[image: image1.png]


 Central Middle School

Media Center

Middle East Pathfinder for 7th grade students

The following pathfinder will help you locate information in your school media center and on the Internet about the Middle East.  The Middle East is constantly changing and the need for current information on this topic is necessary to understand the conflicts and general way of life in today’s world.

The 7th grade Indiana social studies standards focus on the study of Asia, Africa, and the Southwest Pacific.  All aspects of the geographic areas are covered in standards 1 to 5 including history, civics and government, geography, economics, individuals, society, and culture.

The materials were chosen based upon reviews from appropriate selection sources including The Librarians Index to the Internet (   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://lii.org
), Education World (   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.education-world.com
), and the School Library Journal.

This pathfinder is organized by format of resource:

Web sites

Databases

Print Resources

Instructional Software

Videotapes/DVDs

Audio/Video/Images

Web Sites
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Middle East & Jewish Studies

(   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/indiv/miceast/cuvlm/
)

The Middle East Studies Department at Columbia University has compiled a collection of Middle East Studies Internet Resources.  The resources are organized by country, region, and subject.  The homepage is a little busy but the links are well organized within the subject areas.  There are few annotations so it requires a lot of time to find the information that you need.  

The Middle East Network Information Center (MENIC)

(   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://menic.utexas.edu/menic/
)

The Center for Middle Eastern Studies at the University of Texas has compiled a collection of sites about the Middle East.  It is divided into subject categories and by country.  Some topics include education, arts, economy, government, and culture.  The sites are not annotated but it is well organized with the subject categories in alphabetical order.  This site may be overwhelming because of the amount of links listed within each subject category but you can find anything you want about the Middle East on this site.  This site is unique because it includes a section devoted to K-12 educational resources online.

History in the News: The Middle East

(   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.albany.edu/history/middle-east/
)

The Department of History at New York’s University at Albany has compiled a collection of briefly annotated resources about the Middle East.  You can search by topics including history, religion, culture, economics, politics, maps, media, and news or you can simply search by country.  This is a well-organized site of annotated links about the Middle East.  Within each topical area there are subcategories to help navigate the user for example the culture section includes art, architecture, language, and food links.

Middle East Information Network

(   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.mideastinfo.com/
)

The Middle East Information Network is an American organization devoted to providing quality online information about the Middle East.  The site includes unannotated links to newspapers, magazines, maps, etc. about the Middle East.  The country section has information on individual countries including its culture, government, education, tourism, and industry.  This site is well organized and includes a few color photographs of the countries.  There are a lot of links here and it would be useful if the sites were slightly annotated.

Encyclopaedia of the Orient

(   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://i-cias.com/e.o/
)

This is a comprehensive resource for information about the Middle East and North Africa.  It covers topics including religion, politics, and people.  Some of the countries covered are Bahrain, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Oman, Palestine, Qatar, and Yemen.  A topographic map of each country is included along with links to the country’s major cities.  The homepage of the site is a little busy but once you get into the individual country sites the information is straightforward and easy to read.  

ArabNet

(   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.arab.net/
)

ArabNet Technology (ANT) has developed a comprehensive resource on the Arab world.  Each country includes information on the country’s history, geography, business, culture, government, transport, general statistics, and a tour guide.  This is a colorful well organized and easy to navigate site.  The tour guide section is useful for easy to understand information on city attractions and sights including hotels, restaurants, and shopping.  Unfortunately only twenty-two Arab countries are represented on this site.

100 Questions and Answers about Arab Americans:  A Journalist’s Guide

(   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.freep.com/jobspage/arabs/
)

This site developed by the Detroit Free Press discusses 100 issues about Arab Americans in order to understand Arab Americans more fully.  The questions are organized by type including family, religion, origins, customs, language, demographics, family, politics, stereotypes, and much more.  The questions are historical and current in context.  This site is only text.  The questions raised deal with issues from an historical to current perspective. Some questions are thought provoking while others are simplistic in nature for example:  Why do some Arab women dress in black? and What is the role of the family in Arab culture?  Teachers and students can use this site to start discussions.

Country Reports

(   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.countryreports.org
)

In this site you can search a country alphabetically.  Each country includes a general profile, background notes, history, flags, national anthem and lyrics, maps and related links.  It also gives a current weather update.  This site is well organized and easy to navigate.  Most of the site is in text form and there are no photographs.  This site is somewhat unique because it includes current weather information and the related links section lists more links specific to the country of research.

