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Arts, Culture & Diplomacy, and the Language & Travel of France for Teens and Teachers

Bonjour, mes amis!  Welcome to the exciting world of France! This pathfinder will assist in helping answer questions about Van Gogh and Gauguin in Arles to finding le mot juste (the right word) to say in a favorite French city.  Bon chance! 

The Arts -- Van Gogh and Gauguin

Books

Lust for Life by Irving Stone, Plume, 1989, ISBN: 0452262496.

This is a great work of historical fiction about the turbulent life of Vincent Van Gogh.  Stone writes this book in such a way that one would think it was non-fiction.  This would be great for fun reading or for class discussion.  This book is available on http://www.amazon.com.
Van Gogh and Gaugin: Electric Arguments and Utopian Dreams by Bradley Collins, Westview Press, 2001, ISBN: 0-8133-3595-7.

This book contains illustrations, a preface, details on the journey of Van Gogh and Gauguin and a chronology of their lives, notes, bibliography, and a detailed index.  This book is important and academic on this topic, advisable for a research topic rather than light reading.  Accessed through the St. Joseph county Public Library in South Bend, Indiana (http://www.sjcpl.lib.in.us).
Vincent Van Gogh: Portrait of an Artist by Jan Greenberg and Sandra Jordan, Delacorte Press, 2001, ISBN: 0-385-90005-8.

A bright red book cover with a large title and a portrait of Van Gogh sans ear will appeal to readers.  The authors include a map of France, both black-and-white and color photographs and paintings.  The font is large, pleasing, and easy to read.  This book contains enough information about Van Gogh’s life to include in a report and light enough to enjoy reading.  Accessed through http://www.sjcpl.lib.in.us.

Video

Biography - Vincent Van Gogh: A Stroke of Genius 

A&E Entertainment, c1998, ASIN: 0767007298. 
This movie is accessible on http:// www.amazon.com.  A&E Entertainment is a reputable company.  This video would be a good supplement for a report or shown in class as part of an assignment. 
Lust for Life. 

Culver City, Calif.: MGM/UA Home Video, c1989.  ASIN: 6301971191.

This 1956 film is based on the life of Vincent Van Gogh and according to Innovative, “based on the novel by Irving Stone”.  Starring Kirk Douglas, Anthony Quinn, James Donald, and Pamela Brown.  This would be a great supplement to the book.  

Websites

Art Institute of Chicago 

http://www.artic.edu/aic
Here one will find information, collections, and more! Gauguin and Van Gogh information is found on this website. This is a valuable website for those who wish to visit the museum, and to expand knowledge on French artists.  This website was accessed through http://www.sjcpl.lib.in.us.
Louvre Museum, Paris


http://www.louvre.fr/louvrea.htm
Available in several languages, this site provides a history of the Louvre and a virtual tour, collections, activities, and information. Accessed through http://www.sjcpl.lib.in.us.

Van Gogh and Gauguin: The Studio of the South

http://www.artic.edu/aic/exhibitions/vangogh/origins.html
This website is part of the Art Institute of Chicago website.  It includes sections on origins, Paris, Arles, the Studio of the South, and After Arles.

Van Gogh Museum: Amsterdam, the Netherlands

http://www.vangoghmuseum.nl
This website was found through Google (http://www.google.com).  According to this website, the “museum contains the largest collection of paintings by Vincent Van Gogh in the world.”  There are related websites linked to this one. 

Van Gogh Museum Products

http://www.vangoghmuseumshop.com
John Leighton, Director of the Van Gogh Museum in Amsterdam, states that “this is the official store for the Van Gogh Museum in Amsterdam, the Netherlands.”  This is a fun website to look at, shop for, and/or purchase Van Gogh-related merchandise. 

Metropolitan Museum of Art

http://www.metmuseum.org/search
This is the New York museum’s website.  The URL to this museum was listed in a book:

Greenberg, Jan and Sandra Jordan. Vincent van Gogh: Portrait of an Artist.  Delacorte Press, 2001. This museum was searched through Google (http://www.google.com) and found this website. Type in “Van Gogh and Gaugin” in the search engine and find a listing of places to go: online collection, explore and learn section, the Met store, the online calendar, and others. 

Culture & Diplomacy

Books

French Toast: An American in Paris Celebrates the Maddening Mysteries of the French by Harriet Welty Rochefort, St. Martin’s Press, January 1999, ISBN: 0312199783.

