Literary Criticism Pathfinder

Introduction – The following websites, databases, books, CD-Roms and resources will help you in finding what you need to do research in the area of literary criticism and to help you write the paper about what you found.  Although these resources were chosen with high school students in mind, this collection would benefit the college student equally as well.  Resources were evaluated for quality of content, examined by an English teacher with experience in teaching and writing.  Selection of websites involved testing links, running test searches and examining credentials of creators.      

�Websites
The following websites will provide a plethora of information for research into authors, their works, and their lives.  Each website is followed by a brief description and a review, both of which will help you to determine your best avenue in finding information on the Internet.  The websites have been grouped into several categories, and the best websites in my opinion are listed first.  Enjoy and happy hunting. 

“A Little Bit of Everything!”

These sites contain reviews, biographical information, criticism, speeches, etc. 
1. Internet Public Library

http://www.ipl.org/div/litcrit/
Description: This site allows you to search for criticism by author’s last name or by literary period.  The time period in which the author wrote and the type of writing associated with him/her are listed for each entrant.  Websites which are most often provided as links are divided into three categories: critical sites, biographical sites, and other.  Link’s to the author’s work are also provided.

Review: “Hundreds of authors,” “well organized,” and “offers quality information” are phrases that come to mind for this site.  Highly recommended.  

2. Literaryhistory.com 

http://www.literaryhistory.com/
Description: According to the site itself, “Literaryhistory.com is an index to free internet articles on topics in English and American literature.  It is designed to be convenient and useful for students, scholars, writers, teachers, reading groups, and general readers.  All links lead directly to articles, and articles must meet basic academic standards to be included.  Literaryhistory.com is edited by Jan Pridmore and has been online since 1998.”  

Information is indexed alphabetically by author or in outline form, the latter of which contains such headings as popular modernism or Harlem Renaissance.  You will find, among other things, popular works (such as articles from Time or Oprah), chronological list of works, speeches, papers, and historian reviews.   

Review: “Literaryhistory.com selected as one of the "Best Of Reference 2003" by The New York Public Library.”  Quote serves as link.  Link can be found on home page.  

An excellent site in my opinion.

3. Yahoo!

http://d1.dir.dcn.yahoo.com/arts/humanities/literature/authors/literary_fiction/
Description: Alphabetical listing of hundreds of authors.  Sites are varied for each author but may contain interactive text sites, discussion groups, author home pages, obituaries, copies of speeches by or about author, biographical information, and criticism.  

Review: A nice collection of links about these authors.  Each link has description and it is easy to distinguish useful links.  Unlike other academic sites, all of these links were active.  The down side is that you may get linked to a site that sells books or articles.    

4. Voice of the Shuttle

http://vos.ucsb.edu/browse-netscape.asp?id=2739
Description: General information about literary criticism and literature is found here along with specific information about authors and time periods of American literature.  

Review: Offers many authors.  This site is organized in such a way that you will need to scroll to see all that is offered, but the links and their descriptions are organized in an outline format making comprehension easy enough.  The links are in red and not underlined so that when they have been used they become maroon in color, making them difficult to see next to the black type of the descriptions.  A recommended site.       

5. Literary Resources on the Net

http://andromeda.rutgers.edu/~jlynch/Lit/
Description: This site, created and maintained by a college student, is worth looking at for articles and reviews of literary works.  The names of the authors are organized alphabetically and the site will be very easy to use and judge as time worthy for your subject.

Review: I was disappointed that all three links for Amy Tan were either missing or redirected.  However, the links that did work lead me to very worthwhile information so give it a look because it may be very helpful depending on your author.

“You’re Being Referred”
The following sites are bases from which to start finding other quality information.  They will guide you to print sources that pertain to your subject.  Both of them are excellent, so they are listed in alphabetical order.  

1.  Gale Literary Index
http://www.galenet.com/servlet/LitIndex/


Description: Like the PAL website, this site will help guide you in the right direction to find the research you need.  Unlike PAL, though, this index will lead you to reference works only and for each reference book, exact location of information about your author will be provided.  So again, the legwork has been done for you.  Search by author or title.  

