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Introduction

The following resources are intended to help high school and college students as well as interested adults study about and better understand the United States Civil War which occurred between the years 1861 and 1865.  This pathfinder is very broad in scope and covers a variety of topics related to the Civil War including links to biographies, the role of women in the war, photographs, battles, documentation, home life during the time period and the role of African Americans in the war.  It is my hope that the information will be utilized for research and/or browsed for curiosity and enjoyment.  This Civil War, which lasted four years, has also been referred to as “The War of the States”.  Through this website one can truly appreciate the sacrifices the men and women made for their country during this time.  These resources are full of our American Heritage.

                            --Rebecca Grimmer, creator of Civil War Resources    6/3/2003

Civil War Websites
American Civil War Homepage

http://sunsite.utk.edu/civil-war/warweb.html#bios
Very detailed website maintained by Dr. George H. Hoeman.  There is an amazing amount of detail including state-by-state information, biographies, general resources and more.

The Civil War Homepage

http://www.civil-war.net
Click on the link “Lesson Plan”.  At the bottom of the lesson plan webpage there are several related Internet sites listed.

Home of the American Civil War

http://www.civilwarhome.com
Battles, Biographies, Medicine, Potpourri, etc.

Women in the Civil War

http://www.Americancivilwar.com/women/women.html 

Several biographies on prominent women who took an active role in the Civil War.

American Civil War/Conflict Between the States

http://americanhistory.about.com/cs/civilwarmenu/
Civil War photographs, Pre-war and secession, Civil War leaders North & South, Civil War Generals, Soldiers and others, Civil War places, Civil War battles, Documents and miscellaneous facts.

Edinburgh Press “Civil War Life”

http://www.edinburgh.com/Life/Life.htm
At the front, The home front, The arts, and many interesting informative links.

Library of Congress, American Memory. Selected Civil War Photographs.

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/cwphtml/cwphome.html
Website created by the Library of Congress and contains 1,118 photographs and an additional 200 autographed portraits.   A time line is provided for linking to photographs by year.

Shotgun’s Home of the American Civil War

http://www.civilwarhome.com
Website provides biographies of prominent people in the war, photos, battle details and maps, an overview of the war and information regarding medical care and the Navy’s role in the war.  Be sure to visit “Civil War Potpourri”.

“Freedom Fighters” 

http://www.coax.net/people/lwf/data.htm
Website created by LWF Publications.  Comprehensive history of the Union Army’s African American Soldiers.  Information on the battles, units and soldiers with links to official documents and correspondence as well as reenactment units and organizations.
Civil War Indexes found on the Internet

Civil War Center

Index of Civil War Information available on the Internet

http://cwc.lsu.edu/cwc/civilink.htm
Website is maintained by Louisiana State University, striving to index every Internet resource related to the Civil War.  The site links to around 2100 items and is a good starting point for research on the topic.

Yahoo’s Index of Civil War Sites

http://dir.yahoo.com/Arts/Humanities/History/U_S_History/By-Time_Period/19th_Century/Military_History/Civil_War_1861_1965
This is an index for sites listed in Yahoo! Which are related to the Civil War.

Related Civil War Pathfinders on the Internet

42eXplore, The Topic: Civil War
http://annettelamb.com/42explore/civilwar.htm
An extremely detailed and varied pathfinder rich with Civil War resources from related websites, extension ideas and activities, Civil War webquests, and Civil War websites created for kids by kids.  Subject matter includes war time lines, medicine, the role of women and ethnic groups including Jews and African Americans, diaries, letters, and Civil War websites specifically for teachers.  An excellent starting point.

U.S. Civil War History

http://www.ipl.org/div/pf/entry/48451
This pathfinder, hosted by the Internet Public Library is less detailed than the 42eXplore pathfinder with a higher concentration on print materials regarding the Civil War. 

