Angie Roberts

L551 CourseQuest 3

“Reading Trial”- Information Inquiry for Fifth Grade Students 

Student Audience:

The student audience for this unit is composed of fifth grade students in a suburban/ rural elementary school.  This particular class has twenty-five students, predominantly Caucasian, of lower-middle to middle class socioeconomic status. 

Fifth grade students in this community are interested in the going to middle school next year, for the first time, the district will have two middle schools, as a new building will open in the fall. Students are familiar with the library media center, having a flexible schedule and participated in some inquiry projects in the past.

Students in this grade level are quite adept at receiving information.  In previous grades, students learned to compare stories of different cultures, restate facts to clarify ideas, recognize cause and effect, find the main idea and supporting evidence, evaluate new information and hypotheses, and make and confirm predictions. As with any grade level there will be a wide variety of ability levels, all students in this grade level/ class are reading independently.  Some students require auditory directions or reading materials aloud for full comprehension and support. As students in this class have completed some inquiry projects in the past, inquiry with this project will be conducted at a guided level.  According to Danny Callison, the guided level of inquiry, “combines research skills into a more natural flow of question raising and information seeking. Students often work in small groups and the topic for exploration is common across the class, as all students are generally expected to deal with the same amount of information and make a similar presentation.  Final reports will be similar in length and content, and assessed on the same rubric.” (2001)
Information Inquiry Role: 

The students are familiar with the concept of crime scene investigation, especially after a science unit on fingerprints.  A local police officer came into the school to discuss how policemen examine evidence at a crime scene.  The officer described one of the duties of a police officer is to serve as a witness during a trial.  The classroom teacher and library media specialist considered how evaluating literature and information sources is similar to how a jury must consider the evidence, set aside the extraneous information and support a verdict with evidence.  

Methods of scaffolding will be used to support student learning and increase information fluency.  For this unit, scaffolding methods include modeling of the procedure or process by the teacher or library media specialist, and practice thinking aloud.  By the class practicing thinking aloud as choices are made, this will enable students to better clarify their thoughts when writing in their journals. 

Guided practice through class activities allows students to gain a better understanding of expectations before completing the skill independently, and using a checklist that follows the expectations in the unit keeps students on track and gives them insight as to what to expect next. (Stripling)

Background Knowledge: 

By the fifth grade, students know how to summarize the main idea of a story, make predictions about the text using prior knowledge, compare and contrast information using a Venn Diagram, locate important information within a text, respond to comprehension questions about the text, recognize cause and effect, and interpret information using diagrams, charts and graphs.

Students will have basic knowledge of terms: Trial, Defendant, Prosecution, Evidence, Jury, Testimony, Witness, Judge, Alibi, and Verdict.

Students will know where to locate information within a book to include in a basic bibliographic citation, and the purpose of a bibliographic citation.

Students will know how to find award winning books in the library media center. 

Information Inquiry Concept:

The “Reading Jury” is an information inquiry project designed to allow students to examine and weigh important information within literature or information sources, as to make a decision about the content, main idea, motivations of the characters, conflicts within the story, and predict conclusions or resolutions based upon what they have read. 
When you read a book, you are getting the story from the point of view of the main character or multiple characters.  As a reader, you are similar to a jury in that you must hear all of the testimony (read the entire book or examine the entire source) before you can fully understand it.  The main character(s) is presenting the story as they see or experience it. Similar to the defense and prosecution in a trial, you are only getting a portion of the entire situation. The reader (or jury) must assess every side of the story to evaluate it (find main idea, draw conclusions, identify main problem or conflict, contrast actions and motives of characters).

Within a trial, a verdict can only be reached if all jurors agree.  There can be no reasonable doubt- or the smallest hint of indecision.  To prove your main idea theory or evaluation, you must be able to support it using evidence from the story.  

The scales of justice are symbolic of weighing evidence.  Readers must weigh information within the text of a book or content of a website. What is important?  What is irrelevant or less important? How does the story support one character or opinion over another?  Readers can also compare characters or plot conflicts from more than one book to gain a better understanding of how stories are told.
The “Reading Jury” unit addresses the following standards: 
Fifth Grade Indiana Academic Standards for Language Arts: 

5.2.3: Recognize main ideas presented in texts, identifying and assessing evidence that supports those ideas. 

5.2.4: Draw inferences, conclusions, or generalizations about the text and support them with textual evidence and prior knowledge. 

5.3.2:  Identify the main problem or conflict of the plot and explain how it is resolved. 

