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Indiana’s first car, built by Charles Black in 1891

All photos courtesy of and with permission from the ACD Museum Archives

          The historic first automobile trip by Charles Black resulted in another first, the first auto accident.  During his six block drive, he crashed into a surrey, drove into a hotel shop window, and destroyed another shop window a few feet away.  The police suggested he take this dangerous thing back home.

         This pathfinder is designed to help you find sources about the history of the automobile industry in Indiana. A variety of information is available on the Internet and at your local library.  You can also find information about the designs and designers, cities involved, and learn about other educational tools related to automobiles.  This tool was designed for middle school students or high school students, however adults may find this helpful as well.

         Since 1890 there have been 250 different automobiles manufactured in Indiana.  I primarily selected sources about automobiles that played a prominent role in Indiana automotive history.  Sources that dealt with only technical aspects of the automobiles were omitted. I also evaluated the material for degree of difficulty as this is aimed at middle school as well as high school students.

General Advice for Searching

http://www.cruise-in.com/resource/cisbuilt.htm
 This website lists all automobiles manufactured in Indiana by city.  It is an excellent place to start your search.  I found lesser-known vehicles had very little information. But there was information available about them if you  

researched the company that built them.  The people that maintain the above website have put the same information into a small handbook form.

Horvath, Dennis, Horvath, Terri, Cruise IN:A Guide to Indiana’s Automotive Past and Present, Indianapolis, IN, Publishing Resources, 1997.

Websites

http://www.cruise-in.com/resource/cismiles.htm
  This site presents a chronological list of milestones in automotive history in Indiana.

http://co.howard.in.us/johanning/history.html
   At this website you can learn a bit about the history of the very first cars manufactured in Kokomo, Indiana by the Apperson Brothers. Elwood Haynes designed them. Haynes-Apperson car were produced from 1895 to 1902.  The Apperson brothers were descendants of Daniel Boone.  

http://www.indianahistory.org/heritage/ehay.html
   This website gives a brief history of Elwood Haynes.  He is credited with being one of the first to invent and manufacture an internal combustion engine automobile in the U.S.  He lived and worked in Kokomo, IN.

http://www.papasbarn.com/duryea/
  Visiting this website will give you information about the other proclaimed first car in the U.S.  Elwood Haynes refused to acknowledge it as a vehicle; it was a motorized buggy to him.  The earliest models of both cars are on display at the Smithsonian in Washington.  You decide who invented the first automobile or if it came about with the evolution of technology.
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                                                                                                1911 Parry-made in Indianapolis

http://www.omnipages.com/resa/auto.htm
Information is available about little known automobiles such as the Parry pictured above.

http://www.autoswalk.com/stutzbearcat.html
 Harry Stutz, who only had a high school education, designed the Underslung and the better-known Stutz Bearcat.  Read about the man and the cars he developed.  One of his vehicles entered the first Indianapolis 500.

http://www.canadiandriver.com/articles/bv/marmon.htm
 The Marmon automobile was founded in Richmond, IN but later moved to Indianapolis. The Marmon Wasp won the first Indianapolis 500 in 1911.

http://www.indyracing.com/tracks/indy.html
 Our state capital, Indianapolis, was once the national auto capital, making 65 different cars.  It was Detroit’s chief rival.  While Detroit has put America in affordable cars with mass production, Indiana gave us its most fabulous cars. The Indianapolis Motor Speedway was originally designed as a testing track when racing was banned from public roads.  Take a virtual lap of the track!
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This Rollston Victoria Model J Duesenberg cost $20,000 during the depression. No two Model J Duesenbergs were made alike.

http://showcase.netins.net/web/hmdusey/Fred-Augie.html
 One of the most luxurious automobiles ever built was the Duesenberg. This site highlights the life of the two brothers who developed the first Duesenberg and the company’s sale to E.L. Cord.