Mr. Dowling’s Electronic Passport

(   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.mrdowling.com
)

This site developed by Mr. Dowling, a middle school teacher, is a resource for learning more about other countries and cultures of the world.  It includes information on the history, geography, religions, culture, and conflicts of the Middle East.  This site is appropriate for children in grades 5-8. (   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.education-world.com/awards/past/r0599-13.shtml
). Mr. Dowling developed this site from the lessons he taught in the classroom.  “The site is well put together and is sure to be a favorite for middle school history and geography teachers.  The site is colorful and user-friendly.”  For a full review visit Education World at (http://www.education-world.com/awards/past/r0599-13.shtml).

Federal Reserve Division:  Country Studies

(   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/cshome.html
)

Developed by the Federal Research division of the Library of Congress this site includes tons of information about countries around the world. Each country listing includes detailed information about the country’s education, religion, economics, government, health, and history.  The information is shown in an easy to read outline form and most of the site is text.  This site is appropriate for children in grads 9-12.  “The sheer amount of information here makes it worth marking and using for research.” For a full review visit Education World at (   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.education-world.com/awards/past/r0598-04.shtml
)

Fact Monster

(   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.factmonster.com/
)

From the creators of Information Please, this site was developed with the young student in mind.  The site is colorful and user-friendly.  For information on countries of the world go to (   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.factmonster.com/world.html
).  There are also links on world history, world stats and facts, flags, maps, religion, world geography, and much more. This site is appropriate for children in grades 3-8.  “Students, parents, and teachers will find Fact Monster packed full of information on a wide range of topics from world geography to making a lava lamp to the latest on the Backstreet Boys.”  Check out Education World for a full review of this site at (   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.education-world.com/past/2000/r0900-18.shtml
).

Global Connections: The Middle East

(http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/globalconnections/mideast/index.html)

This site developed by PBS focuses on the history of the Middle East.  It is divided into three categories:  timeline, explore a theme, and connecting questions.  The timeline explores Middle Eastern history since 1900.  The theme section provides information on politics, science, geography, economics, religion, and more.  The connecting questions section explores big picture questions such as:  How were the modern nation-states of the Middle East created?  There are also interactive maps.  Searching this site is a little confusing but it is quite informative.  It is one of the few sites that includes many colorful photographs of the Middle East.  The connecting questions section is a great way to begin a unit on the Middle East.

CIA World Fact Book

(http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/)

This site includes information on every major country including its people, government, geography, economy, transportation, and much more.  “This site has value for teachers and students, and for the general web browsing population who might ever need geographical facts.”  For a full review visit Education World at (http://www.education-world.com/awards/past/r0496-05.shtml).

Databases
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BigChalk

(http://library.bigchalk.com)

BigChalk searches newspapers from around the world, magazines, reference publications, color maps, audio and video clips, radio and TV programs, and full-color photos and pictures.  A search on the Middle East resulted in 18 newspaper and magazine articles, 3 books, and 11 radio/TV transcripts.  An example of a newspaper article that would appear with this search is “Are Stars Aligned For a Peace Deal In the Middle East?” The article comes from the Wall Street Journal.  A shortcut to this database is on the desktop of the computers in the media center.  To access this database from home you will need to ask the librarian for the remote username and password.  

This database is well organized and easy to navigate.  Search results in BigChalk are in many different formats and from many resources.  Teachers and students can use this as a resource for information on current topics like the Middle East.  Some of the magazine and newspaper articles are difficult to read because of the reading level but BigChalk allows you to sort by date and reading level.

NewsBank

(http://infoweb.newsbank.com)

NewsBank searches news articles on a variety of topics including government, sports, the arts, people, and much more.  The Information is from U.S. local, regional, national, international newspapers, wire services, broadcasts, and magazines.  A search on the Middle East in the middle school edition of NewsBank matched 200 results.  “Wonders of the War” from the U.S. News & World Report is an example of an article that would appear from this keyword search.  A shortcut to this database is on the desktop of the computers in the media center.  To access this database from home you will need to ask the librarian for the remote username and password.

