Pathfinder Assignment

L595

Robin Bratton

June 4, 2003
Real-life Situation

            A social studies teacher asks me for many electronic sources that he can use with his students to explore the topic of Westward Expansion.  He is interested in assigning different topics associated with Westward Expansion for individual students to research and present.  This is the teacher’s first foray into electronic research with students, and he wants to be able to give them some structure and guidance to make their time spent online purposeful and productive.  This request will result in a school library pathfinder.  His students are freshmen in high school, and I will focus on reading levels grades eight through ten because of the following reasons:


1.  I am aware that there is a state standard that mandates the teaching of 

                Westward Expansion in the eighth grade.


2.  I can share the pathfinder with the middle school media specialist.


3.  Focusing on multiple grade levels will help students with different reading, 
                 comprehension, and writing abilities.  Some students will benefit from a 

                 simpler format while other students will be challenged by more difficult 

                 materials.


Since this is the teacher’s first major assignment with Internet sources, I will suggest web sites that detail user responsibility-- authority and citation issues.  If he allows students to go beyond the pathfinder’s suggestions,  I will also conduct an exercise on authority with his classes to make them consider the validity of sites.

Selection Process.—How were the materials chosen?  

          I used many of the portals suggested in the L595 syllabus to access appropriate information.  I considered the subject, content, reading level, interest, usability, appearance, and authority.  I also consulted the class text, Building Treehouses for Learning:  Technology in Today’s Classrooms.  I was already familiar with Librarians’ Index to the Internet ( http://lii.org), so I used that and found FindArticles.com for a suitable electronic journal.  Accessibility is also a concern for rural students, so I tried to provide access to Johnson County Public Library by giving the online catalog address and offering to be a courier of materials.

Suggested Applications/ Promotional Ideas: 


Pathfinders are valuable tools to library users and researchers.  Many people do not know what they are.  Publicizing the fact that as librarian, I can help teachers and students by making pathfinders for specific topics or assignments will promote good will and good use of the library media center.  Some ideas about promoting pathfinders are as follows:
· Sending a monthly E-mail of a prepared pathfinder to department heads, rotating departments. They, then, may share those at department meetings.
· Presenting this pathfinder at a social studies department meeting, thus explaining the definition and use of pathfinders
· Sharing information with eighth grade social studies teams and the middle school librarian about this particular pathfinder.   

· Creating a display of featured books and visual materials along with electronic addresses.  This will help show students a collection of varied materials that could be utilized in a research project.
· Collaborating with teachers by creating a pathfinder together.

(Pathfinder begins on next page; Marc Record example is on the last page.)
.
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An Indian Creek High School Library Media Center Pathfinder

         This pathfinder was designed to help you find interesting information on how America’s West was settled.  Not only are there books that you will find in this library, but there are also electronic resources that you may access here at school or at home through the Internet.  Some of the books, maps, and CD-ROMs are housed here at ICHS, and some can be found through Johnson County Public Library (JCPL).  Let me know if there is something you need from JCPL, and I’ll stop by there, put it in my saddlebag, and Pony-Express it WEST to Indian Creek. (I know, I know.  That was bad).   

* Note the citation information at the end of this pathfinder.  You must give credit to the sources you use in your project.  Your teacher and I will be explaining this further.

WEBSITES 
American Memory : Historical Collections for the National Digital Library. The Library 
          of Congress, 21 Feb. 2003.  03 June 2003

          < http://lcweb2.loc.gov/amhome.html>.


This is a great place to start.  The search term Westward expansion led me 
           to 97 items with that exact phrase.  Think of the possibilities!

American Westward Expansion.  AmericanWest.com, 2003.  03 June 2003.

          <http://www.americanwest.com/pages/awexpans.htm>.



This page has links to information on the Pony Express, key dates of 

           expansion, and the transcontinental railroad.

Helfert, Manfred.  History in Song.  06 May 01. 02 June 2003
         <http://www.fortunecity.com/tinpan/parton/2/west.html#top >. 



