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Introduction:

With the onset of reality television, the topic of forensic science has captivated viewers of all ages.  There is a great deal of fictional and inaccurate information on T.V. and the Internet.  This pathfinder is a tool to help middle and high school students and their teachers research the fascinating world of forensic science using a variety of sources.  All sources were chosen for their relevance, accuracy, and up-to-date information. 

Websites:

American Academy of Forensic Psychology (AAFP)  http://www.abfp.com/academy.asp - This site has Academy information, downloadable (pdf) guidelines & internships, links, bulletin archive back to 1997.
American Association of Forensic Sciences (AAFS) 
http://www.aafs.org/ - This site is devoted to the improvement, the administrations, and the achievement of justice through the application of science to the processes of the law.

American Board of Forensic Entomology: Home Page
http://www.missouri.edu/~agwww/entomology/ -  This site is devoted to the science of using insect evidence to uncover circumstances of interest to the law, often related to a crime.
Autopsy
http://www.hbo.com/autopsy/ - This site from the HBO channel is a high quality website with excellent multimedia, including an interactive casebook where you can look at crime scene photos, collect evidence, and learn what the forensic experts did in a major serial killer investigation. The site also allows you to take place in an interactive autopsy with Dr. Michael Baden and gives you a tour around the virtual crime lab.  One of its best features is a comprehensive forensic timeline which highlights the major advances in forensic science throughout history and a section on forensic firsts which looks at more recent innovations in the forensics field.
Beyond Ground Zero: The Forensic Science of Disaster Recovery - New-York Historical Society, The. 

http://www.nyhistory.org/bgz/index.html - This site has photos of investigator & forensic expert efforts on the WTC disaster.
Crime and clues - The Art and Science of Criminal Investigation 
http://crimeandclues.com/ - This site provides insight into crime scene investigations, fingerprint evidence, digital evidence, testimonial evidence, death investigations, and unsolved cases.

Crime Scene Evidence File 
http://www.crimescene.com - This interactive site allows the user to study evidence from the current investigation and participate by asking questions or offering observations and leads.
Criminal Profiling 

http://www.criminalprofiling.com/  - This site has research, news, articles on criminal justice, offender profiling, victimology, serial killers, forensic psychology.
CSI: Crime Scene Investigation
http://www.cbs.com - This  website offers a thorough and informative CSI handbook including explanations of forensic tools, types of evidence, and forensic procedures; and a comprehensive episode guide with links to the forensic procedures or terms used in the show.  “CSI” site has its own virtual crime lab tour that allows the user to click on certain equipment and an explanation appears.

The Forensic Files
www.forensicfiles.com -  This site has a good episode guide and a comprehensive glossary of forensic terms, good descriptions of various members of a forensic team, as well as links to forensic sites.
Forensic Medicine for Medical Students 

http://www.forensicmed.co.uk/ - This site covers wounds, autopsy, asphyxia, etc..
Forensic Science Resources 
http://www.tncrimlaw.com/forensic/ - This site gives a bibliography and reference guide to the Forensic Sciences.

Forensic Toxicology: World Wide Web Virtual Library 
http://home.lightspeed.net/~abarbour/vlibft.html - This site delves into the analysis of alcohol, drugs, and poisons in body fluids and the interpretation of those analytical results for the benefit of the courts.
Handbook of Forensic Services: Introduction (1999)  

http://www.fbi.gov/hq/lab/handbook/intro.htm - The purpose of the Handbook of Forensic Services is to provide guidance and procedures for safe and efficient methods of collecting and preserving evidence and to describe the forensic examinations performed by the FBI Laboratory.

Introduction to Forensic Firearms Identification 
http://www.firearmsid.com - This web site will focuses on just one of the disciplines of Forensic Science, Firearms Identification.  Sometimes incorrectly referred to as ballistics, firearms identification can be defined as, The identification of fired bullets, cartridge cases or other ammunition components as having been fired from a specific firearm.
National Center for Forensic Science (NCFS): Home Page 
http://ncfs.ucf.edu/ - The National Center for Forensic Science provides research, education, training, tools and technology to meet the current and future needs of the forensic science, investigative and criminal justice communities.
T.C. Forensic - Forensic and Scientific Services 
http://www.tcforensic.com.au/ - This site offers featured articles, information, news and links. Our goal is to create a useful resource.
Virtual Case, The 

 http://www.virtualchase.com/ - This site has over 500 pages of legal research articles, guides (people finder, etc.), tools (Search Engine Guide, Teaching Internet Research Skills, etc.); a site search.
Zeno's Forensic Site 

http://forensic.to/forensic.html - This site allows users to search, browse ranked links to general & forensic science (DNA, etc.), medicine (odontology, etc.), psychology resources.

Databases:

Crime and Justice - U.S. Government Documents Ready Reference Collection. 

http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/indiv/dsc/rref/crime.html  - This database can link to over 20 downloadable (html, pdf, 123) sources.
Criminal Justice Abstracts (SilverPlatter's ERL Platform), 1968-
http://www.library.qut.edu.au/cgi-bin/library/dbtitle_full.pl?TI%3DCriminal+Justice+Abstracts  - This database indexes major journals in criminology and related disciplines, as well as reports from government and non-governmental agencies, books, dissertations and unpublished papers.

PubMed - U.S. National Library of Medicine (NLM). 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=PubMed - This database can search over 11 million MEDLINE citations back to the mid-1960s, plus life sciences journals. Links to sites with articles (PubMed Central, etc.).

Ultimate Forensic Psychology Database, The - Directory. 

http://flash.lakeheadu.ca/~pals/forensics/ - This database can search, browse links in 14 categories (articles, events, jobs, consultants, etc.).