The NewsBank Middle School Edition doesn’t offer all of the functions that SIRS and BigChalk do.  You can do a keyword search but you can’t sort by date or reading level making it a little more primitive than the other databases.  The results only list the title, date, and publication source.  There is a section on current issues that will link you to articles pertaining to the Middle East.

SIRS Researcher

(http://www.sirs.com)

SIRS Researcher searches full-text articles and graphics exploring social, scientific, health, historic, economic, business, political, and global issues.  There are excerpts from The World Almanac and Book of Facts, information from 1,500 publications, and 300 colorful detailed maps.  A search on the Middle East resulted in over 1,000 matches.  “Mutual Terror Accusations Halt U.S.-Iran Talks” from USA Today is an example of an article that would appear from this keyword search.  A shortcut to this database is on the desktop of the computers in the media center.  To access this database from home you will need to ask the librarian for the remote username and password.  

Searching on the SIRS database is very easy.  The main page of SIRS shows broad areas of study including business, environment, family, and global issues.  Searching can be done by also browsing subject headings or by simply a keyword search.  The results can be sorted by relevance or date.  Since some of the articles are of a high reading level sorting by reading level would be useful for the middle school students.  Rather than just list the articles by title, author, and source SIRS also gives a short summary of the articles so you can view it before reading the entire article.  The sidebar of leading issues can link you to articles dealing with the world today. 
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The Complete Middle East Cookbook. Mallos, Tess. McGraw Hill: 1980.

Recipes from nineteen Middle Eastern countries are represented in this cookbook.  An introduction to each country is given along with typical cooking methods and ingredients.  This text includes full-color photos.  The following review is from the School Library Journal,  “The Complete Middle East Cookbook is a tasteful tour of the Middle East.  “Each country is introduced with a short history, and descriptions are given of typical cooking methods and ingredients.  The food is beautifully photographed, and recipes are easy to follow.  However, many include items found only in ethnic food markets and require some degree of expertise to prepare.”

19 Varieties of Gazelle: Poems of the Middle East. Nye, Naomi Shihab. Greenwillow Books, New York: 2002.

This is a collection of 60 poems dealing with life in the Middle East.  The author, an Arab American, responds to the events of September 11th in poetry form.  The material is appropriate for grades 6 and up.  The following review is from Horn Book,  “As with much of Nye’s writing, these sixty poems—half of which are new, half of which have been published in her collections for adults—aim in sum to present a balanced yet intimate view of both the Middle East and Arab Americans.  Clear and haunting, Nye’s poems are accessible to young adults, and the autobiographical element of her poetry makes them even more so.”

The Handbook of the Middle East. Kort, Michael G. Twenty-First Century Books, Brookfield, Conn.: 2002.

This book includes information about the economy and history of each country.  There are also color maps and flags.  Appropriate for children in grades 7 and up.  The following review is from the School Library Journal, “This current, balanced work is a fine resource for students and general readers who want to increase their knowledge of the region.”

Understanding September 11th: Answering Questions About the Attacks on America. Frank, Mitch. Viking, New York: 2002.

A reporter from the New York Times examines the events that led to the terrorist attacks on America, September 11th, 2001.  It also includes information on Osama bin Laden, Islam, and the Middle East.  It is appropriate for children in grades 7-12.  The following is a review from Horn Book,  “While it is difficult for a book to provide a comprehensive account of an ongoing global crisis, Frank does a good job of setting and justifying parameters for his outline of the political and religious contexts that shaped the events of September 11th and the repercussions.  Of particular value is the discussion of Islamic fundamentalism, which includes more detail than other books for young people on the subject.”

Islam. Wilkinson, Philip. DK, New York: 2002.

This Eyewitness Book explores the history, customs, and beliefs of Islam.  It includes colorful photographs and artwork.  The following review is from the Horn Book,  “This is a densely packed but informative guide to Islamic history, customs, beliefs, holy books, architecture, society, and culture.”  

Women in the Middle East: Tradition and Change. Harik, Ramsay M. and Elsa Marston. F Watts, New York: 2003.

This book explores the lives of women in the Middle East today.  It discusses education, health, work, marriage, athletics, and public life.  “The prose is easy and relaxed, enlivened with direct quotes from personal interviews.”  For a complete review of this book please visit HallsKidsFiction.com at (http://hallkidsfiction.com/explore_the_world/721.shtml).

