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Many people these days are choosing to have exotic pets.  While they may be very attractive and you might think it exciting to acquire such an animal, we must be good caretakers and provide a healthy and safe environment for our pets just as we do for ourselves and our families.  Whether the interest in an exotic pet is because we live in an apartment or a community where it is not practical to have the typical pet, we must learn everything we can about the prospective exotic pet: nutrition needs, habitat needs, healthcare needs and handling needs.  This pathfinder concentrates on chameleons/lizards.  Future pathfinders will investigate other exotic pets.  You may sometimes become discouraged trying to uncover reliable resources. Hopefully, this pathfinder will give you a good start on locating those resources.  Technology is very much a part of our everyday lives and will continue to become an even larger part.  We  get excited about learning when we can get hands-on experiences.  To this end, a considerable number of the resources included in this pathfinder are reliable websites and interactive electronic resources.  
This pathfinder is intended to help middle school age to adult pet lovers make an educated decision about choosing a chameleon for a pet.

All of these resources were selected because they received positive reviews or, in the case of websites and electronic resources, because the producers are reputable.
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Books:  (NON-FICTION)
These nonfiction books will enable the prospective chameleon owners to learn about the chameleon’s natural habitat and evaluate what they need to consider when providing a home for such a pet.
639.3   Martin, James.  Chameleons: Dragons in the trees.  Crown 
MAR    
Publishers, 1991.

 Discusses the chameleon by describing its appearance, behavior, sticky-ended tongue, diet, and ability to change color and pattern in seconds.  Text and photographs indroduce the behavior, African habitat, physical adaptations, endangered status, and other aspects of several species of chameleon.

Reviews:  Best Books for Children, 5th ed., (1995); Booklist Editors Choice, 1991; Booklist Monthly Selections, 1991; Horn Book Guide Reviews, 1992; Kirkus Reviews, September 1991 can be seen at http://www.amazon.com;  Science Books for Young People, 1996.  
639.3    Martin, Jame.  Masters of Disguise: A Natural history of
MAR

chameleons.  Checkmark Books, 1992.


Beginning with their classification, author describes the chameleons peculiar anatomy, and how they live, eat, mate, and survive against enemies.  He then details four chameleon “case studies”: a desert chameleon, a jungle chameleon, a mountain chameleon, and the African dwarf chameleon.  Illustrated throughtout with color photographs.


Reviews:  Choice, April 1993; Library Journal, April 1, 1992 (can be read at http://www.amazon.com).
639.3    Garcia, Eulalia.  Chameleons: masters of disguise.  Gareth Stevens, 1997.
GAR
 
Describes the physical characteristics, habitat, behavior, and camouflage technique of the lizard that can change color quickly to blend in with its environment.

Reviews:  Golden Paw Titles, 1998.  
639.3    Jenkins, Martin.  Chameleons are cool.  Candlewick Press, 1998.
JEN


Describes different kinds of chameleons, examining their physical features, their behavior, and their ability to change color. 


Reviews:  Horn Book Guide Reviews, 1998; School Library Journal Reviews, June and August, 1998; (can be read at http://www.amazon.com.); Publishers Weekly, January 1998.
639.3     Necas, Petr.  Chameleons: nature’s hidden jewels.  Krieger Publishing Co., 
NEC             1999.


Introduces chameleons and outlines the present state of knowledge of chameleons.  Early chapters give general information on the origin and distribution, biology, reproduction, and care of chameleons in terrariums.


Reviews:  American Reference Books Annual 2000, V. 31; Choice, April 2000;
Review by Book News Inc. can be read at http://www.amazon.com.

639.3    Deiters, Jim / Deiters, Erika.  Chameleons.  Steadwell Books, 2001.
DEI         


Describes the habitat, physical characteristics and life cycle of chameleons, many of whom live in rain forests.


Reviews:  Science Books & Films, July/August 2002.

639.3  Badger, David / Netherton, John / Badger, David P.  Lizards: a natural history 


of some uncommon creatures—extraordinary chameleons, iguanas, checkos, 


and more.  Voyageur Press, 2003.


Highlights the behaviors and physical characteristics of 29 lizard species features 102 photographs.


Reviews:  Booklist, April 2003 (can be read at http://www.amazon.com);  Library Journal, May 1, 2003.
[image: image3.jpg]



These elementary fiction books present stories that give some personality to chameleons  Middle school and adult readers could use these as an introduction to younger children on the behavior and physical attributes of chameleons.
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J LIO   Lionni, Leo, 1910-.  A Color of his own.   Dragonfly Books, 1997.


