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This Pathfinder is intended for use in a high school library to provide a broad range of resources on topics relating to WWII.  Realizing that the WWII era is so diverse a topic, this Pathfinder is not intended to be a one-stop-shop for any one particular topic of WWII. Rather, this resource is intended to open new avenues of thought with regard to this era, giving a taste of both the era’s political, military, and social characteristics using a variety of media including photographs, audio/visual, print, and fiction/non-fiction to name a few.  Materials were chosen with consideration to their authority and reputation, their content quality and pertinence to WWII, and their ability to be cross-referenced for accuracy.  May you be blessed with curiosity and many ideas for further research after exploring the resources on this WWII Pathfinder. 

WWII BOOKS


Fiction
1. Summer of My German Soldier, by Bette Greene 
  Published by Speak; Reissue edition January, 2002.   Patty Bergen is a twelve-year-old Jewish-

  American girl who befriends an escaped German POW during World War II.  An easy read for high  

   schoolers, but an excellent story about and universal need of love and friendship.

2. Number the Stars  by Lois Lowry, 
Published by Houghton, 1989.
The story of Jewish Annemarie Johansen, a ten-year-old experiencing the hardships of WWII in Copenhagen.  Eventually, Annemarie will be asked to undertake a brave mission to save her friend’s life.  This is also a rather easy read, but an enjoyable story.

3. Catch-22, by Joseph Heller 

Published by Durkin Hayes, c1985.  “A bombardier in World War II tries desperately to 

escape the insanity of the   war. However, sometimes insanity is the only sane way cope with 

a crazy situation. Catch-22 is a parody of a ‘military mentality’ and of a bureaucratic society 

in general”.  (Summary written by Jeffrey Struyk {Catch22@ix.netcom.com}) A more 

challenging read, but quite thought-provoking.

Nonfiction

1. Night by Elie Wiesel  

   Published by Hill & Wang, 1961.  Relates Elie Wiesel’s experience as a 12-year-old in the  

   Nazi Concentration camp Auschwitz-Birkenau, where his mother and three sisters were killed.    

    He relates the atrocities he witnessed and the struggle of him and his father both to survive.     

2. The Diary of Anne Frank by Anne Frank  

    Published by Random House, c1956.  Set in WWII, 13-year-old Anne receives a diary for her    

    birthday.  Shortly afterwards, the Jewish family goes into hiding in the “Secret Annex,” a 

    secret attic in a large home.  Her diary records her growing up, her perceptions, and her   

    dreams while in hiding from 1942-1944.
VIDEOS   Note that movies listed with a (**) beside them are to be viewed only at the discretion of your 

parents and teachers.

1. Schindler’s List  **    

Produced by Universal Studios, 1993.

This movie “tells the compelling true story of the German businessman Oskar Schindler who comes to Nazi-occupied Poland looking for economic prosperity and leaves as a savior of more than 1,100 Jews.”  Rated R.  Summary courtesy of http://www.historyinfilm.com/schnlist/.  For historical information surrounding this movie, see the following:
a.  “PBS Online: Schindler’s List”   

http://www.pbs.org/holocaust/schindler/
Produced by the Public Broadcasting Station.  A website Schindler, the man, himself, his list, and some behind the scenes information, and more.  This is a top-notch site for background info on Schindler’s List.

2. Swing Kids

Produced by Hollywood Pictures in 1997.   

“The story of a close-knit group of young kids in Nazi Germany who listen to banned swing music from the US,” it’s a movie that  will get your attention and win your loyalty.  It will introduce you to the other other side of  WWII—the side of Germans who defied Hitler’s rule.   A story of friendship, betrayal, loyalty, and groovin’ tunes!   For more information, see the summary at http://us.imdb.com/Plot?0108265. Rated PG-13.
a. http://www.shellac.org/wams/wnazi02.html 

“Nazi Germany: Dance Band Rules And Regulations During The 3rd Reich”

From Malcolm Rockwell via the 78-L ListServ out of Cornell University, New York.  This is a list of official rules regarding jazz music, which might help students understand the background of the dancing conflict in Swing Kids.  Pay special attention to numbers 7, 8, and 9.
b. http://www.calvin.edu/academic/cas/gpa/index.htm
“Nazi Propaganda: 1933-1945”

 Updated by Randall Bytwerk of Calvin College in May, 2003. This site is “..a collection of English translations of Nazi propaganda for the period 1933-1945...” and contains such war and anti-Semitic propaganda as speeches and writings, visual material (posters, etc.), magazine & newspaper articles, excerpts from books, etc.   This, too, will expound upon students’ understanding of the strong attempts at brainwashing the German people into following Hitler, and also the strong pull on Germany’s youth to join the H.J (Hitler-Jugend [youth]).  You might try doing a search on the site for “Nazi Youth,” or “Hitler Youth.”
3. Anne Frank: The Whole Story 
Produced by Disney Studios, 2003.  (See The Diary of Anne Frank beneath BOOKS for summary)  This film goes beyond the diary and actually takes her story to the very end—to her death in a Nazi death camp.  Not rated.

