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Introduction

This pathfinder is designed to help children and young adults learn more about deafness and American Sign Language (ASL), however it could also be used as a guide for adults.  The resources included in this pathfinder will enable you to learn more about deafness, its causes, its consequences and ways to cope.  Further, many of the resources will teach more about the history of ASL, how it is used, and how to make basic words and signs.

These materials were chosen through several sources.  The pathfinder encompasses websites, CD-ROMS, DVDs, videos, books, and periodicals.  They were found and chosen through searches on search engines such as Google, from library web site recommendations, from recommended links and web sites, and from browsing stores like Amazon.com.  The electronic resources are particularly useful for this topic because software and websites enable viewers to see the sign language hand gestures in motion.

Software

· American Sign Language Dictionary- Platinum Edition

This 4-CD-ROM software set is reference software that is designed for Windows 95 and above.  According to a review on Amazon.com, a user said, “I first learned sign language in college, but didn’t stick with it for more than two years.  This program not only jogged my memory, but taught me so much more than I learned before.  I am now able to carry on conversations with some local customers that only sign.” (http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B00005YOUF/102-4379572-1937735)  It combines text and video examples, as well as animated illustrations of how to form signs.  “It allows you to type in a keyword or phrase to gain access to a sign, see illustrations of the sign for a complete understanding, read a written description of how the sign is created, and watch a video that correctly demonstrates how the sign should look.” (http://www.worldstart.com/store/american-sign-language-platinum.htm)

· American Sign Language for Kids-CD Tutorial

This CD-ROM software is aimed at kids ages 3 and up.  It includes 5 stories that teach basic ASL vocabulary.  Games are featured after each story to reinforce the lessons.  This software was developed and tested by the Institute for Disabilities Research and Training.  It is designed for computers with Windows 95 and above.

· Instant Immersion American Sign Language

This 2-CD-ROM reference set incorporates full-motion video and phrase translators.

· Paws Signs Stories

This CD-ROM software includes 5 stories and 15 educational games.  It is recommended for kids ages 3 to 7.  Linda Bove, the deaf actress on Sesame Street, signs the stories, directions for the games, and game items dressed as Paws the Dog.  It is designed to teach early ASL skills.  One story centers on words that are signed with the index finger- one of the first “handshapes” used by young deaf children.  The “stories use repetition, patterned language, and predictable structure to encourage early reading skills.” (http://www.idrt.com/asl1.html)  The games concentrate on “reading decoding, vocabulary building, signing skills, visual memory, visual perception, visual/motor coordination, early concepts, computer skills, and math.” (http://www.idrt.com/asl1.html)

Videos/DVDs

· I Want to Learn Sign Language

Debuting in 2001, this video teaches viewers how to sign letters, numbers 1-20, favorite foods, hobbies, meetings and greetings, favorite expressions and more.  It is 60 minutes in length.

· My First Signs

A DVD or VHS format is available for this title.  From a magical animated tree house, children invite viewers to learn 18 ASL signs. (http://www.signingtime.com)

· Sign and ABCs

This video teaches written, spoken, and ASL alphabets.  It displays the signs for 88 words.  “The Chicago Tribune gave it a four-star review….Also, Skipping Stones magazine, a national publication, named it one of 1998’s best videos.” (http://www.signit2.com/index2.html)

· Sign Songs

In this video, John Kinstler signs the lyrics of 11 songs.  It was “named a notable video by Booklist, a Parents’ Choice Approval, and [was] endorsed by the Coalition for Quality Children’s Videos, which tests videos with 3,000 kids.  The Los Angeles Times called it ‘thoroughly engaging’.” (http://www.signit2.com/index2.html)

· Talking Hands: A Sign Language Video For Children

This video from 2000 teaches 31 hand gestures.  It is “much like a mini video dictionary.  Teaching focuses on word recognition alone- not the alphabet nor on full sentence structure- and covers a smart variety of simple nouns and verbs.  The format is simplistic  but highly effective.” (http://www.amazon.com review)

Periodicals

· Deaf Today

This online magazine has stories about deaf news, culture, and current events.  Stories with headlines such as “Canine training center running out of funds to help deaf people” and “Hearing loss no problem for young musician” are shown on the front page.  Readers can browse the past week’s stories, use a search box to look for keywords, and browse an archive of the periodical, which can be found at http://www.deaftoday.com/news
Web Sites (Including several e-reference resources)

· ASL Activities, Books, and Materials for Children of All Ages

http://members.aol.com/alysser/aslpgs.htm
Links to ASL teacher associations, ASL games, books, and listservs are all included on this site.

