Paris! Paris! Paris!

Introduction

Congratulations!  You and your friends have won a short trip to Paris!  Flight, hotel, breakfast and lunch are included.  How exciting, but at the same time a little daunting since there is so much to see and so little time – only three days!  What will you do?  Where will you go?  

Task

Your job will be to find out as much as you can about the City of Lights and make an itinerary for your trip.  You’ll have to decide what you want to visit and in what order.  You’ll have to consider how much time you will need at each place.  And since dinner is not included, you’ll have to choose a restaurant for each of your three evenings.  Since the trip is this weekend, you’ll have to find out the weather forecast and plan accordingly, choosing museums, monuments and activities that truly appeal to you.  

Process 

Using the resources from this page, complete the following to fill in your itinerary properly:

1. Find out the weather conditions for the season so that you can plan appropriately.  

2. Find a map of the city so that as you choose your sight seeing destinations, you can plan with proximity in mind.  You won’t want to be backtracking all over the city!  

3. Discover all of the wonderful monuments, museums, theaters and activities Paris has to offer.  Choose between two and four events per day, allowing ample time to explore the sights.  Include price and hours of operation so there are no surprises for you.  

4. Find three restaurants that you would like to visit for dinner.  Remember, Paris is known for its cuisine…and its prices!  

5. After you have chosen the sites you’d like to see and the dinners you’d like to enjoy, estimate how much money you will need for entrance fees and dinner bills.  Add in some money for souvenirs and come up with a total amount of money that you would need to bring.  Remember that Paris will have a different currency.  Don’t know the exchange rate?  Use the currency exchange site below to get an idea of how it all works out and figure out an amount you will need to take with you, both in U.S. dollars and French Euros.  

6. Put it all together in an Excel spreadsheet or in an Apple Works day planner that you can take with you.  There is more information about how to do this in the Product section of this page.  

7. Plan on explaining your itinerary to me and the rest of the class in an oral presentation.  I will have a map for your use on the day of the presentations so be prepared to explain your route, your destinations and what interested you about the places you chose, your restaurant selections, and how much money you think you’ll need.  You will need to have pictures of the places you would like to visit for your presentation.      
Resources

1.  Concierge.com

http://www.concierge.com/paris/
Provides links to restaurants, sights, articles about Paris, and travelogs (personal narratives by people who have visited the city).  The weather is listed here as well, with a five day forecast.  Shopping, description of the neighborhoods, and maps, this site offers lots of information.  Pictures of certain destinations may help you to make decisions.

Warning:  Although there are maps on this site and others, it is better to use the traditional paper variety because it will be easier to see the overview of distance between destinations and proximity of one site to another.   

2.  Currency converter

http://www.xe.com/
Find out how much money you will be taking with you and how much you’ll actually have when you get there! 

3.  Cybercityguides.com

http://paris.cybercityguides.com/sightseeing/index.html
Offers descriptions of some of the well known sights, historical attractions, and museums.  From the home page explore other possibilities, like shopping.  

4.  Paris Pages

http://www.paris.org/
To make an informed decision, check out this site.  It includes everything from culture, to interactive maps, to a Paris calendar of events.  Find monuments sorted by category, by neighborhood, and by “must-see.”  

5.  ParisTourisme

http://www.paris-tourism.com/
Another excellent site with description of sites and information about location, cost and hours.  

6.  Voila.fr

http://tourisme.voila.fr/villes/paris/fra/dec/_vvi/acc_central.htm
A really neat site that allows you to explore Paris and its sites through short movie clips.  Your computer must have certain capabilities to handle this site.  In French.  

Note:  After finding some information using these sites, you may want to focus more intently on a website for the destinations you have chosen in order to get an idea about how long it will take to explore the site, the hours of operation, and the location.  You might find that a destination you have chosen is not a good match for you and you may want to find a different attraction.  Choose places that you would really want to see, decide why you would want to see that place and make it a part of your oral presentation.

1. To find more information about a destination once it is chosen, use a search engine like Yahoo! (http://www.yahoo.com)  or Google (http://www.google.com).  Type in the monument or museum name along with the word Paris and judge what returns you get according to high standards.  Look for a site that is put together by the museum itself.       

Product & Evaluation

You may choose to place the following elements in any order that seems pleasing and at the same time functional to you, but each of the following elements must be included.  You may choose to use Excel or Apple Works, both of which you have used previously.  Review sheets on how to use these programs are available in the classroom or library.  

Your final printed product must include:

1. Times of day  (10 points)

2. Specific names of monuments, activities, etc.  (10 points)

3. Hours of operation  (5 points)

4. Cost  (5 points) 

5. How long should be planned for visit  (5 points)

 Your oral presentation should include:

2. Visuals  (10 points)

a. Copy of your itinerary

b. Pictures of your destinations

3. Tracing the route on a map, provided in class  (5 points)

4. Specific reasons for choosing your destinations (10 points)

The following is an example of how your Excel spreadsheet might look.  Note that this is only a sample and that you should consider the contents of your spreadsheet much more closely.  
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Conclusion

You are all very unique and special people with different likes and dislikes, so all of your trips will be very different in nature.  However, sometimes we also have to work as a group, using compromise to come to conclusions.  Before we leave this project, let’s work together to choose a single trip that we would suggest to the average American visiting Paris.  Think about this final task as we work through the presentations and we will take a silent vote and post the itinerary in the hallway along with the map of Paris and the visuals of the monuments to be visited.  Maybe we’ll encourage somebody to take a trip there!  

Teacher Materials

There are many ways to expand this project to include even more learning opportunities.  For example, a Metro unit could be incorporated and this would allow for an added component of the print and oral presentation.  Another suggestion would be to add a French speaking portion to the presentation.  To make the project even more “real” to the kids, you could have them create a small phrase book for themselves to take with them on their trip to Paris.  Or as an addition to the evaluation portion, you could ask some very pointed questions about the monuments to gauge what they learned.  Finally, to change the individual/group dynamic of the project, you could have each student research a given monument or two and then after the presentations, the entire class could create the itinerary.  The possibilities are endless!  

In any case, I would suggest using this project with an upper level group.  If you are in a split level situation, this project would provide work for the higher level and some interesting presentations for the younger level.  This would help with whole class participation, for at least a few days! 

Standards: Foreign Language, Level IV 

The following standards have been addressed in the course of this project.

Standard 3:  Students present information, concepts, and ideas to an audience of listeners or readers on a variety of topics.

4.3.4 Give oral reports on a variety of topics.

Standard 5:  Students demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the products and perspectives of the culture studied.

4.5.1 Describe various aspects of the culture, including major historical events, political structures, visual arts, architecture, literature and music.

Standard 6:  Students reinforce and further their knowledge of other disciplines through the language.

4.6.2 Conduct traditional and electronic research on selected topics related to the foreign language and culture.

4.6.3 Present findings from research in oral and written form, using presentational skills acquired in other disciplines.     
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				Name of Attraction		Location		Cost

		9 a.m		Louvre		Metro exit "Louvre"		15 Euros

		10 a.m.

		11 a.m.






