Middle Ages Pathfinder          [image: image1.wmf]
Introduction:  The Middle Ages, a period in history between the 5th and 15th centuries, is of significant interest as it identifies the years between ancient and modern times in Western Europe.  The fall of the Roman Empire, which lasted for several hundred years, marked the beginning of this period.  It is also called the Dark Ages as it brought about the end of Greek and Roman culture and the beginning of Feudalism.  Germanic tribes moved in and began a new way of life; living from the land, hunting and crude farming, barbaric and fierce warriors, battling with spears, clubs.  Medieval life was influenced by the Germanic people with the practices of ancient Rome and Greece.  Some accepted Christianity and the church became the binding force in Europe during this feudal period.  This period came to an end when Renaissance movement began.  

The pathfinder is intended for students in grades 6, 7 and 8.  The topic is a part of the Indiana State Standards for World History:  

Social Studies: World History and Civilization: Standard 5
Medieval Europe and the Rise of Western Civilization: 500 to 1500
	Students will examine the political, economic, social, and cultural development of Europe, which influenced the rise of Western Civilization from 500 to 1500.


	


The materials in this pathfinder were selected through a Google search, Titlewave by Follett, Amazon.com, Social Studies.com, Education Planet, Kathy Schrock’s Site, Eduscapes.com and others.  I wanted to provide an extensive variety of materials from books, music, videos, DVDs, websites and reference databases to give students and teachers many choices for exploring this topic.  The sources were chosen on the basis of quality, relevance, ease of use and variety.  
Websites
History Channel’s 75 Middle Ages Topics                           [image: image2.jpg]



WWW.SIRCLISTO.COM  This is Sir Clisto Severwood’s tomb of adventure and knowledge.  This presentation provides links to the History Channel’s 75 Middle Ages topics.  If you don’t find what you need, a search box is provided through the Argo Medieval search engine.  Great graphics, sound, and sources! 

Advancing Excellent Teaching in American Schools:  What was it Like to Live in The Middle Ages?

http://www.learner.org/exhibits/middleages/feudal.html  This site asks “What was it like to live in the Middle Ages?’  It has links to:  Feudal Life, Religion, Home, Clothing, Health, Arts and Entertainment, Townlife,  and related resources. This site is sponsored by Advancing Excellent Teaching in American Schools uses media and telecommunications to advance excellent teaching in American schools.  An excellent site with a great variety of resources!
School Site Created by Mrs. Sunda’s 4th and 5th Grade Gifted Class
http://www.kyrene.k12.az.us/schools/brisas/sunda/ma/mahome.htm  This is a site created by a 4th and 5th grade gifted class on Life in the Middle Ages.  Several good links to Becoming a Knight, Castle, Cathedrals and many others.  

EMuseum Middle Ages Site
http://emuseum.mnsu.edu/history/middleages/  This is an interactive site sponsored by the emuseum.  Excellent graphics and links to information about the middle ages.  [image: image3.jpg]



Scott Rees Design Middle Ages Site
http://radiantworks.com/middleages/  This site was developed by a home schooled student who has a keen interest in the middle ages.  Topics include:    Feudal System The  Royal Court  Manor Life in the towns Barons Medieval soldiers Peasants Bibliography  Other History Sites  Great sites for research!
The Middle Ages: Twelve Activities Take Students Back in Time! 

http://www.education-world.com/a_lesson/lesson156.shtml
Learn how a unit on the Middle Ages inspired great writing among fourth and fifth graders in Chandler, Arizona. Included: 12 great activities for teaching about the Middle Ages.
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Mr. Dowling’s Electronic Passport to the Middle Ages

http://www.mrdowling.com/703middleages.html
Between Ancient and Modern  |  Feudalism |  Primogeniture


 HYPERLINK "http://www.mrdowling.com/703-christendom.html" Christendom   |  The Huns  |  The Barbarians  |  The Byzantine Empire
The Moors  |  The Franks and Charlemagne  |  The Vikings
The Normans  |  The Bubonic Plague  A teacher’s site on the Middle Ages.  Lots of text with some pictures.  A good site for information about the topics listed above.