· ASL Fingerspelling

http://where.com/scott.net/asl/
A dictionary with animated photos of how to move hands to sign individual letters are featured on this site.  The ASL fingerspelling converter is also very impressive.  If users type in a word, the site will return the word in ASL fingerspelling animation.

· ASL Info

http://www.aslinfo.com
This site is a stockpile of ASL information and includes a store, articles about the history of ASL and the deaf culture, resources, links, mailing lists, laws, ASL events, and news.

· Deaf Kids.com

http://www.deafkids.com/for_window.html
Designed for deaf people under age 17, this site features chat rooms and programs where deaf people can share ideas, feelings, and information.

· Deaf Resource Library

http://www.deaflibrary.org
This site is a collection of reference material and links.  It has information about both American and Japanese Sign Language.  Links can be found for deaf magazines, catalogs, schools, national/state associations, and scholarships.

· A Guide to ASL

http://www.masterstech-home.com/ASLdict.html
This site has descriptions of how to make signs, includes a basic dictionary of terms, and features video demonstrations of signs if the computer you are using has QuickTime software.  A collection of 1,270 terms are included.  Both animated and text definitions are displayed.  A counter at the bottom of the site shows that the dictionary has been accessed a total of 2,373,583 times.  If users click on a letter, they are taken to that page of the dictionary.  A search box can also be used to find terms.

· KidsWorld Deaf Net

http://clerccenter2.gallaudet.edu/KidsWorldDeafNet/index.html
This is a “national communication network for parents and professionals involved in the education of deaf and hard-of-hearing children.”  It includes a discussion forum and e-document library that contains PDF articles about hearing loss.  It has links about literacy, family involvement and transition.

· Lesson Tutor: ASL Picture Index

http://www.lessontutor.com/ASLgenhome.html
This website has a vocabulary index with listings of words.  It gives a drawing of how to make the different signs.  Also featured are a series of lesson plans, review worksheets, crossword and word search puzzles, ASL clipart, and an interactive jigsaw puzzle.

· National Association of the Deaf

http://www.nad.org
This Association’s web page includes news articles about current events, ASL, legal rights, employment, education, and deaf-related technology.

· National Institute on Deafness and Other Communication Disorders

http://www.nidcd.nih.gov
A great deal of information and articles about hearing, deafness, research/clinical trials, research grants, and news can be found on this organization’s site.  It also has links for free deaf-related publications.

· OtiKids

http://www.oticon.com/eprise/main/Oticon/com/SEC_AboutHearing/LearnAboutHearing/Products/SEC_OtiKids/_index
This site is “intended to provide support in as many ways as possible for children with hearing loss and their parents.”  It includes articles, signs of hearing loss, explanations of how the ear works, and tips on how to communicate and socialize.  It further includes information about hearing aids, stories from parents, recommended reading, a collection of links, and a glossary of deaf terms.  A great feature of this site is the Kids Corner, where kids can learn from easy-to-read stories about hearing, how the ear works, and why hearing loss happens.  The Kids Corner also has articles by other kids with hearing loss from around the world.  It also includes puzzles and memory games associated with deafness and ASL.

· Where Do We Go From Hear?

http://www.gohear.org
Information about children diagnosed with hearing loss can be obtained on this site.  It also features an animated trip though the ear, as well as feature articles about families that include someone with a hearing disability.  The site also teaches about ASL background and definitions, and includes links to research centers, publications, kid pages, information on the ear, chat, and listservs.

Books

· Bahan, Ben.  Signs For Me: Basic Sign Vocabulary for Children, Parents and Teachers.  Dawn Sign Press.  July 1990.

This book introduces common household items, animals, emotions, safety and other signs.  Each vocabulary word features a picture, sign illustration, and the word printed in English.

· Costello, Elaine.  Getting Started in Signing.  Living Language Publishers.  October 2000.

This learners guide and dictionary includes over 500 everyday signs.  Each word has an illustration that shows how it is formed.

· Costello, Elaine.  Signing: How to Speak With Your Hands.  Bantam Books.  September 1995.

Over 1,300 signs and their descriptions are included in this book.  Large illustrations show the position and movement of hands.  The chapters are organized into topic groupings.  There is also a chapter on the history of ASL, sign language throughout the world, and regional variations of sign language.

· Flodin, Mickey.  Signing for Kids.  June 1991.

Intended for children ages 9-12, this book is a signing manual for kids.  It is arranged by general subject area and some of those areas include pets/animals, food, sports, school, numbers, family, and friends.