 A little chameleon is distressed that he doesn’t have his own color like other animals.


Reviews:  Publishers Weekly, August 1997; Children’s Catalog, 18th ed. (2001)

J HOR  Horstman, Lisa.  Fast friends: a tail and tongue tale.  Knopf, 1994.

            A cow and a chameleon move to the big city and become roommates until their considerable differences threaten to ruin their friendship.


Reviews:  Horn Book Guide Reviews, 1994; School Library Journal, 1994.
J CAR  Carle, Eric.  The Mixed-up chameleon.  HarperCollins, 1999.


A bored chameleon wishes it could be more like all the other animals it sees, but soon decides it would rather just be itself.  Cutouts along the edges of the pages display various animals and colors.


Reviews:  Best Books for Children, 6th ed., 1998.

J BEN  Benevelli, Alberto.  The Colors of the chameleon.  Gareth Stevens, 2001.

Of all the animals who live in the shade of the palm trees, the chameleon is very special because he can change his color at any time.


Reviews:  Horn Book Guide Reviews, Fall 2002.

J YOU  Young, James.  A Million chameleons.  Little, Brown & Co., 1990.


A million chameleons visit the zoo, climb a tree, and ride a merry-go-round, changing color as they go.


Reviews:  Horn Book Guide Reviews, 1991; Kirkus Reviews, November 1990; Publishers Weekly Reviews, September 1990; School Library Journal, February 1991.

J WAT  Watt, Melanie.  Leon the Chameleon.  Kids Can Press, 2001.


Leon is different from the other chameleons—when they turn the same color as their environment, Leon turns a complimentary color—but his difference turns out to be a life-saving quality when all the little chameleons lose their way.


Reviews:  Booklist, April 2001; Publishers Weekly Children’s Books, Spring 1996; Horn Book Guide Reviews, Spring 2002; Kirkus Reviews, February 2001; School Library Journal, April 2001.
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As some individual’s learning is better reinforced visually, videos on the life of the chameleon and its natural habitat might be of additional assistance when deciding whether or not to choose a chameleon for a pet.

VIDEO

 VC 639 MAD   Madagascar:  a world apart, 1998, PBS Home Video. 

Madigascar is a world where evolution has taken the familiar and rendered the bizarre.  Split off from Africa since the age of the dinosaurs, Madagascar’s isolation gave rise to countless exotic animals and plants that exist nowhere else on Earth.  The film presents a look at fascinating creatures including chameleons, a fossa, lemurs and much more.

 VC 639 SEE    See how they grow:  tree animals.  1995, Sony Wonder.

Watch the baby chameleon, stick insect, fruit bat, and buzzard take to the trees to clim, crawl and fly their way into young adulthood.
VC 639 CAM  Camouflage, cuttlefish, and chameleons changing color.  1994, Lost 


Kitty Production/National Geographic Society.


When Bobby and Sunny lose the twiggy-looking walking stick in the forest, Uncle Balzac de Chameleon explains that the insect is hard to find because he is naturally camouflaged and blends in with his surroundings.  This leads to a fascinating look at nature’s many camouflaged animals.  
VC 639 CHO  Chomping on bugs, swimming sea slugs, and stuff that makes animals 


Special.  1994.  Lost Kitty Productions/National Geographic Society.


With the help of Uncle Balzac de Chameleon, Sunny and Bobby learn about the special traits of chameleons, turtles cheetahs, zebras and more.

VC 639 DIN  Dinner for two.  1997, National Film Board of Canada.


Peace in the rain forest is disrupted when two chameleons get “stuck” in a conflict.  As they battle over “territory,” the two small animals realize that their conflict affects not just them, but their whole environment.

VC 639 TRE Tree animals.  1996, Sony Wonder.


Watch the baby chameleon, stick insect, fruit bat, and buzzard take to the trees to climb, crawl and fly their way into young adulthood.

VC 639 SEE  See how tree animals grow.  1996, Sony Wonder.


Watch how chameleons, stick insects, fruit bats and buzzards grow.  The animals, themselves, share their adventures as you learn about the fascinating world of life in the trees.
SOUND RECORDINGS

J AUD 591 HUR    Hurwitz, Johanna.  Much ado about Aldo.  1979, Morrow.  Read by 


John Stratton.  (cassette)

A boy who loves animals faces a conflict when the insect eating chameleons in his classroom’s terrariums begin to prey on the crickets of which he is very fond.

TP 639.3 SCH  Schnieper, Claudia.  Chameleons.  1993, American Printing House for

the Blind.  (cassette)

Discusses the physical characteristics, behavior and life cycle of the lizard known for its ability to change its color.