Art of the Middle Ages  

http://witcombe.sbc.edu/ARTHmedieval.html
Chris WitcombeThese pages are maintained by , Professor of Art History at Sweet Briar College, Virginia.  A good source for viewing art of the Middle Ages.
Middle Ages Pathfinder

http://www.hudson.edu/media/hmspath/middleages.html  This site from Hudson Middle School has links to site, books and resources about the Middle Ages. 
Castles-of-Britain Medieval English Towns Medieval-Life The Middle Ages Life in the Middle Ages Tales of the Middle Ages Minnesota State U.eMuseum Camelot Village  Well organized and easy to navigate!
Castles on theWeb 
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http://www.castlesontheweb.com/  This site is meant to organize and offer to the world all the sites that offer information about castles.  A search box allows you to search for information or with one click you can ask a question.  A great site for those who love castles!
Iter:  Gateway to Middle Ages and Renaissance

Their guest database provides access to a PBS Nova site:
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/lostempires/trebuchet/
Secrets of Lost Empires II -- Medieval Siege:

Web Site Overview:   
*Medieval Arms Race The trebuchet was only the most frightening of the weapons early European warriors employed in siege warfare. They also relied on battering rams, siege towers, tunnels - anything to gain access to a castle. Defenders, meanwhile, had a few tricks of their own.

*NOVA Builds a Trebuchet:

Step through this series of photographs to learn about how NOVA and a team of master builders from England, Germany, France, and the United States tried to reconstruct one of the most destructive of medieval weapons: a giant trebuchet. 

* Life in a Castle:

What would it be like to live in a medieval castle? Read this interview with British military historian Richard Holmes to find out about its cleanliness, sleeping arrangements, the role of women, and more. (Grades 6-8, 9-12) 

* Destroy the Castle (Hot Science):

Build your own online trebuchet, taking into consideration such factors as missile weight, sling length, and counterweight design, and see if your invention can crush a castle wall. (Shockwave plug-in required.) (Grades 6-8, 9-12) 

Plus: 

* Resources

* Teacher's Guide:

In this activity, students design and build a working model of a trebuchet to demonstrate the power of a Class 1 lever. (Grades 6-8) 
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Videos
Medieval times video recording : castles and cathedrals: life in the middle ages: 1000-1450 A.D. 
 written, produced and directed by Joseph Sitko ; Chariot Productions.

Publisher:  United Learning, Niles, Ill. : c1992.

Description

1 videocassette (32 min.) : sd., col. ; 1/2 in. + 1 guide + 5 blackline masters.

Classifications Nonfiction 

ReviewsBooklist

Notes

An assessment of how feudalism, class, and religion interacted in the medieval era. Footage of castles in Wales adds verisimilitude. VHS.

 MEDIEVAL TIMES: 1000-1450 
Media: video, Grade: 3-8 Shot at Chepstow, Tintern Abbey, and other locations in South Wales, this colorful introduction to the Middle Ages uses vivid reenactments with costumed actors, period artwork, and clear narration to show feudalism and re-create castle, monastery, village, and farm life. Part 1 explains the medieval social order, castles, and knights. Part 2 looks at religion, serfs, and the end of the Middle Ages. Includes five reproducible activity sheets. Grades 6-8. Color. 31 minutes. United Learning. ©1992.    Available at Scholastic.com

CATHEDRALS: The Glory of the Middle Ages 

Media: video, Grade: 3-8 Floor plans, a 3-D model, and a tour of Chartres, Bourges, and Notre Dame identify the architectural elements of a typical [image: image7.wmf]cathedral. Apse, nave, transept, ambulatory, arches, columns, capitals, sculptures, gargoyles, stained glass windows, and flying buttresses are shown as a narrator explains the purpose of each. The pointed Gothic style is plainly distinguished from the rounded Romanesque. Finally, a demonstration shows how, by cutting and folding heavy paper, students can build an elaborately detailed model cathedral (sharp craft knife required). Grades 4-8. Color. 16 minutes. Double Diamond. ©1993. Buy it now at Socialstudies.com

