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Introduction


When you think of the Middle Ages, do you think of a “brightly colored, chessboard world” with Kings and Queens strolling through the halls of a splendid castle?  Or do you imagine brave Knights slaying dragons and rescuing damsels in distress?  Perhaps you admire the Bishops praying faithfully for the people in their flock; or pity the lowly Pawns humbly playing their part, trapped in an unfair system of government?


With the fall of Rome, Europe fell into a period of lawlessness, violence, barbaric invasions and war. It’s not called the “Dark Ages” for nothing!  Kings needed well-trained and well-armed armies and their subjects needed to be protected. Through this WebQuest, you are going to learn how this symbiotic relationship between the Kings and their subjects gave rise to feudalism and manorialism as the political, economic and social structures of the day and how they affected the daily lives of medieval people for hundreds of years.

Essential Questions:

How would your position in the hierarchy of feudalism 

 have affected your life during the Middle Ages?
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Task 


You have been assigned to one of five social positions by your teacher.  You have been made a lord, a knight, a priest, a merchant or a peasant/serf.  You and the members of your group will be responsible for researching the different aspects of your social class’ daily medieval life.  When you have completed your research, you will work cooperatively with your group to create a tri-fold poster or a PowerPoint presentation to assist your group in presenting an oral presentation that shows a complete picture of what life was like for you and where you fit in the social structure.  
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Process

1. Meet with your fellow group members.  Go to Evaluation to see the  

    individual and group rubrics that describe what and how and your group

    will be evaluated.  Select a folder to store your work.

2.  Each person in your group will accept one of the following      
responsibilities within the social class you have been assigned:

Architect – You are responsible for researching the type of housing you would have lived in. 

· What types of materials were used to build houses?


Foreman – You are responsible for researching what type of work you 
would have done in your social position.  

· What types of tools do you use?  

· Is your work difficult?  

· Does it take a lot of training?

Baker/Cook – You are responsible for researching the type of food you would have eaten. 

· How many meals a day do you eat?  

· Where do you get your food? 


Seamstress/Tailor – You are responsible for researching the type of 
clothes you wore.  

· Who make the clothes?  

· What do they look like?


Merrymaker – You are responsible for researching what people in your 
social position did for entertainment.  

· What type of art, music do you enjoy?   

· What kind festivals or holidays do you enjoy?


Inventor – You are responsible for researching what was invented during 
to the Middle Ages to make life easier.  

· What technological advances are making your life easier? 

3.  As a group, decide which presentation format (posters or Power Point) you  

     will use  during your oral presentation.

4.  Use the Questions Sheet to brainstorm and create a list of questions that will guide your research.  The questions above should help get you started.  You  need to add at least 10 more questions to your map. 


Learner Advice:

Take a few minute to brainstorm on your own.  Then meet another student who has the same occupation as you in another group.  Can you think of any more questions together?  Finally, meet back with your whole group and share your questions and ideas.  Help others to think of questions for their list and let them help you.  It’s a good idea to work with others – two (or more) heads are always better than one!

5.  Ready to start your research?  You will use the Internet and print resources to locate information about your topic.  Look at Student Resources to find a  variety of materials that will be useful to you. (Information Seeking / Location and   

       Access)

Something to Think About:  

· You will need to use your “resource evaluation skills” to determine which resources will best fit your information need.  Also, some print resources may not be immediately available.  You may need to request a hold on some items.  Plan carefully so that you can get the resources you need in a timely manner.

· Also, if you are having any difficulty finding or using a resource, make sure to ask for your teacher or media specialist for help.  They would be happy to help you!

6. Now that you have located  and evaluated your resources, you need to

read and take notes on at least three (3) interesting or important pieces of      

     information from at least five (5) of different resources.  Remember that notes   

     are not sentences or paragraphs, but simple bullet statements.


For example:  The Moon

· Cold

· Diameter – 3476 km

· Distance from earth – 384,000 km


Notes like these will help you to use your words when writing and to avoid 
plagerism!

     Also, remember to document your sources.  This is very important for   

     several reasons:

1. You will remember where you found information in case you need to go back and look at it again.  

2. You will need it to create your bibliography.  

3. Most importantly, you must give credit to the person whose ideas and information you are using.  (Using Information)
     You can use Noodletools to help create your bibliography.

7.  Now it’s time to organize your information and check the Required Elements

section to see if you have gathered everything you need.  If you have, great!   If not, don’t worry.  Just go back and continue your research until you       

     have everything, but remember to keep an eye on the time.

8.  Once you have everything, meet with your group members and share your   

     findings.  Work together as group to plan the design layout of your group’s   

     posters or PowerPoint presentation.  You can sketch your ideas out on   

     paper.  You are working together, but each person in your group will be   

    responsible for the information they researched.


Something to Think About:  

· If you are creating posters, will you hand- write out you information or use the computer?  Will you use images from books and magazines or will you draw pictures? 

·  If you are creating a PowerPoint presentation, what background colors and font will you use? How will they be laid out?

9.   Create you product! (Synthesis)
10. You have worked hard and are almost ready to present!  Give your work   

 one last check using the Required Elements list and Rubric to evaluate your work and your group’s project.  (Evaluation)
11.  After you have given your oral presentation you need to turn in your 

       folder with the following items included:

· Your brainstorming web

· Your notes

· A bibliography

· Your Self Evaluation Sheet

This will be worth 8 points.
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Student Resources


Learner Advice:


There are literally hundreds of books and web sites about the Middle 
Ages.  
Those listed are just a few.  Sometimes too much information can be 
overwhelming and looking for information can be time consuming, 
especially if 
you find some really interesting stuff! Plan carefully and use 
your time wisely.    

