Student Audience:

I teach 8th grade language arts at a small rural school in central Indiana.  This is my second year with this group of students.  They have a lot of experience using the media center but are still operating under the rule of get in and out quickly.  Most of their research experience involves assignments that have been pretty directly laid out for them.  They do not have a great deal of experience with the questioning aspect of research, nor have the students had a great amount of control over their own projects in the past.  My experience with middle school students is that they all have strong opinions, and I wanted to create a project that gave them an opportunity to share these opinions while at the same time creating skills they can use later as adults.  I decided to use the debate format to cover the state standards on persuasive writing and presentation.

Information Inquiry Role:

I have developed a unit on debate using the standard debate format.  The first week will be an introduction to debate skills using a skills book I purchased for this unit by Robert W. Paige called Debate Skills and our English textbook.  The skill book has a lot of good information in kid friendly format and some neat review assignments.  I will use this to introduce debate vocabulary.

In week two I will take my classes to the media center for a web quest designed by our school media specialist, Miss Lotta Books.  The web quest is designed for students to see some debates and evaluate them.  

We are now ready to brainstorm our topics.  I am encouraging the students to come up with topics that are relevant to their current situation.  I will begin the brainstorming with the essential question, “If you could change one thing about this school, what would it be?”  I then divide the class into groups of four to five students according to the cooperative learning model. Each group must then choose their top four choices of topics, write them down, and turn them in.  After I go through them to eliminate repeated topics, the topics are placed in a hat and one is drawn by each group.  Two groups will draw the same topic.  On the back of the topic is a positive or negative sign to determine which side of the argument this team will have to present. A coin will be flipped within each group to choose constructive pair/trio and rebuttal pair/trio after the research component of the project is finished.

Now it is time to begin researching our topics.  Miss Books steps in to help the students map their information quest.  She has designed a lesson to help students formulate essential questions and determine what sources to use.  Students are given four days to gather their information from various sources including the Internet, surveys, interviews, periodicals, and reference books.  At the end of each day Miss books is asking each group to write a research journal entry discussing their successes, challenges, and questions.  Each group is also given a folder with envelopes taped inside labeled examples, comparison, statistics, and testimony.  One side of the folder is for the affirmative argument and the other is for the rebuttal.  This is intended to help the students sort their note cards and organize their information. 

Once we return to the classroom, we will spend one to two days reviewing persuasive writing techniques found in our English textbooks and the debate techniques.  Students are given the debate ballot that they will use to judge each other and be judged themselves.  The students will then have two to three days to evaluate their research and prepare their debate.  Each debate will be judged by their fellow students, Miss Books, and myself.  These grades will be averaged into one overall grade.  Winners automatically get twenty-five bonus points added to their grade.

Academic Standards addressed:

English/Language Arts:  Grade 8:  Standards 5 and 7

· Writing applications

· Listening and speaking:  Skills, strategies, and applications

Information Literacy Standards

· Information Literacy:  Standards 1, 2, and 3

· Social Responsibility:  Standards 7 and 9

Information Inquiry Model:

The model I have chosen to use is the Research Cycle.  I find McKenzie’s model to be straightforward and easy to understand.  I like the circular nature of this model in which students move back and forth between steps as they gather, synthesize, and evaluate their information.  This particular model also encourages students to think independently meeting several information literacy standards.  As the students gather information about their topics they are also sorting it into relevant categories making sure it is needed information.  McKenzie suggests using a cluster diagram.  I have adapted that into a folder to store note cards.  These folders can be structured in many ways depending upon the topic.  I have guided students to put their questions on the envelopes as well as subtopics and other elements for that particular assignment. Another element of the Research Cycle that I find particularly relevant is the evaluation step.  Students have the opportunity to review and evaluate the information they have gathered looking for holes in their plan.  If this is already worked into the system and the lesson plan, there is no last minute begging to do just a little more research when a student realizes they just don’t have enough information.  All in all, I find the Research Cycle the easiest model for me to implement. 

I believe there are great values in using a research model in the classroom to help structure student research.  With all of the information out there students, teachers, and librarians all benefit from a more structured approach.  Understanding that each model can be adapted to the subject area and research project makes using one even smarter.  A research model is simply a road map for students to use when researching.  I cannot think of any drawbacks to that.  You have to invest a little time up front training the students on the skills they need to use the model, but you would have to spend time directing their research no matter what.

The area I have asked Miss Books to prepare a lesson over is the questioning and planning stage.  This is where I believe the students have the most trouble.  Like any writing assignment getting started is often the hardest part.  Students seem to spend so much wasted time randomly surfing for information.  For the debates I really wanted the groups to focus on where they can find the best information instead of spending all their time on the Internet.  Miss Books will also help me guide the students during the gathering stage and evaluate the debates/products.