Review: I find this to be a phenomenal site.  I tried Toni Morrison and for many of her works several literary criticism reference resources were provided, with volume and page numbers.  You will want to check with the librarian about which reference works would be the best to consult, though.  Some of them will give only short biographical information that is readily available in other places, so ask if you are unsure about which reference books to spend time finding.        

2. PAL: Perspectives in American Literature – A Research and Reference Guide

http://www.csustan.edu/english/reuben/pal/table.html
Description: This site is a bit different than some other ones.  It is an extensive guide to American authors, their works and the works about them…in bibliographic format with complete information.  You will find the titles of the works that will help you do your research here on this site, then you can get them from the school media center or the public library.  See the librarian for help with this.  The authors are arranged by chapters and the chapters are based on time periods, but you can also access the authors alphabetically. 

Review:  From the site, “Perhaps no other site on the world wide web is more often cross-referenced and "linked to" from the thousands of other literary web pages than the PAL site. ... " - Professor Michael O'Conner, Millikin Univ.
 The man who created and maintains this website has done the legwork for you and you can be certain that these are credible sources for your research.  In addition, if you are uncertain of the history of the time period in which your subject wrote, this will be the site to help in understanding.  Nice chronologies are given to clarify the time periods as well.  Not necessarily a final destination, but a guide to follow.   

“Reviews Are Us”

Just like the heading implies, these sites contain reviews of the works you are studying.  

1.  The New York Times on the Web

http://www.nytimes.com/auth/login?URI=http://www.nytimes.com/books/home/
Description: Gives access to reviews done by the New York Times.  Since this is a credible news establishment, you will find some worthwhile nuggets of information here.  Remember, as is the case with all criticism, these reviews are not “right” but an opinion that you can accept or refute in your work.  

Review: You will have to register even though this is a free service.  It is a simple process and if help is required, please see the librarian.  The reviews are worthy of a read because these are respected critics that take time to delve into the meat of the books.  There are good themes to discover here, and since reviews are normally done when the book is released, it could be interesting to look at how opinions may have changed over time.  

2.  Random House Reading Group Guides

http://www.randomhouse.com/resources/rgg.html
Description: Provides reader’s guides, which are questions to guide analysis of the book.  Although a relatively small listing, this site contains works by several American authors.  Can access guides by author, title, or genre.  

Review: I was quite impressed by the quality of the questions.  Sometimes they are quite lengthy and only one question would give a student plenty to work from to create a quality paper.  Understand that these questions are a base from which to build.  

 Amazon.com
http://www.amazon.com/
Description: Although primarily used for the purchase of books and other items, this site also is a database of thousands of reviews, by both professionals and customers.  Simple to use, all you have to do is type in the name of a book, select book from the drag down bar, and you will be directed to an area about the book.  Checking the author, click on the exact book for which you would like to research.  Finally, scroll down to find the words in link format “see all editorial reviews” or “see all customer reviews.”

Review: It is easy to use, often you will find editorial reviews by many respected journals, and they are normally in full text.  In the past, I have even found worthwhile customer reviews.  A word of warning, though, if you use a customer review in your paper you must still cite the source because the idea is not your own.                                                      

“I’m More of a Visual Person”
One database that will help you if you feel you need to see the work interpreted to fully understand.  

1.  The Internet Movie Database

http://www.imdb.com/
Description: This site gives users access to a myriad of videos and DVDs that may not be easily found at the library, local retail store or rental establishment.  The use of a movie is not meant to substitute for reading of the actual book, but as an interpretation of it that will help in understanding the written work.  In addition, this will cost money and not all students would be interested in such a method of research.

Review: The collection of movies is extensive, so you are likely to find a film interpretation if it exists.  Check with your librarian first if you would like to look into this option as some of the videos can be found through inter-library loan.  Knowing that the film exists is a prerequisite of using the loan process, though, and that is why this site can be useful to you.  If you are lucky, you may find video clips for the movie you want on this site.

�Databases
The following databases are available through INSPIRE, which can be found under the Links of Interest connection on our high school home page.  If you are not familiar with how to access INSPIRE, see the librarian today to learn how!  

