
Web Quest for the Underground Railroad

Introduction: 

You are a slave!  You are the property of someone else.  They tell you what to do, how to dress, and what to eat.  You have never known freedom.  You long to be free, even if it means risking your life and the lives of your family.  But how can you escape from your master, and to the North, where you have heard of other slaves escaping to?  During the 1800s, over one hundred thousand enslaved fugitives sought freedom through the Underground Railroad.  How?
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Task:

You and your family (3 other students) must find your way to freedom from the slave states, through Indiana, and on to Canada where you will be safe and free!

Process:

1. You and your group will use a variety of resources to research the Underground Railroad.  You can use the guide provided to help you answer certain questions about the Underground Railroad.  You must use at least one source from each category provided.

2. Once you have completed your research your research, you will need to create a map of your journey.  Your map should show understanding of the information you researched.  Make sure to label your map, and include a title, map key/legend,

3. As a group, you will be asked to role-play your escape and your journey along the Underground Railroad.  Be sure to include, where you began your journey, how you decided upon your pathway, anyone who helped you, and costumes.  Check the Evaluation Rubric for any other requirements.

4. Finally, create a timeline of your journey using the Timeliner program in the computer lab.  Within your timeline be sure to have important events along your journey, accurate dates, and title.

5. Begin your research at one of these two interactive websites, National Park Service Underground Railroad Network to Freedom Program. http://www.cr.nps.gov/ugrr/learn.htm or American Girl’s Escape to Freedom http://www.americangirl.com/agcn/addy/game1_escape/index.html. This will give you a good idea of some of the difficult decisions made by runaway slaves.

Resources:

Web Sites

Underground Railroad
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● National Park Service Underground Railroad Network to Freedom Program.

http://www.cr.nps.gov/ugrr/learn.htm
● American Girl’s Escape to Freedom

http://www.americangirl.com/agcn/addy/game1_escape/index.html
● National Geographic Presents The Underground Railroad

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/railroad/
● Follow the Drinking Gourd

http://quest.arc.nasa.gov/ltc/special/mlk/gourd2.html
● National Underground Railroad Freedom Center

http://www.undergroundrailroad.org/
● A National Register Travel Itinerary.
http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/travel/underground/
● Underground Railroad Map

http://www.germantown.k12.il.us/html/RAILROAD.html
Conductors

Levi Coffin



● Levi Coffin's Underground Railroad Station
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4h2946.html
● Levi Coffin House
http://www.waynet.org/nonprofit/coffin.htm
● Indiana State Museum

http://www.in.gov/ism/HistoricSites/LeviCoffin/historic.asp
● Indiana Historical Society

http://www.indianahistory.org/heritage/levic.html
Harriet Tubman



● The Life of Harriet Tubman

http://www.nyhistory.com/harriettubman/life.htm
Books

● A Place Called Freedom by Scott Russell Sanders. Atheneum Books for Young Readers, New York : c1997.

● Barefoot:  Escape on the Underground Railroad by Pamela Duncan Edwards.  HarperCollins Publishers, New York : c1997.

● Follow the drinking gourd / story and pictures by Jeanette Winter. Distributed by Random House, New York : 1992, c1988.

● If You Traveled on the Underground Railroad by Ellen Levine.  Scholastic, New York : 1993, c1988. 

● Journey to Freedom:  A Story of the Underground Railroad by Courtni C. Griffith.  Journey to Freedom:  A Story of the Underground Railroad.

● Minty:  The Story of Young Harriet Tubman by Alan Schroeder.  Puffin Books, New York : 2000, c1996.

● President of the Underground Railroad : a story about Levi Coffin / by Gwenyth Swain ; illustrated by Ralph L. Ramstad. Carolrhoda Books, Minneapolis : c2001
● Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt by Deborah Hopkinson.  Knopf , Distributed by Random House, New York : c1993.

● Secret Signs Along the Underground Railroad by Anito Riggio.  Boyds Mills Press, Honesdale, Pa. : 1997.

● Stealing freedom / Elisa Carbone. Dell Yearling, New York : 2001, c1998.

● The last safe house : a story of the underground railroad / written by Barbara Greenwood ; illustrated by Heather Collins.  Kids Can Press, Toronto ; Buffalo, N.Y. : c1998.

Databases

● African-American History and Culture http://www.fofweb.com/Subscription/active_Default.asp?ItemID=WE01
● Images of the Transatlantic Slave Trade: A Media Database http://gropius.lib.virginia.edu/Slavery/index.html
Questions to Consider

1. What state are you a slave in?

2. How did you find out you can follow a path to freedom? (ie. song, quilt)

3. What route did you follow?

4. How did you travel along the way?

5. Did anyone help you along the way?  How did they help?

6. Where did you go once you got into Indiana?

7. Where did you end up in Canada?

Evaluation

	Category
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Map
	
	
	
	

	Labels - Accuracy
	At least 90% of the items are labeled and located correctly.
	80-89% of the items are labeled and located correctly.
	79-70% of the items are labeled and located correctly.
	Less than 70% of the items are labeled and located correctly.

