Underground Railroad

Introduction

This pathfinder was created with fourth graders in mind.  This pathfinder is designed to help students have a better understanding of the Underground Railroad and some of people who participated in it.  The resources listed here were chosen from many sources.  The pathfinder utilizes websites, books, audio/visual materials, and databases.  These were located by searching through Google, local library WebPages, state sites, museums, and links from within each site.  Sites were selected on appropriateness, quality, authority, relevance, and accuracy.

Web Sites

Underground Railroad

● National Park Service Underground Railroad Network to Freedom Program.

http://www.cr.nps.gov/ugrr/learn.htm
This is an excellent site where you can learn valuable information about the evolution of the term Underground Railroad, communication, destinations, and important people associated with the Underground Railroad.

● National Geographic Presents The Underground Railroad

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/railroad/
This site includes a guided tour as a slave who has to decide whether or not to escape using the Underground Railroad. Short biographies of important people in the Underground Railroad movement are also there.  This is a fantastic simulation for students to gain insight into the difficult decision slaves had to make.

● Library of Congress African American Sheet Music from Brown University 1850-1920

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/award97/rpbhtml/aasmhome.html
“This collection consists of 1,305 pieces of African-American sheet music dating from 1850 through 1920. The collection includes many songs from the heyday of antebellum black face minstrelsy in the 1850s and from the abolitionist movement of the same period.”  This is a decent site for the students who might be interested in the musical aspect of the Underground Railroad.

● Follow the Drinking Gourd

http://quest.arc.nasa.gov/ltc/special/mlk/gourd2.html
Lyrics of the song and an explanation provided by NASA.  This could be a helpful site for the student who might be interested in the musical aspect of the Underground Railroad.

● National Underground Railroad Freedom Center

http://www.undergroundrailroad.org/
This site includes many biographies of people involved in the Underground Railroad.  This is a very good site for a more in-depth look at some real life stories of freedom.

● A National Register Travel Itinerary.
http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/travel/underground/
This site offers a link to specific sites within the states where slaves could find safe haven.  A good site for information on stops along the railroad.

● Conner Prairie
http://www.connerprairie.org/events/fns.html
Learn about this unique "first-person" program at Conner Prairie in Fishers, Indiana to teach students ages 12 and up about the Underground Railroad.  Not much information is found on this site, but it is a start for those who might be looking for a hands-on approach to research.

● Underground Railroad Map

http://www.germantown.k12.il.us/html/RAILROAD.html
Map of various Underground Railroad routes.  Useful for visual learners.

● American Girl’s Escape to Freedom

http://www.americangirl.com/agcn/addy/game1_escape/index.html
“In Meet Addy, Momma and Addy try a daring escape from slavery after Poppa and Sam are sold to another plantation owner. They need courage and faith to travel north to freedom. Can they overcome each challenge and gain that freedom? To find out, travel with them on their dangerous journey.”  This is another good site to gain insight on some difficult decisions made by runaway slaves.

Levi Coffin

● Levi Coffin's Underground Railroad Station
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4h2946.html
A PBS website which contains historical documents, discusses people and events, and offers modern interpretations of these topics by noted historians.  A good site for specific information.

● Levi Coffin House
http://www.waynet.org/nonprofit/coffin.htm
This site maintained by Richmond and Wayne Counties discusses Levi Coffins home located in Fountain City, Indiana.  This site gives good specific information about how the Coffins were able to successfully aide runaway slaves in their flight to freedom.

● Indiana State Museum

http://www.in.gov/ism/HistoricSites/LeviCoffin/historic.asp
Indiana State Museum’s site for information about Levi and Katharine Coffin’s home.  This site gives some brief information on the Coffin home.

● Indiana Historical Society

http://www.indianahistory.org/heritage/levic.html
Indiana Historical Society’s site for information about Levi Coffin.  This site gives some good biographical information on Levi Coffin.

Quakers

● Earlham College

http://www.earlham.edu/Q/brochure1/#who_are_friends
Learn about the beliefs of the Quakers, local Quaker history, and see local Quaker points of interest. You can find lots of good information about Quakers and their beliefs.  This might help in trying to understand Levi Coffin and his decision to take a risk and help runaway slaves.

● Quakers

http://www.quaker.org/
Learn about Quakers and their beliefs.  This site has a tremendous amount of information that could help students learn much about Quakers.

Harriet Tubman

● The Life of Harriet Tubman

http://www.nyhistory.com/harriettubman/life.htm
Basic facts from Harriet Tubman's life. From the New York History Net.  This site is easy to navigate through to learn about Harriet Tubman’s role on the Underground Railroad.

Books

● A Place Called Freedom by Scott Russell Sanders. Atheneum Books for Young Readers, New York : c1997.