5.3.3: Contrast the actions, motives, and appearances of characters in a work of fiction and discuss the importance of the contrasts to the plot or theme. 

Information Literacy Standard 2: 

The student who is information literate evaluates information critically and competently. 

Indicator 1: determines accuracy, relevance and comprehensiveness.

Indicator 2: distinguishes among fact, point of view and opinion.

Indicator 4:  selects information appropriate to the problem or question at hand

Information Inquiry Model: 
I have chosen the BIG6 as the model for this project, due to the popularity of the model within public schools today.  I like the fact that there are only six steps, each with clear definitions and expectations.  Each step builds upon the previous step, yet the steps do not seem to overlap.  One of the drawbacks to the BIG6 model is that evaluation or reflection is left until the very end.  One way to compensate for this and allow for self reflection throughout the process is to have students complete journal entries for each day’s work on the project.  This type of self-evaluation method enables students to look back at their feelings and struggles or successes of the previous steps, and helps students make decisions for the coming steps. 

The mini-lessons for this unit focus on the BIG6 step three Location and Access of Information, where students must locate the sources and find information within the source, and step four, Use of information, where students must engage with the information by reading, listening, viewing or touching, and extract relevant information.  (Eisenberg and Berkowitz)  Steps three and four of the BIG6 model compare with the Search step of the Pathways to Knowledge research model by Pappas and Tepe, and Phase 3 of the I-Search research model by Macrorie. 

Students will be completing a reflection journal entry for each day’s work within this unit. With the exception of the journal, students will work in pairs for the duration of the project.

BIG 6:  

Task Definition:  

Read at least 4 picture books and 3 JFIC (junior fiction) books.

Choose two books from the same category to compare for the project.

Information Seeking Strategies: 

Books must be from YHBA list, Caldecott Award list or Newbery Award list.  Honor books for each award also count. 

Pairs must read the same books in order to complete the final project.  Pairs are encouraged to discuss what types of books they like ahead of time, to narrow down their areas of reading interests. Students may read different books at different times, then, recommend the book to their partner, but this is not recommended due to time constraints.

Location and Access: 

Students will find the information in the library media center or online. 

Students must be able to locate these books within the library. Award winners are noted within the library catalog.  The library media specialist will add links to websites for award winners and honor books on the library media center website.

Students will read their chosen books and finding the pertinent information within the material to document on a JURY NOTES page for each book read. 

Students will complete the citation form on the JURY NOTES page for each book read.

Use of Information:

Once each partner has completed a JURY NOTES sheet for each book read, pairs will discuss their favorites and choose two books for their presentation.  Each pair must create and print a comparison/ contrast graph or Venn diagram using Kidspiration for the two books selected.

Each student will compile an individual bibliography of books read for the project, using information from their JURY NOTES citations.

Synthesis:
Each pair will create a project that summarizes each of their two final books. The summary must include information about the main character, plot summary including the conflict and resolution and citation for that book. The project must also include a brief summary of how both books are similar.  (You must show each story individually, and then add a third section to compare the two books.) The project must include a brief description about the award or honor for the books.  Project format is the choice of the pair, but ideas must be okayed by the teacher after the pair have narrowed down their two final books. 

Evaluation:

Students will complete a self evaluation for their pair project.
Students will complete a survey of the information inquiry unit, as prepared by the library media specialist.

Students will hand in their “Jury Folders”, which must include the following:

· JURY NOTES for each book read.

· Bibliography of books read.

· Printout of Venn Diagram or Kidspiration comparison/ contrast chart.

· One journal entry per day of the project.

Student Performance: 

The objective of this lesson:

To select and evaluate information from a story and support the information with evidence from the text. 

To critically evaluate the text and compare it to that of a similar book.

Goals:

Students will be able to recognize the main idea of a story and identify supporting evidence of the main idea. (evidence of mastery: students will be able to support the main idea of a book at their reading level, with two pieces of evidence from the story.)

Students will be able to generalize the plot, draw inferences or predict conclusions and identify supporting evidence of their ideas.  (Evidence of mastery: students will be able to write a one paragraph summary of the plot, predict conclusions and choose one item of supporting evidence from a book at their reading level.)

Students will be able to identify the conflict within the story and explain how it is resolved. (Evidence of mastery: students will be able to summarize the book’s main conflict and give a one to three sentence answer as to how the conflict was resolved within the story.)

Students will be able to contrast the actions and motives of characters within a story and discuss how those contrasts are important to the plot or main idea. 

