Ideas for Selection Criteria
· Information should be as accurate as possible.

· The item should be complete and properly balanced, with regard being given to its subject and intended scope.

· The author should have distinguished between fact and opinion.

· The item should contain current information.

· The writing style and treatment of the subject should be appropriate to the type of demand to be met.

· The title reflected the cultural values of its country of origin is to be preferred.

· The physical characteristics of the items are generally of minor importance unless there are two items similar in terms of content; when this occurs, such factors as typeface, illustrations, binding, paper, bibliography may make the final decision

(elementary: binding and illustrations; all schools: table of contents and index)

· Is the format appropriate for the content and anticipated use?

· Are the materials appropriate for the intended age group?

· Is the format timely? (audiotapes versus CDs, videotape Vs DVDs)

· Are the matters timely?

· Is the information derived from an established body of knowledge?

· Is the author reputable?

· Is the scope broad or narrow?

· Is the physical makeup of the material appropriate?

· Are the contents valid, reliable, complete, and objective?
· Is recency and issue?

· Is the material clearly presented in a well-represented fashion?

· Is the sequence of the content logical?

· Is the material well-balanced?

· Is the style of presentation, the general comprehension level, and the nature of the concepts appropriate for the intended audience?

· Are the materials interesting and stimulating?

· Do the materials appeal to the imagination, to the senses, to the intellect or to the user’s tastes?

· Is the price of the item within budgetary limitations?

· Does the item contain distinctive characteristics that make it unique and valuable in a specific area?

· Does the item have appeal?

· Is the item appropriate given the school’s philosophy and course of study?

· Is there sufficient need for the item?

· How many will use it?

· Is it suited to the particular needs and abilities of those who will use it?

· In fiction:

Are the characters believable and constant?

Are the characters stereotyped?

Is the plot logical and well-constructed?

Is the central theme appropriate?

Does the setting support the author’s purpose?

Does the writing style fit the materials and theme?

Are the illustrations clear, simple, and suitable for the audience?

· In nonfiction:

Are tools provided for maximum access: table of contents, index?

Are illustrations used often and effectively?

Does the author present the material in a fair, unbiased manner?