EPeriodicals:

Directory of Electronic Health Science Journals
http://www.hunter.health.nsw.gov.au/index.php?p=100 - This site has information on electronic versions of English language peer-reviewed print journals and has links to 200 free ejournals.
Links to Psychological Journals - Psych Web. 

http://www.psywww.com/resource/journals.htm - This site has over 1,500 links to ejournals, many free. To search for articles, use PSYCLINE.

EBooks:

Sourcebook of Criminal Justice Statistics - Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS) & University at Albany.

http://www.albany.edu/sourcebook/ - An ebook with U.S. data from 100 sources in 600 tables, a site search.

World Factbook of Criminal Justice Systems, The - Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS).   

http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/abstract/wfcj.htm  - An ebook with 42 downloadable (zip) narrative country descriptions.

Images:

Internet Pathology Laboratory for Medical Education, The
http://medstat.med.utah.edu/WebPath/webpath.html  - This site has 1,900 images, text, tutorials, lab exercises, exam items that demonstrate findings associated with disease conditions.
Books:

Criminal Profiling.  By Brent E. Turvey. Academic Press; 2nd edition (April 2002) 
 
A forensic scientist with a background in history and psychology, Turvey introduces the deductive profiling method he developed from existing profiling methods, psychological theory, and the forensic sciences. It differs from other methods by relying not on averaged statistical profiles, but on his own experiences. (Book News, Inc.)

The Forensic Science of C.S.I.  By Katherine Ramslend.  (Berkley Blvd. Books), [2001].

This is an easy-to-read presentation of basic modern forensics. Ramslend  skillfully introduces and outlines, in a series of 11 chapters, the crime scene and the elements of crime scene reconstruction including criminal logic, deceptions, and forensic puzzles & methodology in up-to-date evidence collection.
The Casebook of Forensic Detection: How Science Solved 100 of the World's Most Baffling Crimes.  By Colin Evans.  (Colin Evans), [2000].

For anyone interested in the history of forensic science, this is a great introductory guide. The point of the book is to show the history and development of the various branches of forensic science.  All of the cases involve either an interesting crime, interesting forensic techniques, or both. If you love everything to do with forensics and have never watched a show or read a book about forensics that you didn't like, I’m sure you’d like this book.

Videos:

"Introduction to Forensic Medicine and Pathology." By Dr. Gregory J. Davis. (1999).

"Learning to Think Like a Scientist: Better Lawyering Through Knowing the Rudiments of Research Methodology". By Michael Saks. (2000).

"Lifting Fingerprints and Plaster Casting." By Joe Howard. (1996).

Software:

The Crime Zone.  http://www.thecrimezone.com/    

Powerful yet easy-to-use drawing software for law enforcement professionals, prosecutors, and investigators. Now you can quickly and easily create accurate diagrams for crime and accident reports - right from your laptop or desktop computer. Simply put, The Crime Zone is the easiest, most powerful program of its kind available.  Quickly draw building floor plans that exactly represent the crime scene. Choose from hundreds of pre-drawn symbols to show details like furniture, clothing, doors, windows, vehicles, signs, and trees. Create your own symbols for unique or unusual items.

Title: The Crime Zone

Publication: Beaverton, OR ; CAD Zone Inc. 

Year: 2002 

Description: CD-ROM 

Language: English 

System Requirements:  Pentium computer with Windows 98, 2000, XP, or NT 4.0, 64 Mb RAM, available hard disk space of at least 80 Mb, CD ROM drive.   

SUBJECT(S) Descriptor:  Criminal Justice  

Note(s): The Crime Zone 2D: $299, The Crime Zone and 3D Viewer: $599. 

Material Type: CD-ROM

This software could be used in a variety of classroom situations.  One example, could be using the software in history class to investigate and simulate presidential assassinations, assassination attempts, and other significant historical crimes.  Another use could be in English class to illustrate in 3D imagery the scene of famous literary crimes.
Take an OnlineCourse:

Fundamental Concepts in Forensic Science
http://www.forensic-science.com/course_description/fs101.html

 Keith Inman and Norah Rudin are guest instructors of Knowledge Solutions LLC.
They can be reached at: Keith Inman: kinman@ix.netcom.com, Norah Rudin: norah@forensicdna.com 
Starting date:  July 12, 2003.   Ending date:  August 8, 2003
Purposes and Objectives:

In Fundamental Concepts in Forensic Science we present the philosophical, rational and practical framework that supports a case investigation. We outline the unifying principles of forensic science, discuss the rooting of forensic science in the pure sciences, and introduce you to the unique ways in which a forensic scientist must think. We also discuss the experimental method and some of the ways in which a forensic analysis can be confounded. This class is not an overview of the disciplines that comprise the forensic sciences, but rather the umbrella under which the practical work resides.

Students will work through interactive exercises and discuss various scenarios with the instructors and their fellow classmates in the discussion forum. The explication and clarification of assumptions and inferences will be emphasized. At the end of the class, students will take a final examination in which they will be asked to demonstrate their knowledge of specific information that has been presented and also to extend that knowledge in considering questions about a specific case.

Conclusion:
By using the resources listed above, students can delve into the wonderful world of forensic science.  Hopefully, the resources can help students gain a better understanding of the field and provide them a wealth of information for research projects or personal reading in this exciting field of study.  Maybe some day, these students will be the detectives and forensic scientists that are solving the crimes of the future. 

Doug Peachey

Arsenal Technical High School

mailto:peacheyd@mail.ips.k12.in.us
June 7, 2003