TP FIC  RYD  Ryder, Joanne.  Lizard in the sun.  1992, Sundance Audio.  (cassette)

A child is transformed into a tiny lizard for a day and discovers what it is like to change colors in a sunny, leafy world.  (includes book)

TP 639 REP  Reptiles and how they grow.  1986, National Geographic Society.


(cassette)


Describes physical characteristics, the hatching process, growth, behavior and feeding habits of snakes, alligators, turtles, and chameleons.  (includes book)
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The following websites are provided to give the user of this pathfinder practical information on the different species of chameleons, their habitat, care and breeding.  Because captivity can cause the chameleon stress and endanger its life, it is important for potential owners to be aware of how captivity can affect the chameleon.
http://magma.nationalgeographic.com/ngexplorer/0210/articles/mainarticle.html
This National Geographic Explorer Classroom Magazine, online edition, site, in addition to explaining how and why chameleons change colors, provides glossary words and links to a chameleon game, the chameleon information network, and the robot zoo: chameleon (where animated robot chameleons can be viewed.)

http://www.skypoint.com/members/mikefry/wildcaughthealth.html
This “Assessing the health of wild caught chameleons” site gives information on assessing the health of wild-caught chameleons and contains advice on caring for wild-caught chameleons.

http://animalark.eapps.com/animal/CIN/ContentMgmt.nsf/Home/$first?OpenDocument
This site sponsored by the Chameleon Information Network provides information on purchasing a chameleon, housing a chameleon, watering, nutrition and signs of trouble connected with having a pet chameleon.   
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http://www.arav.org/
This is the site of the Association of Reptilian and Amphibian Veterinarians and contains links to other related reptilian sites.

http://www.chameleonsonline.com/
This Chameleons Online site contains many parts concerning chameleon care:  quick tips, enclosures, feeding, watering, interaction, cage cleaning, illness, species information, finding a vet, finding a dealer, helpful books, message board, chat room and a links section.

http://www.exoticpetsvet.com/chameleons.html
This is one page from the Exotic Pets Vet website and provides a brief introduction to chameleon care as written by Jack Landess, D.V.M.

http://www.geocities.com/ccicenter/
CCIC is the Chameleon Care & Information Center.  While it is a commercial site, it contains numerous sections containing information on things to consider before and after purchasing a chameleon for a pet.

http://www.geocities.com/chamjacksonii/home.html
This site, Jackson’s Chameleon Information,  contains in-depth information on the Jackson’s Chameleon and was a Golden Wed Awards winner, 2001-2002.  It also has a slide show presentation of many of the chameleon species.
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http://www.zoorainforest.co.nz/frame_chameleon.html
Another site, Chameleon, about Jackson’s Chameleon.  It is sponsored by McDonald’s New Zealand and is an Auckland Zoo Education Service.  It offers educational information about the New Zealand Rainforests and the animals found there.
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http://chameleonsinkenya.tripod.com/
The Chameleons of Kenya is an excellent site about the chameleons of Kenya.  It contains the following pages:  Chameleons (description), Diary, adaptations, lifecycle, changing colors, Jackson chameleon and a gallery of pictures.
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http://www.pbs.org/edens/madagascar/creature3.htm
This site Madagascar; a world apart, is dedicated to the chameleons of Madagascar.  The author is Christopher J. Raxworthy, curator of Herpetology at Kansas University Museum of Natural History.  59 species found on Madagascar live nowhere else.
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http://ridgwaydb.mobot.org/mobot/madagascar/biographies.asp?order=25&subdivision=chamel
Madagascar: biodiversity and conservation is another site on the chameleons of Madagascar (there are 59 species).  This site containing beautiful photographs which may help a prospective chameleon owner in his/her selection.
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http://www.chameleonjournals.com/
 Chameleon Journals.com  is a site for keepers and breeders of old world chameleons with information about chameleon captivity and husbandry.

http://www.geocities.com/Petsburgh/9694/
This site titled “Chameleon Crazy” has pages about chameleons with general information about newborn care, diseases, nutrition, breeding, common names.

http://www.kingsnake.com/rockymountain/RMHPages/RMHveiled.htm
The Veiled Chameleons site provides the content of an article about the Veiled Chameleon that appeared in the July 1997 issue of Reptiles Magazine giving information on things to consider before purchasing a veiled chameleon.
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http://www.calumma.com/
The Chameleon Breeders: Kammerflage Kreations site is one posted by a family who had their pet chameleon stolen and contains numerous pictures of “Valentino.”  It is really a store where you can purchase chameleons, but, also contains information about the care of chameleons.