4. U-571  

Produced by Universal Studios, 2000. 

“Set in 1942, this fictional story is about a team of heroic Americans who embark on a top-secret mission to get on board a German U-boat and capture their communication device so they may learn of their secret coding system. In the process, they gain the usage of the U-boat, U-571, and must carry out their mission while having to steer clear of their German enemies lurking in hostile waters.”   Rated PG-13 for war violence. Summary courtesy of  http://www.jesusfreakhideout.com/movies/U571.asp . American Revolution

For more information about German U-boats see the following sites:

a. http://www.u-571.com/  

 “U-571”  

This is Universal Studios’ official U-571 site, ©2000 Universal Studios.  For historical information, click on either “Enhanced” or “Standard,” (Enhanced will take longer to load).  It gives information and graphics on both German and US submarines during WWII.

b. http://www.britannica.com/eb/article?eu=75991
“U-Boat”  
 © 2003 Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc.  Gives the history of the German U-boat and its use in both WWI and WWII.  (This service must be prescribed to before all information will be made available.  One may sign up for a free trial if accessing from a home computer.)
 
5. Windtalkers  **

Produced by MGM, Inc., 2002.  Starring Nicholas Cage, this movie is a very realistic portrayal   of WWII in the trenches.  The plot centers around two  Marines assigned to protect a couple of Navajo soldiers, for they possess the most vital, unbreakable code of WWII:  the language of the Navajo. Rated R.  I only suggest it to be used at the discretion of teachers and parents.


****http://www.history.navy.mil/faqs/faq61-2.htm  

“Navajo Code Talkers in WWII”  

Prepared by the Navy & Marine Corps WWII Commemorative Committee, 1997.  This gives a history and a background for understanding the Navajo’s part in WWII.  This would be helpful to introduce the movie or could be used to supplement teacher-selected excerpts from the movie.
5. Saving Private Ryan **
Produced by Universal/MCA in 1998, starring Tom Hanks & Matt Damon. 

“The film follows Captain John Miller who survives the landing at Omaha Beach during WWII, only to be given a new mission: to find and extract Private James Francis Ryan, one of four brothers, the other three of whom have been killed in action within days of each other… ‘The search for Private Ryan is fiction,’ says historian Stephen Ambrose, ‘but of the kind that illuminates truth rather than diminishing it.’”  Summary courtesy of:  http://www.historyinfilm.com/ryan/index.htm.  Rated R, again, I strongly advice this movie to be used at the discretion of teachers and parents because of the realistically violent aspect of this film.  For more information and reviews, see the following:

**** http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/entertainment/july-dec98/ryan_8-3.html 

 “REALITIES OF WAR” 

From the August 3, 1998, The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer Transcript.    This is the transcript of a live interview aired on PBS with Phil Ponce, historian Steve Ambrose, Tom Hanks, and a couple of WWII veterans.  The interview discusses the realism and impact of the movie on viewers.  


WWII ART


1. http://www.remember.org/image/  

      “Cybrary of the Holocaust: Images”

     Contains numerous historical photos of the Holocaust, as well as other kinds of artwork 

     relating to the Holocaust.  


2. http://www.pbs.org/theydrewfire/gallery/index.html 

    “They Drew Fire: Art Gallery”  

                            Copyright 2000 Lanker.  This site gives access to a number of WWII combat artists’   

    works, drawn  to represent “realistically or symbolically, the essence and spirit of

    war.”

DATABASES

1. http://www.litfinder.com/poemfinder/  

Poem Finder 

By Roth Publishing, Inc, 2003.  A database of poetry and authors, including over 100,000 full-text poems.  Poems will give you a feel for the emotional side of the war—a little more personal than simply facts.  Try doing a search for “World War II,” “Holocaust,” or “Hitler,” and read some of the poems that have a small, black ‘T’ in a yellow box next to the poem’s listing.  The ‘T’ simply means it is full text.

2. http://www.britannica.com  

Encyclopaedia Britannica Online 

© 2003 Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc.    This is an excellent resource for finding websites, journal/newspaper articles, and encyclopedia articles for a variety of understanding levels.  Try doing a search for any of the following terms:  Nazi party , swastika, Hitler Youth, World War II, atomic bomb, Pearl Harbor, concentration camps, Holocaust, Women’s Army Corp. (WAC),  Manhattan Project,  or the name of any major player in WWII you may come across in any of these resources.  *Note:  This is a subscription service—if you are doing research at home and have not subscribed, you may sign up for a FREE 72 hour trial period during which you may do research.   

WEBSITES


Jews and Concentration Camps

1. http://www.nizkor.org/hweb/camps/nordhausen/Nordhausen.html
The Nizcor Project site most recently updated its site in April, 2003.

“United States Army File Following the Liberation of the Concentration Camp Nordhausen”   RealPlayer video footage and narration of the liberation of a German concentration camp.  