When working with older students in particular, it is very important to teach them skills that they can continue to use in their educational careers.  In comparing this step in the Research Cycle model with other models that I could see myself using I see planning in all of them.  I cannot see how you could have an effective research model without a planning stage.  In the Big Six Skills model by Michael Eisenberg and Robert Berkowitz this stage is simply called information seeking strategies.  At this stage students determine their range of sources and prioritize them.  In the Pathways to Knowledge/Follet’s Information Skills Model the planning stage is part of the search step.  First the students plan their search strategy by identifying information providers and selecting resources and tools.  In Annette Lamb’s the W’s of Research the third W is webbing where students connect ideas, select resources, and organize their sources or prioritize them.  As you can see, planning is an integral stage in research often ignored by teachers in lesson planning leading to a frustrating search for the students.

Student Performance/Getting Started Lesson by Miss Books:

The lesson on questioning and planning is designed to help the students get a firm grasp on their topics and an idea of where to go to find the evidence to support their side of the debate.  By the end of this lesson students will have created a question diagram to help guide their research and a list of possible sources.  Students will have a clear idea of what information they need and where to find it.

The students have already been given a topic.  First students will create a diagram of questions based upon the topic.  Miss Books used some help from various websites including http://www.graphic.org/cluster.html, http://www.kn.pacbell.com/wired/21stcent/sitemap.html#identifying, and

http://www.la.mvla.net/Curric/English/The%20Research%20Cycle.htm.

Here is an example diagram.

 



This is just the beginning of a diagram.  Students will go on to add more questions branching off of each sub-question from their essential question that addresses their topic.  When they finish, they will have the questions they need to answer in order to support their side of the debate.

The next step is where to go to find the answers.  The website, http://www.kn.pacbell.com/wired/21stcent/sitemap.html#identifying
was especially helpful in planning this stage of the lesson. The lesson and accompanying worksheet designed by Stephanie Brasley and Judith Kantor was used as a framework.

First is a brainstorming session on resources for each groups specific topics.  Students would be working in their debate groups to think of as many places or people or types of materials they could use to find information.  One person from the group needs to serve as recorder.  They will have ten minutes in which to generate ideas.  They will be reminded that all ideas a valid in a brainstorming activity.
After the ten minutes has elapsed each group will classify their sources into the following categories.

	PEOPLE

(Interviews, surveys, etc.)
	PLACES

(Museums, galleries, shopping malls, etc.)
	PUBLICATIONS (print and electronic)
	TECHNOLOGY

(Internet, TV, radio, etc.)
	VISUALS

(posters, photographs, etc.)
	OBSERVATIONS


Students now need to choose the top 3-5 sources.  Next will be a brief discussion on where these sources are to be found.  Since most of the debate topics are time sensitive, one of the best resources will be periodicals, both print and electronic.  Miss Books will review the use of INSPIRE and evaluation tools for websites that the students are already familiar with.  Also she will discuss the excellent resources around us in people.  She plans to discuss some interviewing strategies and the use of surveys to illicit information.

Each group will be expected to conference with Miss Books at the end of the lesson and show her their diagram of questions and list of sources. At the conclusion of the lesson Miss Books will review her expectations of their research journals as well.

First Day of Research Lesson Plan:

This is the first day Mrs. Preidt will be bring her classes to the media center for research for their debate unit.  Some of the students will be working at the tables using the periodicals or doing other group work, but most will be in the research lab ready to tackle the World Wide Web.  Although we have reviewed website evaluation, I want to go over it just once more briefly.  

Instruct students to type in the following URL:  http://www.bcpl.net/~sullivan/modules/tips/eval.html
Briefly go over the information found on this website.  The students are familiar with this particular website already.  Also remind the students that if they are looking at an article in electronic format to check for the organizations ISSN to include on their bibliography.  Students will also have pink card supplied by Mrs. Preidt to record information about their sources on.  If they cannot, answer all the questions on their source card, chances are the source is less than reliable.

Spend your time circulating in the lab and media center answering questions and keeping students focused.  Students will have question diagrams to guide their research.  Make sure they are focusing on sources that answer their questions.

Ten minutes before class ends all students to return to the tables.  The students should take out their handouts on the guidelines for research journals and the journals themselves and make their first entry.  There are extra copies of the guidelines on my desk if needed.  Please collect journals for me before students are dismissed.

