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Many people were tantalized by the thought of exploring the West to settle, find their fortune, or find adventure.  Some were seeking land, some were seeking gold, and some were seeking to satisfy their wanderlust.  One famous family traveling westward to start new lives was the Donner family of Springfield, Illinois.  They encountered harsh weather conditions that they could not battle in the Sierra Nevada Mountains.  Of the ninety-some travelers, nearly one-half died of starvation.  The others were forced to revert to cannibalism in order to survive.


Grisly, huh?  This is only one of the many personal stories to come out of the Westward Expansion of the United States.  There are many, many reasons why people left their comfortable homes; some found the hopeful new life they had expected, while others found great grief and hardship along the way.   Whatever drove these brave souls, Americans owe much to their pioneering spirit.
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Rather than a term paper, your research of the Westward Expansion of the United States  will result in a narrative poem that tells the story of people who participated in expanding the United States.  Remember when we read “The Charge of the Light Brigade” by Tennyson?  The subject of that narrative poem was a small band of men who valiantly attempted to follow orders in what turned out to be virtually a suicide mission during the Crimean War.   In poetry anthologies in the library, you will find other copies of narrative poems to look at for inspiration.  Here are some of the titles of those poems:

“The Death of Jesse James”  (Anonymous)

“Casabianca” by Felicia Dorothea Hemans

“At That Moment” by Raymond Patterson

“Old Ironsides” by Oliver Wendell Holmes

In the next section, “Provisions for the Journey,” you’ll find the steps you’ll take to achieve the narrative poem that is the result of your research.  Note, however, that the journey (steps you’ll take) are as important as the outcome or destination (narrative poem).  Leaving out steps will result in a product that is not your best effort.  You don’t want to end up like the Donner Party, do you?
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 Provisions for the Journey

You’ll need the following provisions:

· Topic.  Explore some topics associated with the westward expansion of the United States.  You’ll find some book titles and electronic sources listed here in the “Trailblazing” section to help you. Pick a topic that you would like to learn more about within the subject of Westward Expansion.  In books, check the table of contents and indexes for good topics.  Search within some of the electronic sources listed.  Your history book will also be a great help in finding keywords to searching for a topic. Also, use the Surpass Card Catalog and the Johnson County Public Library online catalog to find books or other printed material that have information on your topic.  

· Bibliography Cards.  Make bibliography cards to use in noting where you found your information.  I will provide a lesson on this.

· Note Cards.  Make at least ten note cards with information that you might use to express the important points, actions, details, or outcomes of your westward expansion topic.

· Web.  Using Inspiration 6, make a web with your topic in the center.  Branch off into at least five different areas to represent five stanzas and make notes as to what each stanza will include.  Print out your web in black and white.  There will be a lesson to guide you in using this software.  Here is the basic  template: 
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      Here is an example on a different topic.  Your web will look similar to this.  

      Realize that the further you branch out from the center, the more detailed the 

      information: 
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· Outline.  Print out your outline from your web (I’ll instruct you in this easy process).  Print it in black ink.

· Rough Draft.  Make a hand-written rough draft.

· Marked Copy.  Provide a copy of the poem with your poetry/literary devices underlined and labeled.
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 Trailblazing

          Here are just a few topics associated with Westward Expansion.  There are MANY more.  You are not limited to just these ideas:

Pony Express
California Gold Rush
Boom Towns
 
Old West

Creek War

Black Hawk War

Manifest Destiny
Oregon Trail

Indian Territory
Homestead Act (1862)
Forty-niners

Donner Party

(also, you may use notable people from this era, such as Lewis and Clark)


Start making tracks through your topic by visiting some of the following sources:

Websites

American Memory : Historical Collections for the National Digital Library. 

< http://lcweb2.loc.gov/amhome.html>

American Westward Expansion.  <http://www.americanwest.com/pages/awexpans.htm>

History in Song.  http://www.fortunecity.com/tinpan/parton/2/west.html#top >

The History Net : Where History Lives on the Web.  <http://www.thehistorynet.com/>

Land of Golden Dreams:  California in the Gold Rush Decade 1848-1858.   <http://www.huntington.org/Education/GoldRush/index.html>

Museum of Westward Expansion Tour.  <http://www.nps.gov/jeff/mus-tour.htm>

New Perspectives on The West.  <http://www.pbs.org/weta/thewest/>

TreasureNet Historical Image Collection.  <http://www.treasurenet.com/images/>

The Oregon Trail.  <http://www.isu.edu/~trinmich/Oregontrail.html>

Westward Expansion.  <http://www.snowcrest.net/jmike/westexp.html>

Databases, E-Periodicals, & Reference Resources

ABC-CLIO American History. <http://www.americanhistory.abc-clio.com/home/>
“Photographing the California Gold Rush:  Robert Lewis looks at the 
          history contained within the daguerreotypes taken during the 1849 Gold Rush.”

          <http://www.findarticles.com/PI/index.jhtml>

"Westward movement in America."  <http://www.worldbookonline.com/ar?/na/ar/co/ar599870.htm>

E-Books 
A History of the Pioneer Families of Missouri: With Numerous Sketches, Anecedotes, Adventures, etc., Relating to Early Days in Missouri.  

<http://digital.library.umsystem.edu/cgi-bin/Ebind2h3?umkc3>

Recollections and Opinions of an Old Pioneer.  

<
           bin/query/r?ammem/calbk:@field(DOCID+@lit(calbk055div14" 

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-b          

           bin/query/r?ammem/calbk:@field(DOCID+@lit(calbk055div14
)>

CD ROMs

The Complete National Geographic Magazine:  108 Years of National Geographic on          
          CD-ROM.  (I.C.H.S. LMC)

Microsoft Encarta Reference Suite 2001. (I.C.H.S. LMC)

Video

The Donner Party.  (PBS Home Video, Johnson County Public Library)
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 Along the trail

· I will provide you with an example of a similar assignment on the subject of World War II and the topic of Japanese balloon bombs.  This will be in the form of a handout.

