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Introduction

The Civil War, also referred to as “The War of the States,” occurred between the years of 1861 and 1865.  This was a bloody war and more Americans died in it than in any other war in history.  A divided nation at war affected all Americans in many different ways.  Through this Civil War WebQuest we will explore how this war transformed the lives of four individuals:  a Little Sister, a War General,  an Older Brother, and a Mother.  There is also a Narrator.

Task

With the aide of your imagination and selected Civil War resources, you will go back in time to 1861.  The war has just begun and it is having a tremendous effect on Americans from all ages and walks of life.    Members of each group will choose from the following four individuals:

Little Sister, Mother, The General, and Big Brother.

The Little Sister is  confused and anxious about many aspects of the war but most importantly she is worried about her 16-year-old  brother who has joined the forces for the North.   Her father passed away in the past year of illness.  She must help her mother run the farm and care for  three younger siblings.  The person who chooses the little sister should focus on how the war affected homelife in the North. The person who chooses this character will be keeping a journal to describe happenings in the war, homelife and the daily musings of a young northern girl.

The Mother is worried about her husband and son who have joined the forces for the South.  She   struggles to keep her farm in the South running.  She has an 11-year-old son whom she depends on heavily to help watch over the two younger siblings and run the homestead.   There are a few slaves on this small cotton farm.   The Mother strongly supports the war from the South’s perspective and the person who chooses this role should focus on her views and the difficulties of running the homestead.  Please include this subject matter in letters that will be written to her husband and/or son. This is not the mother of the “Little Sister”.

The General is leading a force for the North.  The person who chooses this role should focus on one early battle.  Describe the plans and strategies—add anything you would have done differently.  What were some of the issues and concerns faced by war leaders?  What was life like in camp and on the battlefield?  Describe these conditions.  You will keep a daily log from the perspective of the general and will need to include the aforementioned subject matter.

The Older Brother has recently joined forces for the South.  The person who chooses this role will focus on one early battle and discuss the fears and concerns of a young northern boy.  Describe the camp and battlefield from the perspective of a young and inexperienced soldier.  This subject matter should be included in the letters that the older brother writes home to his family.

The Narrator will research the beginnings of the war and will write a summary of the accounts leading up to the war.  The narrator will also develop a timeline of events for the year 1861.  In addition, the narrator will keep the group on track.

________________________________________________

Process

You will work in groups of five.  Choose from the following roles for each member of th e group:

1. The Little Sister,  age 13, from the North.

2. The Older Brother, age 15 from the South

3. The General, from the North

4. A Mother, from the South

5. The Narrator

You should choose a particular state or area for your role. Please think of a fictitious name for your character.  The little sister and the mother may collaborate on the research of their roles, although they are studying different regions.  This is also the case for the General and the Older Brother as these individuals will be covering much of the same material but from different perspectives.

The narrator will keep the group on task in addition to researching a timeline of key events in the year 1861.  The narrator  will also aide each member of the group in researching the costumes for each role for that time period.

Each person will read the report they have formulated either in the format of a diary, letters, or a daily log out loud  as an oral presentation or as a videotaped skit.  Each member will need to wear clothing representative of the way certain people dressed in the 1860’s during the presentation.

Questions for each role:

Little Sister

1. What do children do for fun?  What games or activities are popular?

2. Describe some of the chores that children are responsible for doing on the farm.

3. As a young girl you are also responsible for helping in the kitchen.  What are some dishes that might have been served  on a farm in 1861?

4. How do you feel about the war?

5. Reflect on the emotions of a girl of 13 in 1861.

Summarize your research in the format of a journal with daily entries.

Mother

1. What is the major source of income on the farm?  

2. Describe a typical day on the farm—what are some  specific duties of running the farm?

3. How are women contributing to the war effort?  In what ways have you contributed?

4. How do you deal with the emotional burdans and the feelings of isolation during this time?

Summarize these questions in the format of several letters to the Mother’s husband and/or son who is at war for the South.

The General

1. What were the strengths and weaknesses of the North in Battle?

2. What were the battles like?  Briefly describe some of the artilary used by the North and the South.

3. A few African Americans have joined your ranks.  What is life like for them in battle?

4. Choose one early battle in 1861 and discuss the strategy of the North.   Was the North successful in this early battle?