Reference Resources

Encyclopaedia Britannica Online

http://search.eb.com
“Encyclopaedia Britannica online includes the complete encyclopedia, as well as simplified versions of the encyclopedia found with Britannica Student Encyclopedia and Britannica Elementary Encyclopedia.”  Users will find reliable, quality Civil War information by using the search term, ‘American Civil War’ and then selecting the desired online version of the encyclopedia.   This resource provides links to Internet sites, video and audio materials and articles Many libraries subscribe to this electronic database and provide free use to the public.  Otherwise, the user may have to subscribe to the database or check EB’s print edition.
BigChalk Library

http://bigchalk.com
“Bigchalk Library delivers the largest collection of periodical and digital content designed specifically for K-12 students.  Search results can be sorted by relevance, date, journal name or reading level.”  Enter the search term, ‘American Civil War’ and choose to limit the search by selecting newspapers, magazines, books, maps, audio/video, radio/TV transcripts, and/or pictures.  When the user just needs images, choose ‘pictures’.

If the user chooses to limit the search to ‘audio/video’ resources there is a terrific video presentation devoted to the Emancipation Proclamation, produced by Knight Rider Interactive in 1999.

Civil War Fiction
The Ghost Cadet

Elaine Marie Alphin, Henry Holt and Co., 1991.  
While visiting his grandmother who he has never met, twelve-year-old Benjy meets the ghost of a Virginia Military Institute cadet who died in the battle of New Market in 1864.  

Bull Run

Paul Fleischman, HarperCollins Publishers, 1993.  
The viewpoints of the first battle of the Civil War are expressed by Northerners, Southerners, generals, couriers, ambitious boys and worried sisters.

Charlie Skedaddle
Patricia Beatty, Morrow, 1987.
A boy of twelve from New York City joins the Union Army as a drummer.  During a fierce battle in Virginia, he deserts the Army and runs away only to meet up with a grumpy old woman from the surrounding mountains.
When will this Cruel War be Over? The Civil War diary of Emma Simpson

Barry Denenberg, Scholastic, 1996.
A fictionalized account of one fourteen-year-old girl’s views of the Civil War written in diary format.
Sound the Jubilee

Sandra Forrester, Lodestar Books, 1995.
The story of a slave girl who hides on Roanoke Island, North Carolina with her family during the Civil War.

Across Five Aprils

Irene Hunt, Follet, 1964.
A coming-of-age story of a young farm boy in Illinois during the Civil War years.  This is an honorary work of fiction for young adults.
The Red Badge of Courage
Stephen Crane, Modern Library, 1993 (first published 1895).
A young Union soldier describes his views on the many aspects of the Civil War. Although fictionalized, this is a provocative recount of the main character’s struggles   regarding the emotional conflicts he underwent in the face of duty.
Civil War on Nonfiction

An Illustrated History of the Civil War

Images of an American Tragedy

William J. Miller, Time-Life Books, 2000.

An in-depth, twenty-three chapter account of the War showcasing more than 700 photographs, war-correspondence, battle maps, biographies of significant individuals, sketches and more.

American War Library

The Civil War:  Leaders of the North and South

Diane Yancey, Lucent Books, 2000.

(Library of Congress Summary) Discusses the leaders of the Civil War and their accomplishments, including statesmen, abolitionists, commanders of the Union and the Confederacy, cavalrymen, and women of courage.

A Nation Torn:  The Story of How the Civil War Began

(Young Reader’s History of the Civil War)

Delia Ray, Lodestar Books, 1990.

A detailed chronology of the events that led to the beginning of the Civil War.

Many black and white photos and maps included.

The American Civil War

Brian Holden Reid, London: Cassell, 1999.

Includes 70 color illustrations and 80 illustrations in black and white.

Battle maps feature amazing detail, many are in color.  The strengths and the weaknesses of the both the North and the South are outlined.
The Civil War on CD-ROM

Gettysburg Multimedia Battle Simulation
Turner Publishing, Inc., 1994

Relive the battle as it happened or try to change the outcomes by posing as a leader in the war.  Some scenes are included from the feature film, Gettysburg as well as documentary films and other historical information.  Requires Windows 3.1 or higher, SVGA graphics card, sound card, and a Microsoft compatible mouse.
This interactive software really takes you back in time!