· Within the poem, you must include three different literary elements that we have studied so far:

-repetition

-simile

-metaphor

-alliteration

-onomatopoeia

-assonance

-allusion

-rhyme (Your poem doesn’t have to rhyme; it can be written in free 

              verse)

· Your poem must be narrative (tells a story).

· Your poem must be serious in tone.  Check with me.

· Your poem must be a minimum of five stanzas.

· Your poem must have four lines per stanza.
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 Reaching the Destination


Congratulations!  You’ve finished the trail west and have a product.  Now, I’d like for you to E-mail the rough copy of your poem to a class member.  Each class member will provide feed back on an E-card located at   http://www.volition.com/bookshop/postcard.html.

           Consider the feedback your classmate gave you.  It may or not be something you need to do.  Regardless, you need to proofread and make appropriate changes.


For your final copy, word process and do the following:



-center all



-title



-by-line, class period, and date



-black ink



-10, 12, or 14 point font



-use a clean, easy-to-read font
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 Taking Stock

This is the grading rubric for the Westward Expansion Narrative Poem Assignment:

Bibliography Cards



Note Cards


Source Labels (2)



Heading or Slug (10)


Format
 (10)




Notes (10)








Source and card # (10)

Inspiration Web



Inspiration Outline


Center Idea (1)



Hierarchy Exhibited (5)


Level 1, five or more (5)


Items are in order (5)


Level 2, ten or more (10)


Different shapes per level (2)




Marked Copy




Narrative Poem

           Literary element (5)



Title (1)


Literary element (5)



By line (1)


Literary element (5)



Class Period (1)








Date (1)








Minimum of 5 stanzas (20)








4 lines per stanza (20)








Narrative (10)








Appropriate Tone (5)








Appropriate Topic (5)








Word choice (10)








Flow (10)








Effect—emotional response, 

     excellent representation, clear 

                                                                                 images, etc.(16)
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 Sharing-the-Wealth Poetry   

      reading

One day in class, you will stand and deliver!  I want you to get up in front of the class and share where you got your information, the basic background story associated with your narrative poem, and your poem.

I would also like to post some of your poems on the school website, so E-mail your final poems to me at rbratton@nhj.k12.in.us, and I’ll take care of it.   Please put your name and poem in the subject line.
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          (Teacher or Librarian Page)                                                      

Purpose:


Westward Expansion WebQuest is designed to help students at the eighth grade or ninth grade level practice research techniques, especially the use of online information.  So much excellent information is available on the Web, and this tool allows you to guide students so they may access information, choose appropriate information, and create a product with the information.  The process here is more important than the product.



This WebQuest could be used in an English class, history class, skills class, or a combination of all of these.  It would make a great collaborative effort, and the students would have a good time creating the narrative poem while you cover state standards.

State Standards Addressed:

	8.3.6 
	Identify significant literary devices, such as metaphor, symbolism, dialect or quotations, and irony, which define a writer’s style and use those elements to interpret the work. 

· Metaphor: an implied comparison in which a word or phrase is used in place of another, such as He was drowning in money. 

· Symbolism: the use of an object to represent something else; for example, a dove might symbolize peace 

· Dialect: the vocabulary, grammar, and pronunciation used by people in different regions 

· Irony: the use of words to express the opposite of the literal meaning of the words, often to be humorous


	8.1.11
	Explain the events leading up to and the significance of the Louisiana Purchase (1803) and the expedition of Lewis and Clark (1803 - 1806).


	8.1.19
	Describe the impact of the California gold rush (1849) on the westward expansion of the United States.


	8.1.20
	Explain the influence of individuals on key events and developments of the early United States.

	9.4.6 
	Synthesize information from multiple sources, including almanacs, microfiche, news sources, in-depth field studies, speeches, journals, technical documents, and Internet sources.

	USH.1.2
	Explain major themes in the early national history of the United States.

	USH.1.3
	Review and summarize key events and developments in the following periods of United States history: Founding the Republic (1775 -1801), Expansion and Reform (1801 -1861), Civil War and Reconstruction (1850 -1877).


Class Management:

· Set aside a reasonable amount of time to work on this project; decide how much should be in-class and how much (if any) should be out-of-class.

· Create a check sheet with due dates for student use.

· Amend the criteria in “Taking Stock” to fit your needs.

· This WebQuest works best in a situation in which each student has his own computer.

· If computer space is an issue, the WebQuest may be adapted to a collaborative effort by student partners. (There are also half as many poems to upload!)

 Inclusion of Print Materials:


In addition to the electronic materials, I have included some print material here because I think it is important for students to learn to use print and electronics in tandem.  It has become very easy for students to ignore the valuable resources of print materials in their lives, so I purposefully include these, even if they seem out of place.  You may wish to refer to them, display them, or read from them to help students with this assignment.

979.4  CHI.  The California Gold Rush:  An Informal History.

978.2  MCL.  Wagons West:  The Epic Story of America’s Overland Trails.

911.7  WEX.  Atlas of Westward Expansion.

Happy trails! 
[image: image12.wmf]






_1117624674.doc
[image: image1.png]






_1117625612.doc



_1117624286.doc
[image: image1.png]How to use this template

1. Enter appropriate svents into subsymbols with human rights, exploration and
soforih

2. Add subsymbols as necessary using the Creats tools.

Benefits of using the Historic Period template

Using this template will help students gain a broader view of what is meant by
the term "Historic Period* Beginning with this termplate may prompt students to
explore possible cause and effectrelationships within historical context