5. Describe the conditions of a typical Northern camp.

6. What are the worries and concerns of a Northern General?

Summarize these questions and concepts in the format of a log/journal that the General writes in daily.

Older Brother

1. What is your first real battle like?  Did the South win or lose?  Were any of your close friends killed? Did you have any “close calls” when you thought you were going to die?

2. Describe the emotions of a young soldier at war.  How do you feel about the war?  What is your stand on Slavery?

3. Describe the conditions of a typical Southern camp.  Are there any diseases or sicknesses?  What time of the year is it?  

Summarize these questions in the format of  letters the Brother writes to his Mother,  Father, and younger sister.

Narrator

1. Keep everyone on task

2. Aid each individual in researching the costumes of the era.

3. Write a brief summary focusing on the beginning of the war. 

4.     Create a timeline of 10 key events of your choosing for the year 1861.
________________________________________________

Product

Keep in mind that none of the individuals being researched are related.  

Each person who has chosen a role should write no fewer than five entries in the format assigned to be read aloud as an oral presentation or videotaped as a historical skit.  The choice of presentation is up to the group to decide as a whole.  Each entry should be no less than 75 words.  The summary for the narrator should be no fewer than 100 words.

The timeline should contain ten key events in the year of 1861—with a brief annotation of each event—pictures and/or graphics are optional.

Questions for the Little Sister, General, Mother and Older Brother to consider:

(Questions adapted from Children of the Civil War ,  Candice F. Ransom)

Describe your life in the army.

Describe your life at home.

What do you miss the most?

How do you spend your days?

Describe how your life has changed due to the war.

Have you had to move?

Is it hard to buy clothes or food?

Have battles taken place near your home?

How do you travel when you need to?

How have you contributed to the war effort?

Resources

· Websites

Valley of the Shadow:  Two Communities in the American Civil War

http://jefferson.village.virginia.edu/vshadow2/
Chronicle of two communities during the Civil War—the Northern community of Franklin County, Pennsylvania and the Southern community of Augusta County, Virginia.  Explore an archive to include newspapers, letters, diaries, maps, military records, etc., for the period before, during, and after the Civil War.

Civil War Battles by State

http://californiacentralcoast.com/commun/map/civil/statepic/
Descriptions of battles as well as maps indicating where Civil War battles took place in each state.

Edinburgh Press “Civil War Life”

http://www.edinburgh.com/Life/Life.htm
Visit the following links for detailed Civil War information in each category:  At the Front, The Home Front, and The Arts.

Freedom Fighter

http://www.coax.net/people/lwf/data.htm
Website is maintained by LWF Publications.  Comprehensive history of the Union Army’s African American Soldiers.  Information on the battles, units and soldiers with links to official documents and correspondence as well as reenactment units and organizations.

42eXplore, The Topic:  Civil War
http://annettelamb.com/42explore/civilwar.htm
An extremely detailed and varied resource rich with Civil War information from related websites, extension ideas and activities and civil war websites created for kids by kids.  

Timeline for the Civil War    

http://www.historyplace.com/civilwar/index.html
Learn about the Nation Divided at the History Place which highlights key events by month and year during the Civil War.   

· Database
Encyclopaedia Britannica Online

http://searcheb.com
Choose the search term “American Civil War” and choose “Britannica Student Encyclopedia” to link to Internet sites, audio and video materials and many articles.  This resource is available at most public libraries in either print form or as the online database.
· The Civil War on CD-ROM (and related software)
Civil War

Teacher Created Materials, 2001

A highly useful resource for students and teachers to utilize in the study of the Civil War.  Software includes digital photographs, sounds, and audio/visual clips.  Requires Windows 95/98 and QuickTime 4.0 or higher. 

Tom Snyder Timeliner Software

This software will guide students in the creation of timelines.  Visit the website to register for the demo which is free for 45 days.  Students may download the demo on one of the school computers or from their home computer.  Visit this website for details:

http://www.teachtsp.com/classroom/timelineronline/index.asp
· Books
(The following books should be available in your school library or your local public library.)

An Illustrated History of the Civil War

Images of an American Tragedy

William J. Miller, Time-Life Books, 2000.