· Flodin, Mickey.  Signing Illustrated.  Prestige Publishers. October 1994.

This book teaches ASL by category, and includes over 1,350 signs.  It contains illustrations showing hand positions and movements.  Vocabulary reviews and fingerspelling exercises are also featured.

· Humphries, Tom.  Basic Course in American Sign Language.  June 1994.

This book is broken into a number of lessons.  Each lesson teaches ASL usage, such as pronouns, possessives, sentence structure, and more.

· Kramer, Jackie.  You Can Learn Sign Language: More Than 300 Words in Pictures.  Troll Association Publishers.  April 2000.

Winner of the National Parenting Association Gold Medal, this book begins with a brief explanation of ASL.  It includes a listing of the ASL alphabet and numbers.  The signs are explained in captions, each with a color photo of a child demonstrating that sign.  The book also explains the origins of some signs and how teletypewriters (TTYs) work.

· Warner, Penny.  Learn to Sign the Fun Way: Let Your Fingers Do the Walking with Games, Puzzles, and Activities in American Sign Language.  Prima Publishing.  2001.

This book contains games and activities on ASL topics such as animals, clothing, colors, sports and more.

Conclusion

These resources, in all formats, can be used to learn more about hearing loss, deafness and its causes, how to cope, how to sign, and the future of this topic.  These resources can be used in a number of ways: for parents of deaf children, for children who need reassurance after receiving a diagnosis of deafness, for teachers creating a unit on deafness or ASL education, and for children and adults without hearing problems who want to learn sign language and want to learn more about the deaf culture.  Teachers could create projects in which students learn more about the deaf culture, learn some basic sign language, and sign a sentence or story to the class.

Appendix

MARC record for 1 software item (From Library of Congress):

The American sign language dictionary on CD-ROM 
	LC Control Number:
	96802089 

	000
	02222cmm 2200397 a 450

	001
	5002050

	005
	19970204083220.4

	008
	960918s1994 nyu m eng 

	035
	__ |9 (DLC) 96802089

	906
	__ |a 7 |b cbc |c orignew |d u |e ncip |f 19 |g y-gencompf

	955
	__ |a vb24 09-18-96 to MRC

	010
	__ |a 96802089 

	020
	__ |a 0062790145

	040
	__ |a DLC |c DLC |d DLC

	041
	0_ |a engmul

	050
	00 |a HV2475

	051
	__ |a HV2475 |c Copy 2.

	082
	10 |a 419 |2 12

	100
	1_ |a Sternberg, Martin L. A.

	245
	14 |a The American sign language dictionary on CD-ROM |h [computer file] : |b CD-ROM for Macintosh.

	246
	30 |a American sign language dictionary

	256
	__ |a Computer data and program.

	260
	__ |a New York, N.Y. : |b HarperCollins Interactive, |c c1994.

	300
	__ |a 1 computer laser optical disk : |b col. ; |c 4 3/4 + |e 1 user manual (23 p.)

	538
	__ |a System requirements: Macintosh with 25MHz 68030 processor or better, System 7; 4MB RAM (8MB or more recommended); 13" (or larger) 256 color monitor; Macintosh compatible CD-ROM drive with appropriate drivers (double-speed recommended); keyboard; Macintosh compatible mouse.

	500
	__ |a Title from disc label.

	500
	__ |a "Martin L.A. Sternberg."--Container.

	500
	__ |a CD-ROM based on the American Sign Language dictionary series by Martin L.A. Sternberg.

	500
	__ |a CD-ROM also issued for Windows; CD-ROM and book package issued for both Macintosh and Windows.

	520
	__ |a Interactive multimedia package to help the user learn and practice the signs of American Sign Language. Provides instant access to video clips, animations, illustrations and text descriptions for 2200 signs; slow motion and zoom-in to show hand and finger motion; practice sessions and games; signs for words and phrases using English, French, Spanish, Italian, and German; history of ASL; fingerspelling; and sign language etiquette.

	650
	_0 |a American Sign Language |x Dictionaries.

	650
	_0 |a Sign language |x Dictionaries.

	700
	1_ |a Sternberg, Martin L. A. |t American sign language dictionary.

	710
	2_ |a HarperCollins Interactive (Firm)

	991
	__ |b c-MRC |h HV2475 |i [1996 00523] |t Copy 1 |w CF

	991
	__ |b c-MRC |h HV2475 |i [1996 00523] |t Copy 2 |w CF