Civil War

Teacher Created Materials, 2001

A highly useful resource for students and teachers to utilize in the study of the Civil War.  Software includes digital photographs, sounds, and audio/visual clips.

Requires Windows 95/98 and QuickTime 4.0 or later.

MARC records for the CD-ROM resources:
(Gettysburg)

LEADER 01357nmm  2200265Ia 45x0

 001    ocm38059640

 003    OcoLC

 005    19990121162544.0

 007    co cga

 008    971209s1994    gau        m        eng d

 020    1577095804 :$c$25.00

 040    ZQP$cZQP$dILC

 049    ILCA

 099    CDROM$a973.7349$aGETT

 245 00 Gettysburg$h[computer file] :$bmultimedia battle simulation.

 260    [Atlanta? Ga.] :$bTurner Publishing, Inc.,$cc1994.

 300    1 computer optical disc :$bsd., col. ;$c4 3/4 in. +$e1 insert.

 500    Title from disc surface.

 520    Faithfully recreates the Battle of Gettysburg, taking into 
ccount
           t all the variables that affected the outcome of the battle.  Rel

      ive the battle as it happened, or take control and try to change

        history.  Includes scenes from the feature film Gettysburg, mini-

        documentary films, and historical information.

994 System requirements: IBM PC or compatible (386SX or higher); 4MB

        RAM; MS Windows 3.1 or later; MS-DOS 5.0 or higher; SVGA graphics

         card; sound card; 2X CD-ROM drive; Microsoft compatible mouse.

 650  0 Gettysburg, Battle of, Gettysburg, Pa., 1863$vSoftware

 650  0 Computer war games$xSoftware.

 651  0 United States$xHistory$yCivil War, 1861-1865$xSoftware.

 710 2  Turner Publishing, Inc.

 753    IBM PC$cWindows 3.1 or later
(Civil War)

LEADER 01256cmm  2200301Ia 45x0

 001    ocm47357567

 003    OcoLC

 005    20021023110637.0

 007    co cga--------

 008    010717s2001    cau        i        eng d

 020    0743930347 :$c$59.85

 037    i683$bTeacher Created Materials

 040    IHI$cIHI$dUV$$dOCLCQ$dILC

 043    n-us---

 049    ILCA

 099    CDROM$a973.7$aCIVI

 245 00Civil War$h[electronic resource].

 246 3  Multimedia collections :$bCivil War

 260    Westminster, Calif. :$bTeacher Created Materials,$cc2001.

 300     1 computer optical disc :$bsd., col. ;$c4 3/4 in.
440  0  Multimedia collections

 500     Title from disc label.

 520     A collection of digital photos, sounds, and audio/visual clips and
            documents for teachers and students to use during study of the

            American Civil War.

994 System requirements for IBM-compatible PC: 32 MB RAM ; 486/100 MHZ
            or faster ; Windows 95/98 ; color monitor (high color, 16 bit)

            ; QuickTime 4.0 (or later) ; 4X CD-ROM or faster.

 651  0 United States$xHistory$yCivil War, 1861-1865$vSoftware.

 710 2  Teacher Created Materials, Inc.

 753     IBM PC$cWindows 95 or later.

 994     X0$bILC

Ideas to Implement
1. Pretend you are living during this time period and create a journal or diary to record your thoughts as you visit these resources and better understand the way of life.

2. Search for food and recipes and cook some Civil War dishes.

3. Look at the way people dressed during the Civil War.  Search for images of different dress in the books listed or at some of the websites.  Look around your house for different clothes or materials you could incorporate for your own Civil War style.

4. Choose 5 to 10 key events in the Civil War and create a timeline.  Include the details of each event as well as your perspective on each event.
5. Choose either a person of significance or create a fictitious person and write a few letters to them.  Better yet,  pretend to be someone in the Civil War era and have a friend of yours do the same for someone else and write correspondence to each other.  Use your imagination to go back in time.

In conclusion, 

I hope the activities and resources put forth in this pathfinder are of value to the researcher and a source of enlightenment.  

Individuals with suggestions or questions may email the creator of this pathfinder, Rebecca Grimmer, at r_grimmer@yahoo.com