A Nation Torn:  The Story of How the Civil War Began

(Young Reader’s History of the Civil War)

Delia Ray, Lodestar Books, 1990.

The American Civil War

Brian Holden Reid, London:  Cassell, 1999.

…If you Lived at the Time of the Civil War

Kay Moore, Scholastic, 1994

Women of the Civil War

(Women in History)

Stephen Currie, Lucent Books, 2003

The Civil War Years

A Day-by-Day Chronicle of the Life of a Nation

Robert E. Denney, Sterling Publishing Co., Inc., 1992

Children of the Civil War

(Picture the American Past)

Candice F. Ransom, Carolrhoda Books, Inc., 1998

Life in the North during the Civil War

(The Way People Live)

Timothy Levi Biel, Lucent Books, 1997

Life in the South during the Civil War

(The Way People Live)

James P. Reger, Lucent Books, 1997

Leaders of the North and South

(American War Library)

Diane Yancey, Lucent Books, 2000

Ultimate Field Trip 4

A Week in the 1800’s

Susan E. Goodman, Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2000

A Diary from Dixie

Mary Boykin Chestnut, Goucester, MA:  Peter Smith, 1961

War Letters:  Correspondence from American Wars

Andrew Carroll, ed., Scribner, 2001.

The Boys’ War:  Confederate and Union Soldiers Talk About the Civil War

Jim Murphy, Clarion Books, 1990

Bull Run

Paul Fleischman, HarperCollins Publishers, 1993

When This Cruel War is Over:  The Civil War Homefront

Duane Damon, Lerner Publications Company, 1996

Civil War Generals of the Union

Diane Yancey, Lucent Books, 1999

· Videos
Civil War Photography Videorecording

Parade Video, 1989

The Civil War

Simitar Entertainment, 1991

Civil War

Finley-Holiday Film Corp., 1985
_______________________________________________

Evaluation

Each team will be evaluated based upon the following criteria:

Journal/Log entries, Letters and Diary entries refer, in part, to some factual events or information.

Each individual meets the minimum requirement of five entries or more irregardless of format chosen.

The Group functions well as a unit and teamwork is exemplified in the final performance.

Costumes are creative, yet indicative of the style of dress for the 1860’s.

Individuals express their imaginations in how well they relate to the character they are portraying.

If the presentation is oral, everyone speaks clearly and loudly—this would also refer to a videotaped performance.  There should be no distracting noises if the performance is videotaped.  Also, the camera should be held steady at all times.

The timeline should include important, accurate events and should be visually pleasing.

The summary provided by the narrator, although brief, should include pertinent information regarding the beginning of the war.

This webquest should take no more than two weeks and all deadlines must be met to receive full credit for the assignment.

_______________________________________________

Conclusion

Students should reflect upon this assignment as an opportunity to explore the year 1861 in                  US History through creative exercises.   Upon completion of the webquest each member will have researched the time period to include the way of life of four different individuals from both the North and the South during the early 1860’s.  By relying heavily upon the imagination to enhance the written entries in various formats and by creating a “look” for each member represented, the group should feel closer to understanding the American ideals of the this time in history.  It is my hope that this webquest will prove to be a useful research tool as well as a fun assignment for all involved. 

_______________________________________________ 

Attention Teachers

Often students are at a loss as to where to begin researching an assignment.  Think of this webquest as filling the gap for your students and leading them on  a path of quality electronic and print resources for study.  Without this webquest,  some students might print the first thing they find on the Internet without really knowing if the information is accurate or from a reputable source.  As you lead the students in evaluating the information they discover I hope you will find this webquest to be a useful tool in the study of the Civil War.  

I feel this webquest would be appropriate for 5th grade on up to High School.  With that in mind, it was designed to meet Indiana State Standards for Education, specifically in the areas of Social Studies/US History, Early National Development—1775-1877.    The standards covered include USH 1.8, USH 1.5, and USH 1.3.  For further information and verification of the state standards for the state of Indiana, please refer to Indiana’s Academic Standards website at:

http://www.indianastandardsresources.org/standard
This website provides links to curriculum framework, classroom activities, classroom assessments, and MarcoPolo lesson plans.

_______________________________________________

Please email any suggestions or comments to me at r_grimmer@yahoo.com.
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