“Fortunately, for those unacquainted with the finer points of French etiquette, Rochefort’s book bridges the culture gap admirably”.  Library Journal accessed through http://www.amazon.com.  This would be a good refresher for students and teachers living in or travelling to France. 

Savoir-Flair: 211 Tips for Enjoying France and the French by Polly Platt and Andre Grchich, Distribooks Intl., June 2000, ISBN: 0964668416.

 According to several reviews, this book is considered a light-hearted and entertaining book about how to survive on one’s journey in France.  This is a great and lively source for students who intend to travel to France.  Accessed on http://www.amazon.com.
Simple Guide to France: Customs & Etiquette by Danielle Robinson, Global Books, 3rd Edition, 2001, ISBN: 18603407687.

This tiny book (96 pages) provides a wealth of information ranging from “Getting to Know France” to “Facts about France”.  Hot Tips are included for etiquette survival.  The book jacket states that this book will help you “empower yourself through understanding cultural differences.”  This source was accessed through Innovative and located at the Mishawaka-Penn-Harris Public Library (http://www.mppl.lib.in.us).

Websites

Alliance Francaise USA

http://www.afusa.com
The website states that “the Alliance Francaise is a non-profit cultural and educational organization, a worldwide network which has exposed thousands to French culture, civilization, and language. The Alliance Francaise was founded in 1883 in Paris.”  This organization offers programs, alliances in Paris and the USA, FAQ’s, a virtual library, links, News from the Federation, Courses in Paris, and Sponsors. This site also links to http://www.frenchculture.org.

Embassy of France
http://www.info-france-usa.org/franceus/culture.asp
The purpose of this website is to promote French culture.  There are buttons to find the following subjects: publications, France A-Z, French-American Relations, News, France in the U.S., Visiting France and more! This site has links to http://www.frenchculture.org and Alliances Francaises in the United States.

France.com
http://www.france.com
This is considered “the definitive guide”. Select by region, culture, business, shopping, and more.  This is a good starting point for research.  Accessed through The Teacher Tap (http://www.eduscapes.com/tap/taplang.html).
French Culture

http://www.frenchculture.org/education/index.html
This is the culture services of the French Embassy in the United States, based in New York City.  This site contains information concerning French culture: Art, Books, Cinema, Education, Music, People, Performing Arts, TV, and Radio.  This site has its own search engine.  Under Education, the website states that “regardless of the current differences in the conduct of foreign policy in the two countries, the American people is considered in France with great friendship and respect.”

France-diplomatie
http://www.france.diplomatie.fr/index/averto.gb.html
This is a great website for students and teachers studying diplomacy and foreign policy.  The website includes “number of site events, official foreign policy statements, links to other sites, a profile of France, Translations, Write to the French Foreign ministry, and Site Architecture and Management”.  This website is found from the links from Alliance Francaise USA. 

Language and Travel
Videos
France: Paris, Normandy and Brittany / a co-production of Small World Productions, Inc., 

Chicago, IL: Questar, 1997, ASIN: 1568551746

According to the summary in Innovative, this is “a video tour of France that includes popular sights in Paris, such as the Left Bank, the nightlife of Montmartre, and prominent Parisian museums, as well as tours of the Normandy coast and a visit to a castle in Brittany”.  This is available on http:// www.amazon.com and at the Mishawaka Public Library (http://www.mppl.lib.in.us).
Travel the World. France: Paris Daytrips, Alsace & Champagne by Small World Productions, Inc.,
Chicago, IL: Questar, 1997, ASIN: 1568553374 

This would be a fun video to see if one is planning on travelling to France as a foreign exchange student or for a class trip.  Available on http://www.amazon.com.

Websites

Fluent French

http://www.signiform.com/french
Authored by Erik T. Mueller, this website provides the basics of spoken French and valuable information about the differences between spoken and written French.  Accessed through The Teacher Tap 

(http://www.eduscapes.com/tap/taplang.html), this website is cited as a “resource for young adults.”  

French Language Course

http://www.jump-gate.com/languages/french/
Jacques Leon, the instructor, advises that this course is great for studying and writing but not necessarily for conversation.  This website is accessed through The TeacherTap (http://www.eduscapes.com/tap/taplang.html).
Google in French

http://www.google.com

Click on Google and choose “Search Specific Language”.  This is a good way to practice reading in French.  Accessed through The Teacher Tap (http://www.eduscapes.com/tap/taplang.html).