(Students will complete a comparison/ contrast chart or Venn diagram that specifies two characters within a story, one action of each character and a brief description of how that character is important to the plot of the story.)

Students will compile a bibliography of all books read for the project.

Students will perform self evaluation through a reflective journal each day of the process.  The teacher will provide a prompt for journal writing, and students must complete at least one journal entry using the prompt, but may also write freely to describe any other thoughts they may have throughout the process within the journal. 
Student products will be assessed via a project checklist and student self evaluations. 
Teaching Materials: 

Adler, David. America’s Champion Swimmer: Gertrude Ederle. San Diego: 
Harcourt, 2000.

Konigsburg, E.L. The View from Saturday. New York: Aladdin, 1998.
Kidspiration software.

Reading Jury Information Inquiry Mini- Lessons: 

(IAS: 5.3.3) This activity promotes active involvement of comparison of characters and integration of different stories into the plot. 

Read as a class, The View from Saturday by E.L. Konigsburg.  Discuss how each chapter is presented from a specific character’s point of view.  You learn about the wedding from the perspective of Noah, and about turtles from the perspective of Nadia, and then eventually how those two events merge together.   Working in pairs, have students choose two of the main characters and complete a CHARACTER COMPARISON CHART.

(IAS: 5.2.3) This class activity introduces the concept of anticipation and reaction to a text, promoting prediction and evidence skills.

Before reading aloud America’s Champion Swimmer: Gertrude Ederle, discuss the English Channel, the current events of the time, and distance (in relation to football field or playground or from school to grocery store).  Before reading the story to students, have students fold the ANTICIPATION/ REACTION sheet length-wise, to reveal the left side or “anticipation” checklist for each of the following statements: (have students check either “I agree” or “I disagree” for each statement)


A woman can swim farther and faster than any man.


It is possible to swim for fourteen hours straight.


In 1924, the women’s Olympic swimming team won more points than the 
other teams combined.


A person can swim across the English Channel, which is more than twenty 
miles wide.


After nearly drowning as a child, Gertrude Ederle became the most 
famous swimmer of her time.

After reading Gertrude Ederle to the class, have students flip their anticipation/ reaction sheet to reveal the “reaction” side of the checklist and repeat the above statements.  Have students check either “I agree” or “I disagree” for each statement.  Discuss whether students had anticipated or predicted correctly.  Did your answers change after hearing the story?  What evidence from the story made you change your mind?  Have your feelings changed about women/ this time period/ such athletic feats, since reading this book?  If yes, how?

Library Media Specialist’s Role in the Inquiry Process:

The library media specialist will be responsible for linking award and honor book lists onto the library media center website. She will also be supporting students when locating information and compiling their bibliography of books read. The library media specialist will create a student survey which will evaluate the information seeking process, student’s feelings throughout the process, and the expectations of student work.  The library media specialist will also be responsible for portions of the student evaluation.
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Cover Page for Inquiry Project
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Concept/ Motivation for student “jurors”.
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This sheet outlines the “rules” of the project, and an estimated timeline for completion.
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This sheet serves to provide students with a list of expectations for the inquiry project and a checklist for them to use throughout the process. 
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To be completed individually as additional practice for students to extract the main idea and supporting evidence from a text. 
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The Evidence Collection form is a supplemental form for students needing extra practice when identifying key information within a story.  An listening station will be set up in the classroom with a handful of audio books from which students can choose.  Lower ability students may count one of these books toward the inquiry project, as permitted by the classroom teacher.  
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Just prior to beginning the Reading Jury inquiry project, the students will have read as a class, The View from Saturday by E.L. Konigsburg. Using this book serves as a springboard into this class activity, which provides students with practice of comparing characters within a story. Students will work in pairs to complete the Character Comparison chart.
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This sheet is to be used for the Anticipation/ Reaction class activity using the book, America’s Champion Swimmer: Gertrude Elderle by David Adler.  Students will fold the sheet in half to reveal the Anticipation side, and check the appropriate box for the ideas given before the book is read to the class.  The teacher will then read the book.  Students will then flip over the sheet to reveal the Reaction side, and once again, mark their answers to the stated ideas.  Teacher will lead a class discussion about student’s change in perceptions based upon evidence within the story.  
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The Jury Notes page allows students to document citation information and important information from each book read.  This sheet will serve as an evaluation tool when included into the student’s Jury Folder.  This sheet also provides students with the required information to complete their bibliography.
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Though not the form students will use to create their own Kidspiration or Venn Diagram comparison and contrast of their two books, this sheet serves as an example of the content required for comparison of the two books. 
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Rubric used to assess student ability and project for the Reading Jury Inquiry Project.