Teaching Materials:

**See following pages.

Project Checklist:
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8-1 DEBATE PROJECT

**Use this checklist to make sure you are on track with your project.

Name__________________________________________Period_________

Group Members________________________________________

                          ________________________________________

                          ________________________________________

                          ________________________________________

Week One:

____
Debate Skills Packet
100 pts.

Week Two:

____
Topic Chosen

(My topic is______________________________)

____
Web Quest Completed 50 pts.

____
Project Map Signed 25 pts.

____
Research Journal 100 pts.

Week Three:

____
Debate 200 pts.

____
Participation 50 pts.

____
Reflection Activity/Survey 50 pts.

____
Extra Credit?

My total points_____________ out of 575 possible.  My points/575 = percent = letter grade.

Web Quest designed and implemented by Miss Books:

THE GREAT DEBATE
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Task

You and your group will explore the listed websites viewing examples of debates.  You will then choose one of the debates you have viewed to write a short summary of.  A spokes person will be chosen from your group to present your summary to the class.  You will have today and tomorrow to research and write.  Presentations will begin on the third day.
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Sources

Use the following websites to find debates to view.  Please keep your volume low so as not to disturb the groups around you or use your headphones.

Political Debates

http://www.lwv.org/media/debates/1984.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/ALLPOLITICS/stories/01/26/debate.video/
School Debates

http://debate.uvm.edu/wdivideo.html
http://debate.uvm.edu/watchdebate.html
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*Webquest p.2

Evaluation

Presentations should include the following:

The length of summary should be 3 to 4 written paragraphs.

Source and subjects should be named in summary.  Where did you get your information and who was involved in the debate?

Identify the type of debate (Political, competitive, school) and style (standard, cross-examination, Lincoln-Douglas, or other).

Use other debate vocabulary (propositions, evidence, reasoning, affirmative, etc.).

This will count as your daily participation grade X 3 for Mrs. Preidt’s language arts class.

8-1 Debate Ballot

Proposition:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Rate each area with:
1=poor
     2=average      3=good       4=very good      5=excellent

First Affirmative



Second Affirmative

Opening




Opening

Name_______________________________Name_______________________________

_____Was well prepared


 _____Was well prepared

_____Presented strong arguments

 _____Presented strong arguments

_____Used evidence effectively

 _____Used evidence effectively

_____Asked good questions


 _____Asked good questions

_____Overall presentation (speaking voice,
 _____Overall presentation (speaking 

           posture, eye contact, etc.)


    voice, posture, eye contact, etc)

_____Total Points/25



 _____Total Points/25

Rebuttal




Rebuttal

Name_______________________________Name_______________________________

_____Answered questions well

_____Answered questions well

_____Defended your side appropriately
_____Defended your side appropriately

_____Used evidence effectively

_____Used evidence effectively

_____Effective conclusion/summary

_____Effective conclusion/summary

_____Overall presentation (speaking voice,
 _____Overall presentation (speaking 

           posture, eye contact, etc.)


voice, posture, eye contact, etc)

_____Total Points/25



 _____Total Points/25



_____TOTAL TEAM POINTS (add the scores of all team members)

First Negative



Second Negative

Opening




Opening

Name_______________________________Name_______________________________

_____Was well prepared


 _____Was well prepared

_____Presented strong arguments

 _____Presented strong arguments

_____Used evidence effectively

 _____Used evidence effectively

_____Asked good questions


 _____Asked good questions

_____Overall presentation (speaking voice,
 _____Overall presentation (speaking 

           posture, eye contact, etc.)


    voice, posture, eye contact, etc)

_____Total Points/25



 _____Total Points/25

Rebuttal




Rebuttal

Name_______________________________Name_______________________________

_____Answered questions well

_____Answered questions well

_____Defended your side appropriately
_____Defended your side appropriately

_____Used evidence effectively

_____Used evidence effectively

_____Effective conclusion/summary

_____Effective conclusion/summary

_____Overall presentation (speaking voice,
 _____Overall presentation (speaking 

           posture, eye contact, etc.)


    voice, posture, eye contact, etc)

_____Total Points/25



 _____Total Points/25

_____TOTAL TEAM POINTS (add the scores of all team members)

**See reverse side for judge’s comments**
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The last ten minutes of your research days will be devoted to writing in your research journals.  It is very important that you take the time to do this to help Miss Books and Mrs. Preidt assist you in your research.  You will also receive a grade from Miss Books for your journal.  Use these questions to guide your entries.

· What information did you find today?

· What questions from your diagram did you answer today?

· What was the best source of information today?

· What did you find to be the most challenging part of today’s research?

· What stopped you in your tracks today?

· What were some questions you did not get to ask Miss Books or Mrs. Preidt today?