THE MIDDLE AGES  

Media: video, Grade: 6-12 Enlivened and made germane through visits to castles, cathedrals, and battlegrounds; well-performed dramatizations; and close-up views of historical artifacts, this series offers a wealth of opportunities for follow-up discussion, and is an ideal adjunct to text study of the 13th and 14th centuries. The Peasants' Revolt. Dramatizes the plight of a young peasant couple to unravel the story behind the events surrounding the 1381 meeting between King Richard II and Wat Tyler. The Castle. An architectural tour through English history exploring what life was like in a castle and the role of castles in military strategy. The Church. Describes the significance of the church in medieval life, including its involvement in education, medicine, and help for the poor. Medieval views of the pilgrimage are explained. The Town. Examines the nature of town life, from its development to the organization of merchant guilds. The Traders. Follows the patterns of European trade, emphasizing the financial importance of wool in commerce. Grades 6-12. Color. 20 minutes each. BBC. Buy it now at Socialstudies.com

 STAINED GLASS: The Glory of the Middle Ages   

[image: image8.wmf]Media: video, Grade: 3-8 This was an art meant to encourage piety, to tell stories, and to teach. Visiting Chartres, Notre Dame, Prague, and other cathedrals, this involving program explains why and how stained glass masterpieces were created in the Middle Ages. Viewers see the steps involved in planning, cutting, and installing the windows. Graphics and close-up photography show the process of fusing, shaping, and coloring glass in a modern studio. The final segment suggests "stained glass" crafts using tracing paper, crayons, india ink, or cellophane. Grades 4-8. Color. 15 minutes. Double Diamond. ©1993. Buy it now at Socialstudies.com

Images

Images of the Middle Ages

[image: image9.wmf]http://images.google.com/images?q=Middle+Ages&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&hl=en&btnG=Google+Search  This site provides many good images of the middle ages which can be enlarged.  Great accents for reports and study of this time period.  
Books
[image: image10.wmf]
The Midwife’s Apprentice /  by Karen Cushman  
Clarion Books, New York, 1995.  Newbery Medal, 1996 In medieval England, a nameless, homeless girl is taken in by a sharp-tempered midwife, and in spite of obstacles and hardship, eventually gains the three things she most wants: a full belly, a contented heart, and a place in this world. 
School Library Journal, May 1995  
Gr 6-9--With simplicity, wit, and humor, Cushman presents another tale of medieval England. Here readers follow the satisfying, literal and figurative journey of a homeless, nameless child called Brat, who might be 12 or 13--no one really knows. She wandered about in her early years, seeking food and any kind of refuge and, like many outsiders, gained a certain kind of wisdom about people and their ways. Characters are sketched briefly but with telling, witty detail, and the very scents and sounds of the land and people's occupations fill each page as Alyce comes of age and heart. Earthy humor, the foibles of humans both high and low, and a fascinating mix of superstition and genuinely helpful herbal remedies attached to childbirth make this a truly delightful introduction to a world seldom seen in children's literature.--Sara Miller, Rye County Day School, NY
The Duke and the Peasant : Life in the Middle Ages : The Calendar Pictures in the Duc de Berry's Tres Riches heures / by Wendy Beckett.
[image: image11.wmf]Prestel, New York, 1997.  A detailed account in text and illustrations of the lives of peasants and nobles through the changing seasons as found in the calendar pictures from the book of hours owned by Duc de Berry, a fourteenth-century French nobleman.
School Library Journal, October 1997  
Gr 5 Up--It's a delight to see the 12 calendar pages from the most beautiful Book of Hours of the late medieval period reproduced as full-page pictures in this slim volume. In each of the meticulously rendered scenes of castles, courtiers, and well-tilled fields there are a multitude of authentic details about the Middle Ages.
Knights and Castles / by Avery Hart and Paul Mantell 
50 Hands-on Activities to Experience the Middle Ages - Media: paperback, Grade: K-5. Students embark on a magical journey through a dark time as they meet common folk and kings from 500 AD to 1400 AD. Delightfully illustrated [image: image12.wmf]stories, sidebars, think-about-it questions, and medieval lore light up that distant world of alls (peasants, priests, knights, rulers), which is linked to modern life through intriguing then-and-now sections. Projects include crafting dioramas to show the four alls, baking rose petal bread, building castles and catapults, playing games, writing ballads, putting on plays, designing coats of arms, and making a knight's helmet and sword. Grades 1-6. Web sites. Bibliography. Index. 10" x 10". Williamson. 96 pages.
Ingram
Dozens of games and celebrations invite kids to investigate the Middle Ages, while through descriptions of food, clothing and more, they can become part of a mythical time of castles and kings, cathedrals and conquests.
Life during the Middle Ages / by Earl Rice Jr.
Lucent Books, San Diego 1998.  Describes country and city life during the Middle Ages including such aspects as social order, religion, family life, agriculture, money and trade, war, pestilence, education, and architecture and other arts.
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School Library Journal, August 1998  
Gr 7 Up-Although the term Middle Ages is sometimes used interchangeably with the Dark Ages, the period from 500 to 1500, according to Rice, saw the forging of a new culture nestled between the ancient classical cultures and modern Europe. It was also the time of the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse--famine, pestilence, war, and death--which took an enormous toll on society. The author's discussion of the Four Horsemen is well detailed and insightful, especially the section on the Black Death. Rice also illustrates how the arts and sciences became the foundation of modern thought and practice. The text is broken up by clear black-and-white illustrations and informative maps that place the Middle Ages, its people, and its events into context. A useful source to begin reports on this topic.-Kristen Oravec, Woodridge Middle School, Peninsula, OH
Other Media