Learning Materials:

Class materials:  

The class will complete a CHARACTER COMPARISON CHART based upon the characters in the novel, The View from Saturday by E.L. Konigsburg.

The class will complete an ANTICIPATION/ REACTION sheet for the story, America’s Champion Swimmer: Gertrude Ederle by David Adler.

Students may read a picture book and use the PROVE IT sheet to practice selecting the key ideas within a story. 

Students who prefer or require auditory instruction may use the EVIDENCE COLLECTION sheet for practicing selecting key ideas after listening to an audio book. 

Inquiry Materials:

Students will be given a SUMMONS FOR JURY DUTY, which outlines the processes within the BIG6 model and the expectations for each level, and serves as a checklist for students to use throughout the process. 

Students will have available JURY NOTES pages which will be used to compile important information regarding the story and bibliographic citation information.

Students may use the COMPARISON/ CONTRAST CHART as a guide when creating their Kidspiration or Venn diagram comparisons of their two final books. 

Students will have computer access available to look up links to award and honor books on the library media center website.  

Students will be able to visit the library media center for book check out during any “downtime” in the classroom schedule.

Feedback and Evaluation: 

Using an EVALUATION RUBRIC, student success will be measured predominantly by the process and grasp of the literacy concepts, rather than the end product.  Students should include each of the required elements for the final product however, as the project format is left up to the students, the demonstration of understanding the key ideas serves as the main goal. 

The library media specialist will be responsible for the evaluation of the bibliography, and the comparison/ contrast chart of the two final books.  The classroom teacher will evaluate the completion of the other project requirements.  It is also the classroom teacher’s responsibility to make any individual exceptions or assessments for students with special needs. 

Students will be given a brief survey to describe their experiences in the unit. Questions will pertain to the information seeking process, student’s feelings throughout the process, and the expectations for student work. This type of survey can be used to improve upon similar lessons in the future for both the teacher and library media specialist, as well as provide data for an evidence-based library media program.  
Field Test:

A sixth grade student (I do not know any fifth grade students well enough to have asked them to participate in the field test) agreed to try out the anticipation/ reaction worksheet.  The student completed the anticipation side, but read the book himself, rather than having me read it.  Afterward, I again read the statements, having the student complete the reaction portion of the worksheet.  The student found that he was surprised at how certain he was about the statements before the story, but he liked the information in the book and he might consider looking up more information about sports records from history.  His reactions did differ from the anticipations after reading the story.
Resources & References:
Callison, Daniel. Key Words, Concepts and Methods for Information Age 
Instruction: A Guide to Teaching Information Inquiry. Baltimore, MD: LMS 
Associates, LLC, 2001.
Eisenberg, Michael. BIG6. 2001. 3 April 2006 <http://www.big6.com/>.

“Lesson Locator”.  Indiana Department of Education. 27 March 2006 
<http://www.lessonlocator.org/>.

Pathways to Knowledge. 2000. 3 April 2006 
<http://www.sparkfactor.com/clients/follett/home.html>.
Stripling, Barbara K. and Sandra Hughes- Hassell.  Curriculum Connections Through the Library. Westport, CT: Libraries Unlimited, 2003.

Unit Comparison:

Fifth grade students who successfully complete this unit will be able to better evaluate online resources and database or reference information as they move onto middle school.  By learning how to evaluate information read and understand it from a variety of perspectives, students will be able to better understand the motives of information found on websites and compare that with resources found in the library media center. 

 Fifth grade students are using the same basic skills as was learned by the first graders in the “Book ‘Em Detective” unit, but at a much more complex level. 
Within the Indiana’s language arts standards, each grade level incorporates some variation of these basic skills, and students will be required to build upon them and eventually transform these skills into critical evaluation of texts, the ability to skim and locate significant information, make predictions about what is read based upon major points in the text, and follow multi-step instructions.

The roles of the information scientist change from grade one to grade five in that students have become more independent learners.  They are able to make decisions about what they would like to learn and use past literacy skills to find their own information.  Less controlled practice is needed, and students are in control of the time management and information collection within the unit. 