The review is actually from Booklist.

The Middle East: Opposing Viewpoints. Greenhaven Press: 2000.

This book examines the why conflict exists in the Middle East and the United States can play a role as peacemaker.  Each viewpoint is presented with an opposing position.  This book is a great asset to social studies classes interested in debate issues on the Middle East.  The following review excerpt is from the School Library Journal, “The issues are presented through edited texts of speeches, magazine and newspaper articles, and essays.” 

Instructional Software


Picture Atlas of the World. National Geographic Society. New York: 1994.

This interactive CD-ROM allows the user to explore many different countries of the world.  It includes maps, music and language samples, photographs in addition to general statistical information about the country.  The ease of use will allow you to search many countries efficiently in the Middle East.  This CD-ROM can be used to gather information on a specific country or many countries in the Middle East.  The maps can be used to label important cities, rivers, mountains, etc. in a country.  You can use this CD-ROM to prepare your own multimedia presentation.  The language samples can help to introduce the presentation.  Most of the samples include ways to say hello in the target language.  The statistical information and the essays will help you develop a well-rounded presentation.

MARC Record from Library of Congress

 LC Control Number: 98677457  

000 02547cem 2200469 a 450 

001 5565324 

005 19990617105708.3 

007 co|||| 

008 981123s1994 dcu a 0 eng  

035 __ |9 (DLC) 98677457 

906 __ |a 7 |b cbc |c origcop |d u |e ncip |f 19 |g y-geogmaps 

955 __ |a ga10 11-23-98 

955 __ |a ga10 

010 __ |a 98677457  

017 __ |a PA 726-240 |b U.S. Copyright Office 

020 __ |a 0792226844 

034 0_ |a a 

037 __ |a 80602 |b NSG 

040 __ |a DLC |c DLC |d DLC 

050 00 |a G3200 1994 |b .N31 |u <G&M : CD> 

052 __ |a 3200 

072 _7 |a A25 |2 lcg 

072 _7 |a E1 |2 lcg 

110 2_ |a National Geographic Society (U.S.) 

245 10 |a Picture atlas of the world |h [computer file] / |c National Geographic Society ; produced with EduQuest using IBM LinkWay live! 

246 1_ |i Alternate title: |a National Geographic Society picture atlas of the world 

250 __ |a DOS version 1.1, rev. 1994 

255 __ |a Scale not given. 

260 __ |a Washington, DC : |b National Geographic Society, |c [1994] 

300 __ |a 1 computer optical disc : |b sd., col. ; |c 4 3/4 in. + |e 1 user's guide (18 p.) + 8 activity sheets + 1 teacher's guide (60 p.) + 8 col. maps (folded) 

538 __ |a System requirements: IBM PS/1, PS/2 or 100% compatible (80286 microprocessor or higher) ; at least 2 MB RAM with 500K conventional RAM available; DOS 4.00 or higher; Microsoft CD-ROM extensions 2.10 or higher; color VGA graphics; color monitor (IBM PS/2 or 100% compatible); mouse (IBM PS/2 or 100% compatible); CD-ROM drive (IBM PS/2 or 100% compatible); audio adapter (IBM PS/2 M-audio capture and playback adapter or M-audio capture and playback adapter/A or IBM PS/1 audio/joystick or Digispeech DS201A or DS201 or Windows Sound System or Sound Blaster or Thunder Board); amplified speakers or headphones; printer (optional). 

500 __ |a Title from disc label. 

500 __ |a Ed. statement from container. 

520 __ |a An interactive multimedia program that allows the user to move from maps, to samples of nations's music and spoken language, to video clips, photographs, animation, essays, statistics dealing with countries. Includes a glossary and hundreds of maps depicting the oceans, continents and nations of the world. 

590 __ |a Accompanying material on shelf. 

650 _0 |a World maps. 

650 _0 |a Human geography |x Maps. 

653 __ |a Maps--Digital 

710 2_ |a EduQuest (Firm) 

730 0_ |a IBM LinkWay live! 

952 __ |a FFD. 8 coded a temporarily. 

991 __ |b c-G&M |h G3200 1994 |i .N31 |t Copy 1 |m CD |w MAPS 
Planet Earth: Explore the Worlds Within. Macmillan Digital USA: 1996.