If you are interested in all kinds of music, you will have some fun with   
            this site.  There are songs about the Gold Rush, songs about cowboys, and songs  

            about outlaws.  You might consider using these as features or even background 
            music to help set the mood for your presentation.

The History Net : Where History Lives on the Web.  About, Inc. 2002.  03 June 2003     
          <http://www.thehistorynet.com/>.



This has many sites listed related to Westward Expansion.  You’ll also 
          find related searches for maps, art, and timelines.

Land of Golden Dreams:  California in the Gold Rush Decade 1848-1858.  The 

          Huntington Library, Art Collections, and BotanicalGardens.  San Marion, CA:  

          Hunting Library, 1999.  01 June 2003
          <http://www.huntington.org/Education/GoldRush/index.html>. 



This site represents a collection of manuscripts, drawings, and print 
           materials that help tell the story of one of the most dynamic decades that shaped 

           the U. S.   The visuals are interesting and sometimes amusing.  Especially of note 
           are the “Gold Rush Links” and the information of how California was changed and 
           the overall results of this American phenomenon.  

Museum of Westward Expansion Tour.  The Museum of Westward Expansion at the 
           Gateway Arch. 03 June 2003 <http://www.nps.gov/jeff/mus-tour.htm>.



This is an easy and fun site to navigate.  Remember, the Arch at St. Louis 
           is to represent the entrance to the western frontier.

New Perspectives on The West.  The West Film Project, 2001.  03 June 2003

           <http://www.pbs.org/weta/thewest/>.



There are at least two sides to every story, right?  Find out about those 
          who opposed the western movement or the outcome of the western movement.

TreasureNet Historical Image Collection.  TreasureNet, 2002.  03 June 2003

<http://www.treasurenet.com/images/>.

If you need pictures to enhance your presentation, try this site.

Trinklein, Michael.  The Oregon Trail.  2002.  03 June 2003
<http://www.isu.edu/~trinmich/Oregontrail.html>.

In this award-winning site,  you’ll find diaries, books, “Fantastic Facts,” 
            and other great  information.  It’s very easy to search.

Westward Expansion.  Westward Expansion History Resources.  01 Jan. 2003.  03 June 
          2003. <http://www.snowcrest.net/jmike/westexp.html>.



There are too many links here for me to count!  If you’re interested in 

          people of the Old West, this is a good place to start.  There are many other links, 
          too.
DATABASES, E-PERIODICALS, & REFERENCE RESOURCES 

ABC-CLIO American History. <http://www.americanhistory.abc-clio.com/home/>.


Give this site a try; there are wonderful items here to help you.  We have 

           this as a trial offer, so let me know if you think it is useful.  For those of you 
           interested, I have a short opinion form that you could fill out.  Let your voice be 
           heard!

Lewis, Robert.  “Photographing the California Gold Rush:  Robert Lewis looks at the 
          history contained within the daguerreotypes taken during the 1849 Gold Rush.”    
          History Today, 01 Mar 2002. 01 June 2003    
          <http://www.findarticles.com/PI/index.jhtml>           

          According to the article, the California Gold Rush was the first event to be 

           covered almost in its entirety in pictures for newspapers.  The article gives a great 
           deal of information on this exciting time in history.

Steffen, Jerome O. "Westward movement in America," World Book Online Americas   
          Edition. Indian Creek High School Library Media Center 03 June 2003
          <http://www.worldbookonline.com/ar?/na/ar/co/ar599870.htm>.



Worldbookonline is an online encyclopedia that you can use to find out 
          general information on a topic.  The search term “Westward expansion” resulted in   

          the article listed here.  The article discusses the Westward movement, reaching the 
          Mississippi River, exploring and settling the Great Plains, and the results of 
          westward movement.  Other search terms can be used to find other topics 
          associated with your assignment.

INTERACTIVE BOOK, INFORMATIONAL or INSTRUCTIONAL SOFTWARE 
Bryan, Wm. S. and Robert Rose.  A History of the Pioneer Families of Missouri : With 
          Numerous Sketches, Anecdotes, Adventures, etc., Relating to Early Days in 
          Missouri.  St. Louis, Mo. : Bryan, Brand & Co., 1876.  01 June 2003
          <http://digital.library.umsystem.edu/cgi-bin/Ebind2h3?umkc3>. 