Simulation – Christendom    
[image: image14.wmf]Media: simulation, Grade: 6-12 Players are immersed in the color and pageantry of the Middle Ages in this simulation of European society from 600-1300. In each of eight phases, players learn about different aspects of medieval life, becoming lords and ladies, monks, knights, crusaders, serfs, and craftspeople. For example, students illuminate passages from literature after becoming "brothers" in a monastery and map out a fief and manor after taking an oath of homage. Players: 20-35 students. Time: 10 hours or more. Buy it now at Socialstudies.com

Medieval Realms Picture Pack
Media: chart, Grade: 6-12 Luxuriant images and carefully structured activities make the history of the Middle Ages in Britain accessible. Illustrating political, religious, and daily life, 23 full-color reproductions (on 16 sturdy laminated cards) include scenes—the Norman Conquest, a village feast, the "Black Death," the murder of Thomas Becket—taken from the Bayeux Tapestry, paintings, and illuminated manuscripts. A 47-page teacher's guide contains picture notes and 30 reproducible exercises. 8" x 11" cards. Published in England. John Murray. ©1994. Buy it now at Socialstudies.com
The Seeing Stone Sound Recording / Kevin Crossley-Holland.
[image: image15.wmf]Publisher:  Listening Library, New York : p2001.

Description

6 sound cassettes (ca. 7 hr., 53 min.) : analog, Dolby processed.

Reviews

Booklist 04/01/02

Kliatt starred 01/01/02

School Library Journal 02/01/02
Notes:  Read by Michael Maloney. Arthur's father's friend Merlin gives him a shining piece of obsidian and his life becomes entwined with that of his namesake, the Arthur whose story he sees unfold in the stone.

Databases, E-Periodicals and Reference Resources
Big Chalk Database

[image: image16.wmf]http://www.bigchalk.com/cgibin/WebObjects/WOPortal.woa/homework/middle_school/history/global_timeline/medieval_Europe 
(Please note:  This site was working when I first accessed it, but as of June 2, it’s no longer a free resource.  The site can be accessed at http://www.bigchalk.com 
This is a reference resource that connects you to Big Chalk’s Homework Central Medieval Europe database.  Big Chalk professes to be the world’s best study and research help. The topics included are:  Holy Roman Empire, Christianity, Plague:  The Black Death, and Life and Culture  I searched by Middle Ages, middle school level.
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Marco Polo Database     