Students at the fifth grade level have more freedom as to how and when they accomplish their tasks; there is more variety in their choices for demonstrating learned skills and methods in which to present what they have learned. For example, in this unit, the fifth grade students were responsible for finding the appropriate materials, creating their own “timeline” for completion of the project and deciding upon and creating a final presentation. First grade students are expected to work at a similar pace, demonstrate specific skills and produce similar outcomes.  
In the fifth grade, the role of the instructional specialist changes, in that teachers and media specialists become more of a coach through the process, and less of a “hand holder”.  Teachers and media specialists can use this time to enhance student’s current knowledge at the time of need- whether by an impromptu lesson on bibliographic citations or redirecting students to help them get back on track if they have lost focus.
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SUMMONS:

Juror Responsibilities:

		Task Definition:  

		Read at least 4 picture books and 3 JFIC (junior fiction) books.

		Choose two books from the same category to compare for the project.



		Information Seeking Strategies: 

		Books must be from YHBA list, Caldecott list or Newbery list.  Honor books for each award also count. 

		Pairs must read the same books in order to complete the final project.  Pairs are encouraged to discuss what types of books they like ahead of time, to narrow down their areas of reading interests. Students may read different books at different times, then, recommend the book to their partner, but this is not recommended due to time constraints.



		Location and Access: 

		Students will find the information in the library media center or online. 

		Students must be able to locate these books within the library. Award winners are noted within the library catalog.  The library media specialist will add links to websites for award winners and honor books on the library media center website.

		Students will read their chosen books and finding the pertinent information within the material to document on a JURY NOTES page for each book read. 

		Students will complete the citation form on the JURY NOTES page for each book read.



		Use of Information:

		Once each partner has completed a JURY NOTES sheet for each book read, pairs will discuss their favorites and choose two books for their presentation.  Each pair must create and print a comparison/ contrast graph or Venn diagram using Kidspiration for the two books selected.

		Each student will compile an individual bibliography of books read for the project, using information from their JURY NOTES citations.



		Synthesis:

		Each pair will create a project that summarizes each of their two final books. The summary must include information about the main character, plot summary including the conflict and resolution and citation for that book. The project must also include a brief summary of how both books are similar.  (You must show each story individually, and then add a third section to compare the two books.) The project must include a brief description about the award or honor for the books.  Project format is the choice of the pair, but ideas must be okayed by the teacher after the pair have narrowed down their two final books. 



		Evaluation:

		Students will complete a self evaluation for their pair project.

		Students will complete a survey of the information inquiry unit, as prepared by the library media specialist.

		Students will hand in their “Jury Folders”, which must include the following:

			JURY NOTES for each book read.

			Bibliography of books read.

			Printout of Venn Diagram or Kidspiration comparison/ contrast chart.

			One journal entry per day.





This sheet serves to provide students with a list of expectations for the inquiry project and a checklist for them to use throughout the process. 
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Evidence Collection

Name: ______________

Directions: Listen to the audio book at station #3.  As you listen, write down in your evidence notebook the main ideas or events in the story. 



		Title of Book: _______________

		Important Characters:





		Important events in story:



1.

2.

3.

4.

5. 



		Of those important events, what is the main idea of the story?





		How did you decide the which was the main idea?







The Evidence Collection form is a supplemental form for students needing extra practice when identifying key information within a story.  An listening station will be set up in the classroom with a handful of audio books from which students can choose.  Lower ability students may count one of these books toward the inquiry project, as permitted by the classroom teacher.  
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Anticipation     Reaction

		BEFORE  the Story:

I AGREE:		BEFORE  the Story:

I DISAGREE		AFTER  the Story:

I AGREE:
		AFTER  the Story:


I DISAGREE







































This sheet is to be used for the Anticipation/ Reaction class activity using the book, America’s Champion Swimmer: Gertrude Elderle by David Adler.  Students will fold the sheet in half to reveal the Anticipation side, and check the appropriate box for the ideas given before the book is read to the class.  The teacher will then read the book.  Students will then flip over the sheet to reveal the Reaction side, and once again, mark their answers to the stated ideas.  Teacher will lead a class discussion about student’s change in perceptions based upon evidence within the story.  
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SAMPLE: Compare and Contrast Graph

For your final project, compare and contrast two books (both JP or both JFIC- NOT one of each).  Discuss each book and compare jury notes.  Write the main comparison and contrast points on this graph.