Electronic Resources

	General Information

Middle Ages and Feudal Life
Life in a Medieval Castle
The Lifestyle of Medieval Peasants 
History for Kids: The Middle Ages
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	Arts and Entertainment

Arts and Entertainment
Medieval Music
Music - The Medieval Era
Medieval Instruments
	Castles

Types of Castles 
Attacking the Castle
An Introduction to Fief & Castle
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	Clothing

Medieval Life - Clothing
Medieval Shoes      Clothing
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	Daily Life

Tales of the Middle Ages - Daily Life
Medieval Town Life

	Food

Medieval Life - Food
Food & Drink
Food & Beverages of the Middle Ages
Medieval Food


	Games

Medieval Games & Recreation
Games of the Viking & Anglo Saxon Age
Rules for Medieval Games
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	Homes

Medieval Homes
Medieval Life - Homes
Medieval Life - Manor
Medieval Peasant House

	Knights

Knight Life
Weapons
Castle Learning Center: Medieval Knights
The Knight’s Realm
Technology

The Medieval Technology Pages
This is a challenging site but may lead you to some other ideas that you can look for elsewhere.
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	Occupations

Medieval Occupations
The Peasant’s Realm
The Merchant’s Realm

	Religion / Monks / Nuns

Religion
Life in a Medieval Monestary
The Nun’s Realm
Men of God
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Print Resources


You can also use the print and electronic resources in the school media center and myilibrary (you will need a user name and password) or from the public library and its ilibrary resources (you will need a library card). 

The public library has a nice Information Guide on the Middle Ages for students. 

Castles

Macdonald, Fiona.  A Medieval Castle.  Chicago:  Peter Bedrick Books, 1990.

Food

Bhote, Tehmina.  Medieval Feasts and Banquets: Food, Drink and Celebration in the Middle 
Ages.  New York: Rosen Central, 2004.


This book discusses not only the feasts and banquets of the time but also the story of 
how people produced the food they would eat, how they spiced food to preserve it, and 
how it was cooked. It even tells us which social classes ate what. 

Gies, Frances.  Daily Life in the Medieval Times:  A Vivid, Detailed Account of Birth, 
Marriage and Death; Food, Clothing and Housing; Love and Labor in the Middle 
Ages.  
New York:  Black Dog and Leventhal, 1999.

Compiles the Gies' three books Life in a Medieval Castle, Life in a Medieval City 
and Life in a Medieval Village to provide a broad social history of 14th-century Europe.  This is not a juvenile book, but contains some interesting information.

Knights

Hart, Avery, and Paul Mantell. Knights and Castles: 50 Hands-On Activities to
        Experience the Middle Ages. Charlotte, Vermont: Williamson Publishing, 1998. 
Macdonald, Fiona.  How to be a Medieval Knight.  Washington, D.C.: National  

        Geographic, 2005.

Steele, Philip. Knights. New York: Kingfisher, 1998

Middle Ages (General)

Jordan, William Chester.  The Middle Ages:  A Watts Guide for Children.  New York:  

        Franklin Watts, 1999.
Macdonald, Fiona.  First Facts About the Middle Ages.  New York:  Peter Bedrick, 1997.


Surveys the dwellings, occupations, food, religion, festivals, cathedrals, clothing, 
diseases and customs that prevailed in Europe during the Middle Ages.
Fiona, Macdonald.  How Would You Have Survived the Middle Ages?  New York:  

        Franklin Watts, 1995.

McNeill, Sarah.  The Middle Ages.  New York:  Oxford University Press, 1998.

Wroble, Lisa A.  Kids in the Middle Ages.  New York:  PowerKids Press, 2004.

Occupations

Galloway, Priscilla.  Archer, Alchemists and 98 Other Medieval Jobs You Might Have 

        Loved or Loathed.  Toronto:  Annick Press, 2003.


A fun and interesting book that highlights the many different occupations held by the 
people of the Middle Ages.

Video

Everyday Life in the Renaissance.  Wynnewood, PA:  Schlessinger Media, 2004.


Explore how people lived during the Renaissance, including their


houses, clothes and food.  Also explains how the changes in the roles of 


work, education and religion affected the family. 
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Conclusion

Unlike today’s world where someone’s social status is usually connected to the amount of money they earn, the social structure of the Middle Ages was created out of need and function.  Medieval people needed someone to lead and protect (kings and lords), someone to pray and lead spiritually (priests and monks), someone to fight (knights and soldiers) and someone to work (peasants and serfs).  Feudalism, good or bad, provided the structure that met these needs, but at what cost?

What do you think?  

· Do we have the same needs today in our country?  

· Who meets our needs today?  Give an example and compare your example to a similar person from the Middle Ages.

Just for Fun!

Create or bring in an artifact from the middle ages, used or enjoyed by a person in your role (architect, cook, tailor, merrymaker, or inventor) that is still in use today.  An example would be a style of architecture or a style of clothing.  You can share your item with the class on the day you give your presentation.
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Credits and Resources

The title of the WebQuest was borrowed from:

Arnold, Ralph.  Kings, Bishops, Knights and Pawns.  New York: Norton, 1963.

Clip Art from:

Medieval Woodcut Clip Art Collection  http://www.godecookery.com/clipart/

Miller, Olive Beaupre.  A Picturesque Tale of Progress.  Chicago:  The Book 
House for Children, 1953.

Rubrics were created using Rubistar at http://rubistar@4teachers.org
Format is based on a template from The Webquest Page at http://webquest.sdsu.edu/LessonTemplate.html
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Evaluation

Rubric