http://www.marcopolo-education.org/ Internet content for the classroom.  Provides the highest quality standards based internet content and professional development to K-12 teachers and students.  In this database, I clicked on search Marco Polo and typed in “middle ages”.  The search resulted in the following examples:  Mapping the Past    The Three Stone Ages   The Three Stone Ages 
Music
[image: image18.wmf][image: image19.wmf]
  Music for a Medieval Banquet and    Courts, Kings, and Troubadours; Medieval and Renaissance Music
These 2 musical CDs will enhance your study of the Middle Ages period.  Available from Amazon at:  http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/B00005A3WX/ref=pd_sim_music_2/103-9808544-9630253?v=glance&s=music
DVDs
 Available from the Education Planet at:  http://mentura.com/dvdrentals/educationplanet.html
[image: image20.wmf]
Dazzling color and brilliant animation bring the medieval legend of King Arthur to life in THE SWORD IN THE STONE. With a forest full of charm, spectacle, and wizardry, Disney's classic tale conjures up delightful entertainment for all ages! England is in the midst of a dark age and without a proper king, Young "Wart," an orphan and squire-in-training, is content with kitchen duties in his foster home -- until he drops in on the extraordinary wizard Merlin and his articulate owl, Archimedes. Through three life lessons, Wart learns to set his "sights on the heights," armed with the most powerful forces on earth -- intellect, wisdom, and love. When it's time to contest who will be king, Wart must use his newfound knowledge to do what no mighty knight has done before!

This DVD could be used as a diversion from the formal study of the middle ages with this entertaining story from Disney.  The students could be paired up to do a comparison of Wart’s life before and after his visit to the wizard Merlin using an information organizer from Inspire.  
MARC Record for The Sword in the Stone DVD
010      19691

020      078882175X

245 10 The sword in the stone.

260      Burbank, CA:  Buena Vista Home Entertainment, c1963

300      1 videodisc (79 min.) : sd., cof. ; 4 ¾ in.

440  0  Walt Disney gold classic collection  
500      Title from disc.
            Based on the story of the same title by T.H. White.

            Videodisc release of the 1963 motion picture.

Features include: fully restored and remastered ; “Knight for a day” animated short starring Goofy ; “Brave little tailor” animated short starring Mickey Mouse ;  “Music magic: the Sherman Brothers,” including the deleted song “The magic key” –never before released ; “All about magic,” 1957 TV show hosted by Walt Disney ; The sword in the stone scrapbook-still frame galleries ; film facts-a behind-the-scenes exclusive ; sing-along versions of favorites “Higitus figitus” and “That’s what makes the world go round.” Dolby digital 5.1 surround ; digitally mastered.

546     _a Soundtrack in English, French or Spanish.

           _a Closed-captioned for the hearing impaired.

700  1 White, T.H. (Terence Hanbury), 1906-1964. Sword in the stone.

740  0  Knight for a day
            Brave little tailor.

            All about magic.  
[image: image21.wmf]Book a room with a view to Florence’s greatest monuments and artworks. See San Lorenzo’s library by Michelangelo. Cross the Ponte Vecchio Bridge, which has spanned the Arno River since the Middle Ages. Visit the domed Baptistery, where the visionary poet Dante was baptized. Marvel at the magnificent cupola of the city’s cathedral, the Duomo. Explore the extraordinary Ospedale degli Innocenti hospital and orphanage. Outside Florence, drink in the lush vineyards of Chianti country. Lean toward Pisa, with its tilting tower, and then travel to Siena’s Palazzo Publico, where frescoes by Lorenzetti are the largest non-religious paintings of the Middle Ages. 
This DVD would give students a sense of the architecture of Florence, one of the cities whose origin dates back to the Middle Ages.  Students could work together in teams to and be inspired to create a mural of the Florence landscape in their Art class.  This could be displayed during an open house featuring products created during their study of the Middle Ages.  

[image: image22.wmf]The popes in Rome led the lascivious lives of small-time rulers, indulged in unscrupulous family politics. Following the devastation of the Middle Ages, Rome was rebuilt, showing the world the triumph of the church

This DVD would provide background to the students about the emergence of Christianity and the importance of the church during the Middle Ages and after.  The students could build a timeline showing the development of Christianity.    

Conclusion

This pathfinder was created for use by middle school level students, grades 6-8.  Most resources can be used directly by students as well as being resources for teachers for lesson planning.  A logical conclusion to the exploration of this pathfinder would be some type of presentation by the students, possibly using Power Point.  This pathfinder could be posted on the school website, so students could have home access.  A celebration demonstrating their knowledge of the Middle Ages period could be a part of an open house or school convocation.  
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