After being set free from slavery in 1832, young James Starman and his family journey from Tennessee to Indiana to start a new life and over the years they are joined by so many blacks that they start their own town.

● Barefoot:  Escape on the Underground Railroad by Pamela Duncan Edwards.  HarperCollins Publishers, New York : c1997.

In the forest, a group of animals help a runaway slave escape his pursuers.

● Follow the drinking gourd / story and pictures by Jeanette Winter. Distributed by Random House, New York : 1992, c1988.

By following the directions in a song, "The Drinking Gourd," taught them by an old sailor named Peg Leg Joe, runaway slaves journey north along the Underground Railroad.

● If You Traveled on the Underground Railroad by Ellen Levine.  Scholastic, New York : 1993, c1988. 

Explains what the underground railroad was, why slaves ran away, and how they were helped to escape.

● Journey to Freedom:  A Story of the Underground Railroad by Courtni C. Griffith.  Journey to Freedom:  A Story of the Underground Railroad.

Joshua and his family, runaway slaves from a tobacco plantation in Kentucky, follow the Underground Railroad to freedom.

● Minty:  The Story of Young Harriet Tubman by Alan Schroeder.  Puffin Books, New York : 2000, c1996.

Young Harriet Tubman, whose childhood name was Minty, dreams of escaping slavery on the Brodas plantation in the late 1820s.

● President of the Underground Railroad : a story about Levi Coffin / by Gwenyth Swain ; illustrated by Ralph L. Ramstad. Carolrhoda Books, Minneapolis : c2001

A biography of a Quaker man from North Carolina whose fearless work on the Underground Railroad in Indiana and Ohio helped thousands of men and women escape the cruelty of slavery.● Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt by Deborah Hopkinson.  Knopf , Distributed by Random House, New York : c1993.

A young slave stitches a quilt with a map pattern which guides her to freedom in the North.

● Secret Signs Along the Underground Railroad by Anito Riggio.  Boyds Mills Press, Honesdale, Pa. : 1997.

A deaf child helps pass information along the Underground Railroad using his paintbrush and a panoramic egg. 

● Stealing freedom / Elisa Carbone. Dell Yearling, New York : 2001, c1998.

A novel based on the events in the life of a young slave girl from Maryland who endures all kinds of mistreatment and cruelty, including being separated from her family, but who eventually escapes to freedom in Canada.

● The last safe house : a story of the underground railroad / written by Barbara Greenwood ; illustrated by Heather Collins.  Kids Can Press, Toronto ; Buffalo, N.Y. : c1998.

A fictional account of a slave family from the U.S. and a Canadian family who helps them escape by way of the Underground Railroad in 1856.

Audio Visual

● The Drinking Gourd Sound Recording : Story of the Underground Railroad.  Harper Children's Audio, New York : p1990.

Accompanying book illustrated by Fred Brenner.; Side 1 has page turn signals, side 2 does not. Tommy returns from church and learns that his home is a way station on the Underground Railroad for escaping slaves.

● The Underground Railroad Videorecording.  A&E Home Video , New Video Group, New York: c1999.

An expansive and compelling account of the Underground Railroad, America's first active and effective movement to foster civil rights.

● The Underground Railroad Videorecording : Escape from Slavery.  United Learning, Niles, IL : c1998. 

Describes how many men and women escaped from of slavery prior to and during the American Civil War. Focuses on the loose-knit system of people and institutions known as the Underground Railroad, which aided runaway slaves.

Databases

● African-American History and Culture http://www.fofweb.com/Subscription/active_Default.asp?ItemID=WE01
This site offers timelines, subject entries, galleries, biographies, historical documents, and maps and charts.  When searching for Levi Coffin, you will be given a choice of biography result, subject entry result, image result, and map or chart result.

● Images of the Transatlantic Slave Trade: A Media Database http://gropius.lib.virginia.edu/Slavery/index.html
Hundreds of images are offered through this site, most of them dating back to the period of slavery.  To explore the collection, click on one of the categories listed or type in a search term.  For example, if Frederick Douglas was the term to search by, a portrait would be returned.  If you click on the portrait you will find source information and comments.

EBook

Hidden in Plain View: the Secret Story of Quilts and the Underground Railroad. / written by Jacqueline L. Tobin and Raymond G. Dobard. Doubleday, 1999.

Describes how African Americans made coded quilts and how they used them to escape on the Underground Railroad.
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Conclusion

These resources listed above can be used by a number people interested in learning about the Underground Railroad and some of the people affiliated with it.  Students can learn how and why slaves escaped from their owners using the Underground Railroad, and who helped to run it. As they read through the information, students may want to keep write in a journal from the perspective of a runaway slave.  Teachers may want to use this pathfinder as a starting point for a unit on the Underground Railroad.  This topic addresses Indiana State Standards and can help students understand better some of the social conflicts that led up to the Civil War.
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