http://magma.nationalgeographic.com/ngexplorer/0210/games/
While this is part of the National Geographic Explorer site, I thought it worthy of its own access as it is a game site.  In addition to a chameleon game (played by answering questions about chameleons) there are games called  “Chimp Champ,” “Road trip!” and “Pony Auction.”  The chameleon game would help assess one’s knowledge of chameleons.
In today’s technology laden world, many young people are more attracted to using a computer than in reading books.  Databases and electronic resources could be the place they would prefer to search first for information on chameleons.
DATABASES, E-PERIODICAL & REFERENCE RESOURCES
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CD 639.3 GEC  Geckos & Chameleons, Volume one.  Ace CD Publishing, Inc., 


Northridge, Cal., 1996

Complete Gecko and Chameleon CD-Atlas and buyer’s guide.  170+ full-color images (not printable) and captive care sheets (printable) covering the care, feeding, habitat, humidity, water and nutritional requirements.  Very easy to use.  Searching “Jackson’s Chameleon”  I found its scientific name is Chamaeleo jacksoni.  It is from East Africa, but was introduced into Hawaii.  A tree dweller of the tropical rain forest, when in captivity, adults require a 2’ x 2’ x 3’ enclosure.  Usually tame, frequent handling will stress it.  It likes to climb on branches, logs and plants.  Needs full lighting 12-14 hours per day.  Day temperature should be between 75 and 82 degrees and night temperature should be 62-68 degrees.  Requires moderate to high level of humidity.  Should be misted every 3-4 days and needs a constantly dripping water supply.  Eats a variety of larger worms and crickets.  Food should be dusted with calcium and vitamins.
[image: image16.png]



CD 639 FIS  Fishes, Reptiles and Amphibians.  MegaSystems, 2000.

This CD-ROM does not go into fine detail on different species, but it does give a good overview of  these animals and is very easy to use.  Searching first in “reptiles”  I located “lizards.”  Clicking on “lizards,” gives a general overview of lizards with different types of “lizards” in hypertext.  Clicking on “chameleons” gives a picture and a brief discussion of chameleons with a picture.  You can print the picture with the following options:  print picture, copy picture as a DIB to clipboard or copy picture as BMP to clipboard.  In the “lizard” section you can view a picture showing the anatomy of a lizard which can also be printed.
Interactive software can be a great substitute for a “real life” experience.  Users can experience chameleons before they actually make the decision to purchase and maintain one.

Interactive Instructional Software

CD 639 ANI  Animal adventure:  amphibians & reptiles.  Fogware Publishing, 2002.


While not entirely dedicated to chameleons, this CD-ROM is an excellent general reptile and amphibian resource.  It contains a narrative slide show in addition to permitting the user to maneuver through the program by “clicking” on icons and words.  It contains a dictionary for proper pronunciation a definitions of terms.  You can enlarge pictures and print pictures.  The print/save/copy options are:  copy to clipboard, save to file, and print to printer.  There is a question and answer section with the correct answers highlighted and a review button that will permit the user to go to the section which covers the question.   This would be an excellent classroom aid except that the CD says it is not licensed for use in schools, colleges or public libraries.  Parents could work with a child or the child could use this product alone.

CD 613.3 MAG  The Magic School Bus explores the rainforest.  Scholastic, 2001.

A fun and informational CD-ROM for young children.  Ms. Frizzle takes her class on a bus trip to the rainforest where they investigate the animals and plants they encounter there (and play a few “games” along the way).  This would be a good resource for introducing the topics of rainforests and reptiles to younger children and could start them on a search for more information.
CD 574.5 ZOO  Zoo guides:  reptiles.  REMedia, Inc., San Diego, CA, 1994.

This ZooGuide covers the reptiles.  It contains animations, narrations, sound effects, 200_ color illustrations, 40 minutes of video and a full index.  Sections include an introduction to reptiles, their life cycle, their body plan, ecology, reptile groups and information on hundreds of reptile species.  It also contains quizzes, which would enable the user to check their understanding of what they have read, heard, seen.  It is then possible to replay and reinforce what they have experienced.  Because it contains animations, video, sound effects and narrations, this CD-ROM could be used by readers and nonreaders, alike.  Parents/teachers could use this resource with their students/children.

CONCLUSION

Now that you have explored the resources on chameleons that the library has to offer, you should be ready to make an informed decision.  If the chameleon the pet for you, you should be ready to provide it with a healthy and safe home.
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	YOU SEARCHED: Keyword Relevance Search = zoo guides reptiles CD-ROM
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