· Rate your time spent today on a scale of ten with ten being extremely productive and 1 being managing to breathe only.

· How can Miss Books or Mrs. Preidt help you tomorrow?

· What are some questions you can add to your diagram?

Your research journal will be graded according to the following:

· Effort – 20 points -- Did you make a good effort to honestly reflect on your research?  Did you write as much as you could?  If you wrote just a little, was it quality?  Did you use the questions to guide you?

· Readability – 10 points -- Is your writing clear and understandable?  Points will not be taken off for misspellings, grammar or mechanical errors as long as they do not halt understanding.

· Timeliness – 10 points -- Your journals must be turned in at the end of the period to achieve these daily points.

Evaluation:

Evaluation with students will be ongoing through conferencing and journaling.  The final product will be evaluated by both the media specialist and the classroom teacher.  Since it is a unit they have both worked very hard to organize and help the students through, they should both have input on the final grade.  Miss Books and I will each get a Debate Ballot to fill in as the students debate.  Each student in the classroom will receive one as well to complete.  The student ballots will be average together for one third of the individual’s grade with my ballot and that of Miss Books the remaining two thirds.  The students’ research journals, classroom debate work, and daily participation will all be separate grades.

Discussion between the classroom teacher and the media specialist will be ongoing throughout the unit with lesson tweaking occurring as needed.  Time has been planned after school each day for both media specialist and classroom teacher to read through the student’s journals.  This will provide an opportunity to check the student’s progress as well as the lesson’s effectiveness.  It will also be a springboard for discussion of the unit.

The last journal entry will take place after all debates have concluded and will be a student assessment of the unit.  It is always helpful to find out what the student has enjoyed, disliked, and what they think they have learned from a unit.

It is my hope that between the two of us we will generate a lot of documentation to prove that research and writing about real life helps improve student’s skills in language arts and critical thinking.  I believe with this unit we are meeting the student where they are.  We are helping them to find a voice about what affects their daily lives.  It is both of our hopes that, if nothing else, this unit empowers them a little.

Field Test:

This is lesson I have actually designed for my class.  We will be starting it May 6th in an abbreviated version.  Due to poor planning on my part, I did not realize I needed to field test this unit before hand.  I was so filled with pride that I was actually incorporating something from a master’s class into my own curriculum.  Also, with “crazy May” upon us, I did not take the time for peer review.  I apologize for this and understand that I will lose points from this section.

Resources and References:

Paige, Robert W.  Debate Skills.  Mark Twain Media, Inc.  2000.


This is the book I used to understand debate and all its forms.

Rueda, Robert, et al.  English.  Houghton Mifflin:  Boston, 2001.


This is my grammar textbook.  It has some useful items on debate in it as well as persuasion.

Callison, Daniel.  Key Words, Concepts and Methods for Information Age Instruction:  A                Guide to Teaching Information Inquiry.  LMS Associates:  Baltimore.


This is of course my standby for information inquiry knowledge of all sorts.  If I ever couldn’t quite remember something, it was easy to grab this and look it up.  Especially useful was chapter 3.

Annette Lamb’s 8W’s of Research

http://mypage.iu.edu/~anlamb/info/topic71.htm
Debate sites

http://www.lwv.org/media/debates/1984.html
http://www.cnn.com/2000/ALLPOLITICS/stories/01/26/debate.video/
http://debate.uvm.edu/wdivideo.html
http://debate.uvm.edu/watchdebate.html

The last two sites are very good for students to see examples of other students debating.  I think this is an excellent resource for introducing debate at the middle school level.

Great sites to help with planning a research unit

http://www.graphic.org/cluster.html
http://www.fno.org/ascd.html
http://ipl.si.umich.edu/div/teen/aplus/step2.htm
http://www.bcpl.net/~sullivan/modules/stand/cycle/pres.html
http://www.kn.pacbell.com/wired/21stcent/sitemap.html#identifying
http://www.la.mvla.net/Curric/English/The%20Research%20Cycle.htm

All of these sites had great ideas.  I really liked the 21st century site the best.  It had some great hands on information that teachers/media specialists can just run with.

Sites for evaluation of websites

http://www.siec.k12.in.us/~west/edu/rubric2.htm
http://www.bcpl.net/~sullivan/modules/tips/eval.html

These are both excellent sites.  I think the Sullivan site is more kid friendly.  In fact, it is one I use at home with my daughters as well as in the classroom.  These media specialists did a great job putting this site together!

Why are school uniforms right for BRMS?








What is the cost involved?





How will uniforms address peer pressure?





How would uniforms change discipline?