	Title
	Title tells the purpose/content of the map, is clearly distinguishable as the title (e.g. larger letters, underlined, etc), and is printed at the top of the map.
	Title tells the purpose/content of the map and is printed at the top of the map.
	Title tells the purpose/content of the map, but is not located at the top of the map.
	Purpose/content of the map is not clear from the title.

	Map Legend/Key
	Legend is easy-to-find and contains a complete set of symbols, including a compass rose. 
	Legend contains a complete set of symbols, including a compass rose. 
	Legend contains an almost complete set of symbols, including a compass rose. 
	Legend is absent or lacks several symbols. 

	Timeline
	
	
	
	

	Content/Facts
	Facts were accurate for all events reported on the timeline. 
	Facts were accurate for almost all events reported on the timeline. 
	Facts were accurate for most (~75%) of the events reported on the timeline. 
	Facts were often inaccurate for events reported on the timeline. 

	Spelling and Capitalization 
	Spelling and capitalization were checked by another student and are correct throughout. 
	Spelling and capitalization were checked by another student and were mostly correct. 
	Spelling and capitalization were mostly correct, but were not checked by another student. 
	There were many spelling and capitalization errors. 

	Dates 
	An accurate, complete date has been included for each event. 
	An accurate, complete date has been included for almost every event. 
	An accurate date has been included for almost every event. 
	Dates are inaccurate and/or missing for several events. 

	Readability 
	The overall appearance of the timeline is pleasing and easy to read. 
	The overall appearance of the timeline is somewhat pleasing and easy to read. 
	The timeline is relatively readable. 
	The timeline is difficult to read. 

	Learning of Content 
	The student can accurately describe 75% (or more) of the events on the timeline without referring to it and can quickly determine which of two events occurred first. 
	The student can accurately describe 50% of the events on the timeline without referring to it and can quickly determine which of two events occurred first. 
	The student can describe any event on the timeline if allowed to refer to it and can determine which of two events occurred first. 
	The student cannot use the timeline effectively to describe events nor to compare events. 

	Role Play
	
	
	
	

	Historical Accuracy 
	All historical information appeared to be accurate and in chronological order. 
	Almost all historical information appeared to be accurate and in chronological order. 
	Most of the historical information was accurate and in chronological order. 
	Very little of the historical information was accurate and/or in chronological order. 

	Role 
	Point-of-view, arguments, and solutions proposed were consistently in character. 
	Point-of-view, arguments, and solutions proposed were often in character. 
	Point-of-view, arguments, and solutions proposed were sometimes in character. 
	Point-of-view, arguments, and solutions proposed were rarely in character. 

	Knowledge Gained 
	Can clearly explain several ways in which his character "saw" things differently than other characters and can clearly explain why. 
	Can clearly explain several ways in which his character "saw" things differently than other characters. 
	Can clearly explain one way in which his character "saw" things differently than other characters. 
	Cannot explain one way in which his character "saw" things differently than other characters. 

	Required Elements 
	Student included more information than was required. 
	Student included all information that was required. 
	Student included most information that was required. 
	Student included less information than was required. 

	Props/Costume 
	Student uses several props (could include costume) that accurately fit the period, show considerable work/creativity and make the presentation better. 
	Student uses 1-2 props that accurately fit the period, and make the presentation better. 
	Student uses 1-2 props, which make the presentation better. 
	The student uses no props OR the props chosen detract from the presentation. 

	Group Work
	
	
	
	

	Contributions 
	Routinely provides useful ideas when participating in the group and in classroom discussion. A definite leader who contributes a lot of effort. 
	Usually provides useful ideas when participating in the group and in classroom discussion. A strong group member who tries hard! 
	Sometimes provides useful ideas when participating in the group and in classroom discussion. A satisfactory group member who does what is required. 
	Rarely provides useful ideas when participating in the group and in classroom discussion. May refuse to participate. 

	Quality of Work 
	Provides work of the highest quality. 
	Provides high quality work. 
	Provides work that occasionally needs to be checked/redone by other group members to ensure quality. 
	Provides work that usually needs to be checked/redone by others to ensure quality. 

	Working with Others 
	Almost always listens to, shares with, and supports the efforts of others. Tries to keep people working well together. 
	Usually listens to, shares, with, and supports the efforts of others. Does not cause "waves" in the group. 
	Often listens to, shares with, and supports the efforts of others, but sometimes is not a good team member. 
	Rarely listens to, shares with, and supports the efforts of others. Often is not a good team player. 


Grading Scale

64 – 58 = A

57 – 51 = B

50 – 44 = C

43 – 37 = D

36 and Below
F 

Conclusion

The Underground Railroad was an important link to freedom for escaped slaves.  This freedom movement helped change the way Americans viewed slavery.  This Webquest should help you to understand the value of freedom today and challenges we continue to face around the world.  

Teacher Notes

Time Frame: This Webquest should take 2-3 weeks to complete. 

Standards: 

S.S. 4.1.7 Explain the roles of various individuals, groups, and movements in the social conflicts leading to the Civil War.

S.S. 4.1.13 Organize and interpret time lines that show relationships among people, events, and movements in the history of Indiana.
Performance Standards:

* Develops a search strategy.

* Analyzes primary and secondary sources.

* Plans and organizes ideas for writing.
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