http://www.geocities.com/MotorCity/Downs/1229/1939.html
 Although the Crosley’s headquarters were in Ohio, Crosley automobiles were manufactured in Indiana from 1939 to 1952.  They were good cars but advanced for their time.  This site describes the history of the Crosley.  Frank Lloyd Wright owned a Crosley, which is on display at the ACD Museum in Auburn, IN.

http://www.kpcnews.net/special-sections/cruising1/cruising4.html
 This untitled site discusses the history of the Imp and the Kiblinger.  Both of these automobiles were built in Auburn, IN.  They were built in the very early 1900’s.

http://studebaker100.com/stu/new_menu.html
 This site contains the history of the Studebaker Company located in South Bend.  It begins with its inception as a wagon building company and takes you through the next 100 years of automobile design and building.

http://www.tocmp.com/pix/early-misc/index.html
  The National, built in Indianapolis, from 1900- 1924 is the subject of this website.  You can also see some very old advertisements for automobiles.

http://www.ggw.org/~cac/SS-Cobras.html
  This website has a very concise history of many Indiana built vehicles and of Carl Fisher, who designed the Parry Automobile.  Information about the Crosley is also discussed.

http://www.cruise-in.com/resource/cisask02.htm
This site highlights the ReVere Automobile manufactured in Logansport.  Its 1926 model possesses the forerunner of today’s power steering.

Automobile Museum Websites

http://www.studebakermuseum.org/museum.htm
The Studebaker Museum is located in South Bend, IN.  It is having some financial trouble.  Hopefully, they will be able to stay open.

http://acdmuseum.org
This site is undergoing some development at this time.  This is the official website of the ACD museum.

http://www.clearlake.com/auburn/acd.htm
This site also provides quite a bit of information about the ACD Museum.

E-Magazines

http://www.prewarcar.com/
  This is a magazine that is a portal for scattered information on automobile history and car makes.  It is not exclusively about Indiana made cars but many are featured in the magazine.  The magazine has information for people wanting to learn about vintage automobiles, auto clubs, auctions, dealers, and restoration.  It also contains rare pictures.

http://www3.nadaguides.com/SectionHome/ClassicCars.asp?UserID=53072125B4BC5&DID=37771&ColorId=&wSec=2&wPg=1184
   You might be interested in the value of cars and some places to view cars for sale. Visit this buyers guide to classic cars and parts for them.

Databases

Master FILE Premier – EBSCOhost- To search this I find it easiest to go to my local library homepage then link to the INSPIRE page.  This gives you the option of picking several databases.

Example: http://search.epnet.com/direct.asp?an=418526&db=f5h
 This article discusses the Stutz Bearcat.

Example:  http://www.prewarcar.com/
 This article reports on current lawsuits filed by General Motors on Avanti Motor Corp.  Allegations on the resemblance of General Motors’ Studebaker Expendable unmanned Vehicle with Avanti’s Hummer H2.

Videos

Evolution of the Automobile and it’s Effect on our Society, Don Marsh and Ron Harris- This film of old cars features information gathered from 35 years of antique car collecting.  It starts with cars with 4 horsepower and goes to those with 350 horsepower.  It also covers the evolution of roads and tires.

ISBN- 0-9721990-0-4

E.L.Cord, His Transportation Empire, PBS Channel 39, WIWA Fort Wayne, IN.   This video uses film footage and photos from the ACD Museum plus interviews with Cord historians that tell about the fantastic career of E.L. Cord.  Available at the ACD Museum gift shop www.acdmuseum.org
Software

Car Builder. This program will appeal to people of all ages.  Users become design engineers and build cars on screen, specifying chassis length, wheelbase, engine type, transmission, fuel tank size, suspension, steering, tires, and brakes.

	Title: 
	Car builder [interactive multimedia] 

	Other title: 
	Stickybear's car builder. 

	Edition: 
	IBM or Macintosh. 

	Publication info: 
	[Hilton Head, S.C.] : Optimum Resource, Inc., 1997. 