2. http://www.remember.org/camps/ 

“WWII Concentration Camps”  

A virtual tour with narration of the concentration camps Birkenau and Mauthausen as they appear today, as of 1996, in the same condition as they were after the liberation of their prisoners.  This gives you a realistic glimpse at what a concentration camp was like…only much greener and less crowded now.      

3.  http://www.library.yale.edu/testimonies/excerpts/index.htm  

“Fortunoff Video Archive”

Copyright © Yale University Library, 2001. Contains excerpts from Testimonies of survivors of the Holocaust.   “One excerpt from each page can be downloaded as a video clip (a Quicktime movie) or an audio file.”  These take a while to download, but are well-worth the wait. 

4. http://www.remember.org/audiovideo/ 

COMING SOON by Remember.org!

Audio and Video Recordings Online, coming soon!  “…Audio and video recordings of survivors as well as holocaust scholars/historians.”  This will be neat when it finally arrives! Keep checking!

General Military Information

5. http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/war/wwtwo/  

“BBC History WW II”  

Produced by the British Broadcasting Company (BBC) © MMIII , and contains a wealth of 

information and links to WWII battles, leaders, and multimedia resources such as audio/video             

files.  

Regarding the Japanese

6. http://www.ourdocuments.gov/content.php?page=transcript&doc=73  

“Joint Address to Congress Leading to a Declaration of War Against Japan (1941)” 

This is the speech that President Franklin D. Rooselvelt gave declaring war following the Japanese 

attack on Pearl Harbor.  Transcription courtesy of the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum.
7. http://www.americanhistory.si.edu/archives/d9305.htm  

“A More Perfect Union: Japanese Americans and the U.S. Constitution”  

By Robert S. Harding and Grace Angle, 1988.  Posted  by American History Archives Center, 2000. This tells of  the relocation of Japanese Americans to special camps after the bombing of Pearl Harbor.

8. http://www.csi.ad.jp/ABOMB/index.html  

 “A-Bomb WWW Museum”  

Copyright 2000 by A-Bomb WWW Project. Contains pictures of the atomic bomb’s aftermath in Japan, explanations of the atomic bomb, texts of interviews of survivors, etc.   This site is especially interesting, being that it is produced

WWII Regarding the United States

9. http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/wwii/ahf/index.htm  

“American Home Front”

Produced by Scholastic, contains information about American life while at war, including the 

relocation of Japanese Americans to “relocation centers,” and the entrance of women into the war 

effort.  Lots of great information that is easy to understand. 

WWII Regarding Women

8.   http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/prs-tpic/females/wave-ww2.htm  

      “Women & the US Navy: WWII Era WAVES,” 

                   Produced by Department of the Navy—Naval Historical Center in January, 2001.  This page 

       details the role of women in the Navy as part of the Women Accepted for Volunteer Emergency 

       Service (W.A.V.E.S.) organization.

9.    http://www.wasp-wwii.org/wasp/home.htm  

                   “W.A.S.P on the Web”  

       Created by Nancy A. Parrish webmaster@wasp-wwii.org, last updated May, 2003.  Written by 

       the daughter of a W.A.S.P., this site contains accurate information on Women Airforce Service 

       Pilots’ duties etc., and even has some interactive links and audio/video files.

a. “Official Documents” 

    http://wasp-wwii.org/records/documents.htm  

    Gives details of specific regulations and procedures of W.A.S.P. women. 

b. “The Women’s Army Corp.”

    http://www.army.mil/cmh-pg/brochures/wac/wac.htm  

          

    Produced by the Center for Military History of the Army branch of the military.  This site                   

                            relates women’s involvement in the army in WWII.  

INTERACTIVE CDs

Both of these interactive cd’s provide excellent, primary documents and real audio/video tracks and footage.  These would be useful as supplementary audio/visual aids in a classroom presentation.  If you could use some of the footage or audio in a PowerPoint presentation, you would add immensely to the quality of your presentation if done well.  Be sure that the segments you might choose are relevant to your topic, and use only the amount of information you need to illustrate your point.  

1. Lest we forget a history of the Holocaust / developed by Endless Interactive.

Provides just about anything  you could wish to know about the Holocaust and about WWII as it pertained to the Jews. 
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	1_ |a Cesarani, David.

	710
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2. Normandy the Great Crusade. 

Explains the advance of the Allied Forces (the “good guys”) upon a key city, Normandy, France, in WWII.  This became the turning point for the entire war.  Should the Allies have lost Normandy, most likely the Germans would have been victorious in WWII.  
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	00 |a Normandy |h [electronic resource] : |b the great crusade.

	250
	__ |a Ver. 1.1.

	260
	__ |a Bethesda, Md. : |b Discovery Channel, |c c1994.

	300
	__ |a 1 CD-ROM : |b sd., col. ; |c 4 3/4 in. + |e 1 program guide (17 p. ; 12 cm.)

	500
	__ |a Title from disc label.

	520
	__ |a Contains 40 minutes of video from archival footage, as well as letters, diaries, first-person accounts, profiles, articles, maps and actual radio broadcasts that chronicle the Allied advance on their invasion of Normandy, which would prove the decisive turning point of World War II.
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