Bibliography Resource Center – Provides all the biographical information about your author that you could need.  There are thumbnail sketches and full narrative works, website links and photos, all in one place.  Make sure to spell the person’s name correctly!

Essay Finder – Allows you to access essays about your author or about his/her works.  Note that not all authors will be featured, but what you do find will be worthwhile information.  Can search under author and/or titles.  I suggest you try both. 

�CD-ROMS and Educational Software

The following are available to help you do research and to write your paper.  One is available from the public library, but the other one is not available for loan and would need to be purchased for home use.  Information about obtaining the following helpers is given in the description.

Essay Punch – From the website about Essay Punch, “Choosing from a menu of topics, students are motivated to develop an idea and write their own short essay, consisting of an introduction, a two- to three-paragraph body, and a conclusion.  Steps to finished essays include pre-writing, outlining, organizing, revising, rewriting, and publishing.”  

For more information go to…

http://meritsoftware.com/software/process_writing.htm
Monarch Notes Essay Builder – Available from the Lake County Public Library, the summery from the online catalog states the following. “This CD-ROM provides comprehensive study guides for 150 of the most popular classic literary works as well as serving as a tutor to guide the user through the phases of writing a paper, from research to outline to final draft.”  This is available to you at both the Griffith branch and the Central branch under the same call number, CDROM 807.2 Mona.

�Books
The following books can be found in our school’s library collection.  Titles and call numbers have been provided for you.  This is by far not an exhaustive list, but a sampling of what you can find.  I encourage you to use the electronic catalog or to browse the shelves in the following areas.

General Collection Books
92 – this Dewey number represents biographical works.  To find something about the author you are researching, look under 92 and add the first three letter of the author’s last name.  Example, Hemingway would be found under 92 Hem.
811-818 – This area will provide you with various titles about the author or the works.  You will find literary criticism, encyclopedic and biographical type books.  

Examples of works pulled from our collection sorted by call number.

813 Blo – Presenting Avi from the Twayne’s United States Author Series.

813 Kee – Understanding I am the Cheese
813.4 Blo – Mark Twain : the Adventures of Huckleberry Finn from the Modern Critical Interpretations series.

813.5 Col – The Many Facets of Stephen King 

818 Ras – Mark Twain A to Z
Reference Books
Reference books are a separate collection because you may refer to them while you are in the library, but you are unable to check them out for use at home.  The following are sources that we have here, but refer to the Gale Literary Index in the website section of this pathfinder for more resources that can be found at the public library.

R 810.3 Har – The Oxford Companion to American Literature
R 810.321 Kir – Reference Guide to American Literature
R 810.9 Cur – A Library of Literary Criticism : Modern American Literature
R 810.9 Gal – Speaking for Ourselves, Autobiographical Sketches by Notable Authors of Books for Young Adults
R 920 Cur – Current Biography Yearbook – This is a multi-volume set that is issued each year, and our collection goes back to 1940.  The entrants are listed alphabetically and indexes are included frequently.  The spine will indicate which volumes contain an index for the set.  These are quality articles and obituaries are found in the year the person died in the back of the book.  

Indexes
The following indexes are located in the reference section of most public and school libraries.  They are easy to use with a little explanation.  Ask a librarian for help in using these to find magazine and journal articles about your subject.

Biography Index 
Readers’ Guide to Periodical Literature
�Other electronic resources

The following resources will help you to write your paper, cite resources or understand literary terms.  Use them often and for free!  

Purdue University: OWL

Online Write Lab

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/
Literary Elements

By D.K. Peterson

http://www.english.wayne.edu/~peterson/Fiction/elements.html
Writing about Literature

Also by D.K. Peterson

http://www.english.wayne.edu/~peterson/Fiction/litbasics.html
Easybib.com

Makes doing a bibliography in MLA or APA a little less daunting

http://www.easybib.com
Conclusion – The resources here are only a small collection of what is available to students and writers.  Within many of these suggested materials can be found paths to more websites, books and magazine articles.  Let this path lead you to others and may your researching be fruitful.  

This web page designed by…

Terri Ramos
May 30, 2003
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Web based class L595, Electronic Resources for Children and Young Adults.  