	Physical descrip: 
	1 computer optical disc : sd., col. ; 4 3/4 in. + 

	Series Title: 
	(Stickybear software.) 

	Technical details: 
	System requirements for Windows: 486DX2/66MHz or Pentium; SVGA; MB RAM; MSCDEX 2.2 or higher; 2x CD-ROM drive (4x recommended); Windows compatible sound card. 

	Technical details: 
	System requirements for Macintosh: 68040 or PowerPC; System 7.0 or higher; 8 MB RAM; 256 colors; 2x CD-ROM drive 256 colors. 

	General Note: 
	Title and ed. statement from disc surface. Secondary title from carton. 

	General Note: 
	Accompanying material may vary. 

	General Note: 
	Juv. CD-ROM. 

	Subject term: 
	Automobiles--Design and construction--Interactive multimedia. 

	Technical file specs: 
	IBM or MAC. 

	OCLC Number: 
	ocm37537126 


MARC record from Allen County Public Library

Snap-On Gearhead Garage- Users modify and build cars.  If so desired, the user may go to the Internet for more designs and help.  It is fun and educational.

  Made by Activision

  System requirements:

 ( Pentium 166 MHz or faster processor

 (  Microsoft Windows 95 or 98

· 32 MB RAM

· 50 MB hard disk space

· 4x CD-ROM drive

· DirectX 7.0 or later-compatible sound and video cards.

  Order from http://amazon.com
Images

Old Time Transportation, CD-ROM and book. Electronic Clip Art for Macintosh and Windows

 It is an Original Dover (2003) publication. One CD ROM and paperback book are included with over 560 different permission free designs.  For information contact www.doverpublications.com
Books

Automobile books are found in the 629.2 section of your library.  

Suggested titles include:

Horvath, Dennis, and Horvath, Terri, Indiana Cars-A History of the Automobile in Indiana, Indianapolis, IN., Hoosier Auto Show and Swap Meet Inc., 2002. This book was the best resource I found.  It was very thorough and detailed.  The book includes a variety of beautiful photographs. It goes from the very first cars manufactured in Indiana to the present.

Bill, Jon M., Auburn Automobiles 1900-1936 Photo Archive, Hudson, WI. Iconografix, 2002. June 1 was the release date of this brand new book.  It shows pictures with very informative captions of the Auburn automobiles from 1900 to 1936.  It is available for purchase at www.amazon.com.

Haynes, Elwood, The Complete Motorist, Kokomo, IN., Reprinted by Shearer Printing Inc., 1977   Read in his own words Elwood Haynes manual he wrote for his automobiles.  It not only discusses the care of the automobile but the possibilities and responsibilities of operating this new invention.

Malbs, Josh B., Cord 810/812 The Timeless Classic, Krause Publications, 1995.  This is the complete story of the Cord and E.L.Cord from the time he began manufacturing his cars until the end. 

Bonsall, Thomas E., Avanti, Baltimore, Maryland, Story Run Press, 1978, 1994.  The Avanti was the first American car to have front disc brakes.  The book includes the history of the Avanti with many photographs and copies of manuals. 

Lamm, Michael, Holls, Dave, A Century of Automotive Style:100 Years of American Car Design, .  This is a very good history of American automotive design, complete with designers’ biographies, coachbuilder histories, descriptions of car company styling departments and discussions of trends in America.  It includes many Indiana built cars.

Extension and Conclusion

Indiana’s social studies standards stress the relationships between the present and the past.   Our current mobile society is a result of the evolution of the automobile.  With the increased use of the automobile came more roads and less use for other forms of transportation.  Many projects can be developed around this theme and the men who invented and designed these cars.

Economics is also social studies standard.  Learning about the rise and fall of companies teaches about supply and demand as well as production and consumption of goods.

Ann Hager Thomas, June 5, 2003. Pathfinder- Automotive History of Indiana
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