This CD-ROM provides information in a variety of formats including video clips, maps, and slide shows.  The country information includes statistical data, history, multimedia tours, religion, and much more.  “Its breadth and depth will keep the home user spellbound and guarantee a rich source of information for reports and research.  Those qualities will also convince every geography teacher that Planet Earth: Explore the Worlds Within is an invaluable classroom resource.”  For a full review visit The Scoop at (http://www.friend.ly.net/scoop/software/planetearth.html).  This CD-ROM is also an excellent reference source for anyone wanting to prepare a multimedia presentation.  Besides providing the necessary information for the report it also gives excellent ideas on what to include in a presentation.

MARC Record 

245 10 |a Planet Earth |b explore the worlds within |h [computer file]  

260 __ |a New York : |b Macmillan Digital, |c [1996] 

300 __ |a 1 computer optical disc : |b sd., col. ; |c 4 3/4 in. + |e 1 user's guide 

538 __ |a System requirements: IBM PS/1, PS/2 or 100% compatible (80286 microprocessor or higher) ; at least 2 MB RAM with 500K conventional RAM available; DOS 4.00 or higher; Microsoft CD-ROM extensions 2.10 or higher; color VGA graphics; color monitor (IBM PS/2 or 100% compatible); mouse (IBM PS/2 or 100% compatible); CD-ROM drive (IBM PS/2 or 100% compatible); audio adapter (IBM PS/2 M-audio capture and playback adapter or M-audio capture and playback adapter/A or IBM PS/1 audio/joystick or Digispeech DS201A or DS201 or Windows Sound System or Sound Blaster or Thunder Board); amplified speakers or headphones; printer (optional). 

500 __ |a Title from disc label. 

520 __ |a An interactive multimedia  program that allows the user to move from maps, to video clips, photographs, and statistics dealing with countries. Includes bibliographical references and index.

650 _0 |a Atlases 

653 __ |a Maps--Digital
Videotapes/DVDs


Afghanistan: 12 Years of Violence. Discovery Channel School: 2002.

This 26 minute video examines the recent history of Afghanistan.  It explores the Soviet invasion to the rise of the Taliban.  It also includes interviews with natives who are against the Taliban and interviews with those who encourage the violence.  This video gives a realistic view of how this country has changed through the years with the rise of the Taliban.  It also makes us understand how the violence has affected the lives of the natives.

Arab Americans. Prod. by Schlessinger Video Productions: 1993.

This 30 minute video explores the history of Arab immigrants.  It focuses on understanding the history of the Arab world in order to understand their lives today.  The following review excerpt is from the School Library Journal at (http://slj.reviewsnews.com/index):  “Technically excellent…smoothly edited to combine a nice mix of historical stills and film footage…an effective teaching tool for multicultural studies, contemporary issues, and American history.”

Living with Change (In the Mix: The New Normal Series). Prod. by Thirteen/WNET. Dist. By Castle Works. New York: 2002.

This 30 minute video deals with the events of September 11th and how it changed the lives of many people.  It interviews teens who experienced the tragedy first hand and how they have come to grips with the events.  “This video is a good starting point to get students to talk about their feelings concerning 9-11…”  For a full review visit The School Library Journal at (http://slj.reviewsnews.com/index).

The Middle East (United States History: Origins to 2000 Series) Prod. By Schlessinger Media. Dist. By Library Video Company, Wynnewood, PA: 2001.

This 23 minute video explores the turbulent history of the Middle East and the role of the United States in the region.  It discusses the assassinations of Anwar Sadat and President Rabin in addition to the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait.  The following review excerpt is from the School Library Journal at (http://slj.reviewsnews.com/index):  “This well-designed overview, effective for groups of individual viewing, would be an excellent purchase for school libraries to enhance history curriculums…”

Images


The Middle East Photograph Archive

(http://www.lib.uchicage.edu/e/su/mideast/PhotArchive.html)

The Middle East Department of the University of Chicago Library maintains this site.  It is an extensive catalog of photographs of the Middle East.  Although most of the photographs were taken many years ago it is a reminder of how the country has changed over the years.  The images are organized by country and location. The photographs on this site allow us to vies the Middle East without all of the conflict and simply observe the beauty of the land.  These photographs can be used in multimedia presentations.