This book contains rich material about families which were pioneers moving westward in the young United States.  Of particular interest is the chapter entitled “Adventures of Francis Skinner.”  Also included is some information on Daniel Boone.  Look at other chapter titles that sound interesting or relevant to your specific topic.

Burnett, Peter H.  Recollections and Opinions of an Old Pioneer.  New York:  D. 
          Appleton & company, 1880. 01 June 2003 
         <
           bin/query/r?ammem/calbk:@field(DOCID+@lit(calbk055div14" 

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-b          

           bin/query/r?ammem/calbk:@field(DOCID+@lit(calbk055div14
)>. 

              This book was written by the lawyer Peter H. Burnett who traveled west 
           to accomplish three goals, one of which was to pay his debts.   Therefore, he was 
          off to the gold fields!   He recounts his experience in the Gold Rush in “Chapter 
          VI. Discovery of Gold in California—Determine to go to the Mines—Organize a 
          Wagon-party.”   

The Complete National Geographic Magazine:  108 Years of National Geographic on          
          CD-ROM.  Washington, D.  C. :  National Geographic Society, 1997.

          

There are ten sets of CD’s that have electronic versions of the National 

          Geographic Magazines.  These are really neat.  You’ll need to look up your topic 
          in the Index, which is located on the short shelves behind the online card catalog 
          stations.  I searched the term West, and found at least fourteen articles that would 
          be great for this assignment.  Ask me for help if you need it!  We also have many 

          back-issues of these magazines if you’d prefer to actually, instead of virtually, turn 
          the pages.

Microsoft Encarta Reference Suite 2001.  Microsoft Corporation, 2001.



A quick search using “Westward expansion” will give you many 
          connections to related articles, maps, and pictures.  Native American displacement, 

          slavery issues, events encouraging the westward expansion and people associated 
          with this movement are some of the areas to explore.

AUDIO/VIDEO/IMAGES 

Burns, Ric.  The Donner Party.  Alexandria, Va. :  PBS Home Video, 
          2000.


PBS covers the grisly story of the ill-fated Donner group that attempted to 
          reach California in 1846.   USA Today calls it  “harrowing and heartbreaking,” and 
         Time Magazine says this documentary has “more gripping drama than all the year’s 
          fact-based TV movies put together.”  
*Available at JCPL

BOOKS

979.4

CHI

Chidsey, Donald Barr.  The California Gold Rush: An Informal History. New York:  

         Crown Publishers, Inc., 1968.



Don’t judge this book by its cover.  Yes, it’s old, but so is history.  Open it 
          up; you may be surprised by this helpful book.

978.02

MCL

McLynn, Frank.  Wagons West :  The Epic Story of America’s Overland Trails.  New 

          York : Grove Press, 2000.

          
             A quick look at the table of contents shows that there are some wonderful 
          resources here:  “Manifest Destiny,”  “The Reasons Why,” “Through Flood and 
          Famine,” “Tragedy in the Snows.”

         *Available at JCPL.

911.7

WEX

Wexler, Alan.  Atlas of Westward Expansion.


   You won’t want to miss this atlas of trails and information.  Check out the 

          index, bibliography, and chronology in the back of the book.  They make finding 
          what you need really simple.

Searchable Terms


Old West

Cumberland Gap

Frontier


            Creek War

Black Hawk War
            Manifest Destiny                                                             
            Indian Territory
Homestead Act (1862)
Forty-niners


            Donner Party

Oregon Trail


Westward Expansion


many, many, more! 

CITATION INFORMATION

You are responsible for giving credit to the sources from which you take information for this and all projects and papers.  When you go to this site or similar sites (or books), choose the MLA style.  This is the style that we use here at The Creek.
<http://www.bedfordstmartins.com/online/citex.html> from Teacher Tap
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