and pass off the ideas or words of another as one's own."

Paraphrasing - In writing, putting something in your own words, rather than copying it.

Note-taking - using key words and phrases to record information without writing in full sentences or copying.

Scholastic Children's Dictionary, New York: Scholastic, 1996 p. 393.

[image: image5.png]Amelia Earhart

Amelia Earhart was bor in Atchison, Kansas, on Jul
24, 1897. She was the first child bom to Edwin anc
Amy Earhart. Three years later, Amelia's sister Murie
was bom. The girls’ childhood was not always easy
Their father's drinking caused him to lose a good
paying job with the railroad. Soon after that, the family
spit up. The girls and their mother moved to Chicago.

Arby Patio Estrada (Education World)

In 1917, Amelia went to Canada to visit her sister at school. There she met some
World War | soldiers who had been hurt in battle. That chance meeting led Amelia tc
change her mind about going to college. Instead, she took up nursing. She worked as
anurse in a soldiers’ hospital.

By 1920, Amelia's parents had gotten back together and moved to California. Ameliz
moved to California to be with them. It was there one day that Amelia paid $1, put o
ahelmet and goggles, and took a 10-minute plane ride over Los Angeles. Amelia latei
said, “As soon as we left the ground, | knew | myself had o fly!"

Amelia worked several jobs to eam the money she needed to take flying lessons witf
awoman pilot, Anita Snaoks. Soon, Amelia would buy her own plane.

In 1927, Amelia got a phone call that changed her life. Captain Hilton Railey callec
and made an offer Amelia could not tum down. In 1928, Amelia became the first
woman to fly across the Atlantic Ocean. Even though Amelia was not the pilot, the
newspapers pretty much ignored the two men who piloted the plane; Amelia received
most of the altention.

Four years later, Amelia flew across the Atlantic on her own in record time - 13 hours
30 minutes. By that time, she was famous throughout Europe and the United States. A
few years later, she became the first woman to fly from Hawaii to California.

In 1929, Amelia participated in a cross-country air race for women pilots. She alsc
founded an organization of women pilots called the "Ninety-Nines" -- named for its firs!
99 members.

In June 1937, Amelia set out to fly around the world. She and her navigator, Fred
Noonan, flew from Miami, Florida, to South America, and then across the Allantic
Ocean fo Africa. They continued over the Sahara desert and on to Thailand and
Auslralia. After taking off from New Guinea, the U.S. Coast Guard lost contact with the
plane. No trace of the plane or its passengers was ever found.

© 2003 by Education World®. Education World grants educalors permission (0 reproduce this page for classroom use.





NOTE TAKING AND PARPHRASING WORKSHEET

Take notes or paraphrase to answer the following questions:

1. What were the names of Amelia's parents and sister?

2. What job did Amelia decide to do after visiting her sister in Canada and where did she work?

3. How did Amelia earn money for flight lessons and from whom did she take them?

2. Record the facts included in the article about when Amelia became the first woman to fly across the Atlantic Ocean.

CITATION FORMS HANDOUT

One member of your group should be the reader and read the following: 

A Bibliography lists all of the sources used to prepare a project.  When you finish your project, you will need to prepare a bibliography.  When you are working on your project, write down the source of information on the back of each card or piece of paper.  This information is called a citation and tells where the student found information.  To do this exercise, your group will prepare citations for a book, magazine, encyclopedia and website.  Go around the library and find one example of each and prepare a citation for it using the worksheet.  Use the instructions below to prepare the citations.   Here are the different types of citations: 

Now start working on your citations!

If your source was a book include this:

Author______________________________________________

Title________________________________________________ 

Publisher____________________________________________

Copyright Date__________________, Page Numbers_________

Your citation should look like this:

Robert Burns

The Life of David Letterman

Harper Collins

1996, pages 5-10

Put your book citation here:

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

If your source was a Magazine include this:

Title of Magazine______________________________________

Title of Article_________________________________________ 

Author/Editor__________________________________________

Date of Magazine__________________, Page Numbers________

Your citation should look like this:

Zoo books

The Beluga Whale

Cathy Smith

May, 1999, pages 3-5

Put your magazine citation here:

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

If your source was a Print Encyclopedia include this:

Title of Encyclopedia_____________________________________

Volume:_______________________________________________

Title of Article___________________________________________

Author (if listed)_________________________________________

Date______________________,Page Numbers________________

Your citation should look like this:

World Book Encyclopedia

Volume 15

Manatees

Hillary Ranson

2003, pages 23-28

Put your encyclopedia citation here:

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

If your source was a Website include:

Title of web page_________________________________________

Address________________________________________________

Date you looked at the website______________________________

Your citation should look like this:

Seaworld

www.seaworld.com

November 5, 2003

Put your website citation here

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

RESOURCES:

Lesson plan evaluations that were used to help generate questions for the evolution of the lesson:

http://www.aged.vt.edu/methods/handouts/eval-lp.pdf
http://www.yale.edu/pieris/lesson_eval.htm
http://www.uoregon.edu/~christyk/ssm/lpeval.html
Lessons that were used to help generate ideas for my lesson:

http://www.classroominc.org/products/simulations/lessonplans/activities/whatsup/whatsup6.html
http://www.doe.state.la.us/lde/uploads/1987.pdf
http://www.mcps.k12.md.us/departments/isa/elit/el/workscited.htm
http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/lesson/lesson322.shtml
http://nausetschools.org/research/worksgrade4.htm
Indiana Academic Standards:

http://ideanet.doe.state.in.us/standards/welcome.html
Information Literacy Standards:

http://www.ala.org/aaslTemplate.cfm?Section=Information_Power&Template=/ContentManagement/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=19937
Information about Kuhlthau's Information Search Process Model:

http://library.humboldt.edu/ic/general_competency/kuhlthau.html
http://www.scils.rutgers.edu/~kuhlthau/Search%20Process.htm
Information about the Big Six:

Eisenberg, Michael B. and Berkowitz, Robert E.  Teaching Information & Technology Skills: The Big 6 in Elementary Schools. Worthington, Ohio, Linworth Publishing 1999.

Information about the Research Cycle:

http://questioning.org/rcycle.html
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