Le Web in French

http://www.urec.cnrs.fr/annuaire
This is a place to search for places by regions in French!  The website is in French.  Great for advanced students. This “French Language Web Starting Point” is accessed through The Teacher Tap (http://www.eduscapes.com/tap/taplang.html).

Paris Digest

http://www.parisdigest.com
According to the website, this is considered “The Paris Internet City Guide and Portal.”  This site is a guide to the places around Paris and is excellent for students interested in and/or intending on travelling to Paris.  Accessed through The Teacher Tap(http://www.eduscapes.com/tap/taplang.html).
Paris Guide

http://www.smartweb.fr/
This is another “everything one needs to know about Paris” website.   Information on places to go, to sleep, to eat, leisure, services, and news are available on this website. Accessed through The Teacher Tap (http://www.eduscapes.com/tap/taplang.html).

Teachers

American Association of Teachers of French:

http://www.frenchteachers.org
This is a great site for teachers!  Information on this website includes About AATF, Membership, Professional Opportunities, Journals, and more!  This website is a link from Alliance Francaise USA.

American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages Home Page

http://www.actfl.org/body.cfm
This is a general website that French teachers can access.  There is information about ACTFL.org, membership, special interest groups, awards, and scholarships & grants.  This website was accessed through The Teacher Tap (http://www.eduscapes.com/tap/taplang.html).

FACSEA: Society for French Cultural Services and Educational Aid

http://www.facsea.org/
According to the website, “FACSEA is a non-profit organization with a mandate to promote French culture in American schools, colleges, universities, and cultural institutions.  Housed by the French Embassy in New York and overseen by a Board of Trustees, FACSEA serves a network of over 7,000 patrons, mostly French teachers”.  According to Alliance Francaise USA, this website also includes French films.  This site links to http://www.frenchculture.org and Alliance Francaise USA. 
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This pathfinder is designed for a public library for everyone to peruse, but the scope is educational and designed for young adults and French teachers.  Under normal circumstances I would not dare lump a teen and teacher pathfinder together, but most information on this topic is useful and applicable not only to young adults interested in French culture, but for French teachers in public and private schools.    This pathfinder would ideally be linked in three places on the St. Joseph County Public Library website: 

1) under Pathfinders on the staff intranet;

2) under Parents & Teachers on Kid’s Place;
3) under Teens in the Magazines, Newspapers, and Fiction section.  

The URL for the St. Joseph County Public Library is as follows: http://www.sjcpl.lib.in.us or http://www.sjcpl.org.

In order to avoid recommending materials (books and videos) in a vacuum, there are certain criteria I have utilized for this project to be meaningful and useful:

1) The materials are available to be ordered on Amazon.com.  Otherwise, why bother listing it? 

2) The materials have been ordered in a library system.  For this exercise, it is the equivalent of a review in a journal -- a library professional/para-professional purchased the material for the library, it must have received good reviews.

3) Appropriateness to the topic and the audience (which is teens and teachers).

Technology, particularly websites, is an integral part of this pathfinder because information on the Internet is more up-to-date, providing the most current and accurate information.  However, it is important to ensure that the website is appropriate and educational. There are so many out there and virtually anyone (pardon the pun) can post on the web.

Therefore, I have listed current criteria for inclusion of a website:  

1) The website should be linked to an educational page (Teacher Tap).

2) The website should be linked to a library page (www.sjcpl.lib.in.us).

3) The website should be linked from a museum site.

4) The website can be linked from Google, but evaluated cautiously.

In the pathfinder, Art is narrowly focused on Van Gogh and Gauguin, and includes museums.  Culture and Diplomacy are placed together, and Language and Travel are placed together.  Teachers have their own separate section.  With the exception of the Teacher section, the entire website should appeal to (and is appropriate for) young adults. 

I did not include audiocassettes because in French classes and in the library they are readily available.  I also included videocassettes and not DVD’s for two reasons: 1) not everyone has a DVD player but most people (and schools) do have a VCR; and 2) many of the videocassettes are not yet available in DVD.  

The French graphic on the top of the pathfinder is from an Images search using Google. The pathfinder is created using two fonts: Times New Roman and French Script MT. 