Book 1:

Title,

Author

Main Characters

Plot: 

Conflict & Resolution

How characters are

Important to the 

conflict and resolution







Book 2:

Title,

Author

Main Characters

Plot: 

Conflict & Resolution

How characters are

Important to the 

conflict and resolution



Though not the form students will use to create their own Kidspiration or Venn Diagram comparison and contrast of their two books, this sheet serves as an example of the content required for comparison of the two books. 
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Evaluation Rubric

		ABOVE EXPECTATIONS
4		GOOD

3		NEEDS IMPROVEMENT
2		POOR

1		INCOMPLETE

0

		Student read required materials

		Student completed JURY NOTES for each book read

		Student completed journal entry for each day

		Student completed bibliography

		Pair completed Compare/ Contrast graph

		Student Understands concept of MAIN IDEA

		Demonstrates ability to support evidence within text.

		Demonstrates ability to explain conflict and resolution within text.

		Demonstrates ability to make inferences, generalizations or draw conclusions about text.









































Rubric used to assess student ability and project for the Reading Jury Inquiry Project.
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JURY NOTES:



 Juror’s Name: ________________________________________ 



		Title of Book:

		Author:

		Publisher:

		City of Publication:

		Year of Publication:





		Circle One:  Newbery Award/ Honor, Caldecott Award/ Honor, YHBA Award/ Honor





		Describe the Main Character:







		What is the Main Idea of the Story?







		Conflict or Problem in the story:







		Resolution to the problem:







		Did you like this book? Why?







		Do you think this book would make a good selection for your project? Why?





The Jury Notes page allows students to document citation information and important information from each book read.  This sheet will serve as an evaluation tool when included into the student’s Jury Folder.  This sheet also provides students with the required information to complete their bibliography.
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Character Comparison:

The View From Saturday

Names: ____________________________

Directions:  Compare and Contrast two of the student characters from the story.

		Character 1:
_____________		Character 2:
_____________

		Home Life:		Home Life:


		How character 1  views himself/ herself: 		How character 2 views himself/ herself:

		What talent or specific  does this character bring to the academic competition?		What talent or specific  does this character bring to the academic competition?


		Describe the behaviors or actions of character 1: 		Describe the behaviors or actions of character 1: 


		How are these two characters similar?		How are these two characters different?

























Just prior to beginning the Reading Jury inquiry project, the students will have read as a class, The View From Saturday by E.L. Konigsburg. Using this book serves as a springboard into this class activity, which provides students with practice of comparing characters within a story. Students will work in pairs to complete the Character Comparison chart.
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Prove It- Class Activity

Name:___________

Directions:

Choose one picture book. Document the MAIN IDEA of the story and 3 pieces of information from the story to prove the main idea.

		Title and author of story: __________________________________________



		The MAIN IDEA of the story:



	________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



		Information that proves your main idea:



____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________









To be completed individually as additional practice for students to extract the main idea and supporting evidence from a text. 
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Concept

		Imagine that you are the jury for a reading trial.  In a trial, each side (the defense and the prosecution) present their side of the story. It is the jury’s responsibility to decide which side has the strongest case based upon the evidence or facts they present to support their story. 

		When reading, it is important for the reader to be able to recognize the facts (such as main idea) and support the main idea with other information from the story. 







Concept/ Motivation for student “jurors”.
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SUMMONS:

You have been selected to serve as a member of the Reading Jury.

		You must choose a partner. 

		You will be reading a variety of books. It will be your job as a juror to weigh the information within the books to produce a “verdict” or project about what you have read. 

		The second page of the summons outlines the entire project.  Check off items as you complete them, and do not move onto a new step until the one before it has been completed. 

		Each day, you must write in your journal about your experience with this project.  Mrs. Smith will give you an idea to think about when writing. You may write more than once per day if you wish.

		You have one month (until November 27th) to complete this project. 

		A timeline for each step is listed at the right of this page.

		IF YOU GET STUCK OR HAVE QUESTIONS, PLEASE ASK YOUR TEACHER!







		Task Definition:

		Find a partner (by this Friday!)

		Think about books you are interested in… (make a list!)

		Information Seeking Strategies:



Books may be from YHBA list, Caldecott or Newbery List, or Honor Books.

		Location and Access:



Read the books. Complete a JURY NOTES page for each book. You may read more than the required amount if you do not like a book.

		You have up to three weeks (until November 20th) to complete these first three steps! After you have read your books and chosen the two books to compare, check with your teacher!





		Use of the Information:



Once you have complete a jury note sheet for each book, you must work together to compare/ contrast your sheets to create a graph.  

		Synthesis:



Create a project to compare two stories and main characters.  

Present  your project. (NOV. 27th)

Evaluation:

Complete a student survey.

Complete a self evaluation for your project. 

Put all items into your Jury Folder and turn in. 



This sheet outlines the “rules” of the project, and an estimated timeline for completion.
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Court is now in session
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