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The purpose of my pathfinder is to give inspiration to my fellow 6th grade teachers and myself through our first year of teaching with a new social studies text.  We have just adopted a new social studies textbook that we will be using for the first time next fall.  Our last social studies text focused strictly on geography.  This new one is aligned with the Indiana State Standards and covers world history.  It will be like starting all over from scratch.  

I am hoping that by creating this pathfinder, I will be giving us some great starting points, projects, and ideas.  We are a very creative and collaborative group.  We also utilize the computer lab more than the other two grades in our building.  Anytime we find something cool or interesting to do in the lab, we share it with each other and get our classes involved.    

When choosing the following resources, I always kept in mind our 6th grade students and teachers.  I asked myself many questions like, will the kids get anything out of this site?  Will this site be helpful to the teachers?  What can we do with this website?  

The following pathfinder will offer many resources on the topic:  Ancient Civilizations.  This includes people, places, culture, etc.  Our textbook covers ancient civilizations in Europe, Africa, Asia, and the Americas.  This is such a broad range, that I narrowed my focus down to mostly ancient civilizations in Europe.  When searching, I found an unbelievable amount of resources, so I have tried to narrow them down to the most beneficial ones.

Websites

“Ancient Greece”

http://www.ancientgreece.com/
This site is completely devoted to everything relating to ancient Greece.  It is very organized and contains a great deal of information.  The different categories offered are Olympics, history, art & architecture, mythology, people, wars, geography, and a list of other resources as well!  This web site is geared for grades 6-12.

“Best of History Web Sites”

http://www.besthistorysites.net/
This really is the BEST site I have run across for finding other web sites about history.  They even have a rating system to tell you how good the sites are.  You can search for websites about prehistory, ancient/biblical, medieval, modern European, etc.  You can also search for many lesson plans here too.  This site is a goldmine!  This web site would be best suited for teachers.

“Civilizations”

http://www.civilization.ca/
This Canadian website is very well maintained.  It offers current information on many aspects of civilizations, current and ancient!  You can take a virtual tour of King Tut’s tomb.  You can also read information on the first people, culture, history, archeology and arts of many different civilizations.  This web site would be best for grades 6 and up.

“Clip art for Social Studies”

http://school.discovery.com/clipart/category/socs3.html
Discovery School’s web site is a great place to find many things, and one thing I did find was free clip art!  It was easy to download and organized into categories.
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“GeoExplorer”

http://www.geoexplorer.co.uk/
This site is great to help supplement where these ancient civilizations are in the world!  They offer resources to maps, photos, puzzles, and many geography materials.  You can also be a virtual geologist and go on an exploration!  Many great resources to be found here!  Students can really brush up on their geography and map skills!  This site is aimed for grades K-12.

“Guardian’s Egypt”

http://www.guardians.net/egypt/
This site is by far the best site I have seen when it comes to photos.  This web site offers the best tour of the pyramids yet!  They show photos of the pyramids from every angle, inside and out!  The site does an excellent job in showing you how massive the pyramids really are compare to people.  Great photos, very organized, excellent tours, can’t say enough about it!

“Lesson Plans and Resources for Social Studies Teachers”

http://www.csun.edu/~hcedu013/
This site has won many awards since its start in 1996.  This web site contains literally hundreds of lesson plans on social studies topics, ranging from grades K-12.  It also offers many different teaching strategies and activities.  This site also offers many other resources, lists of MANY other web sites, and online activities.  It is obvious why this site is so popular and has won awards.  Excellent resource!

“National Geographic:  Secrets of Egypt”

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/pyramids/
This is a good visual site.  It contains some great maps and pictures.  You can explore the ancient pyramids and take an interactive adventure!  There’s a section for the kids where they can take a quiz on daily life in ancient Egypt, and a section of lesson plans for the teachers.

“Perseus Digital Library”

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/
This site offers information on many ancient topics, mythology, archaeology, the Renaissance, etc.  It also has two exhibits, the Ancient Olympics and Hercules.  A good site that offers valuable information.  This site is geared for the older grades:  6-12.

“Social Studies Sources”

http://www.indiana.edu/~socialst/
This site is a product of the IU campus in Bloomington Indiana.  This site will also give you lists of other great web sites that contain valuable information on ancient civilizations.  Here you will find lesson plans, Web Quests, and online video collections on many social studies topics like World History and Culture!  This site also offers links to sites about teaching strategies and professional development.  Great resource!

“The Internet Public Library:  Kidspace:  The Ancient World”

http://www.ipl.org/div/kidspace/browse/owd5300/
The Internet Public Library is such a great resource, and it proves to be true with ancient civilizations too!  This site is dedicated to bringing you resources that are appropriate and informational for kids.  This site offers links to other web sites about many different ancient cultures.  You can learn about mummies, Vikings, and visit museums.

“The 7 Wonders of the Ancient World”

http://ce.eng.usf.edu/pharos/wonders/
This award-winning site gives the reader just enough information about the 7 wonders of the ancient world without boring them to death!  This site is organized and focuses on the history and origins of each wonder.  Lots of good information.

Online Reference Resources

“Ask Oxford”

http://www.askoxford.com/
This is a great site!  For a dictionary, it is surprisingly kid friendly and appealing!  Lots of nice color and graphics.  Very easy to read and follow directions.  This would be particularly helpful when studying those big words in ancient civilizations that kids don’t know.  I looked up prehistory and they gave me the dictionary and thesaurus definitions plus other definitions like ancient!  They offer a word of the day, a quote of the week and other activities like crossword puzzles.  I was very impressed with this site!

“Encyclopedia.com”

http://www.encyclopedia.com/
This web site is powered by eLibrary.  The encyclopedia part of the site is free, but if you wander over to eLibrary, you will need to sign up for a free trial.  The encyclopedia is a great tool for students when needing some information regarding countries or people that we are studying in social studies.  It really is like having an encyclopedia right there in your computer!  There is a lot of information and many links to more information offered on this site and it is very kid friendly.  This is a great reference resource to use.

Databases

“INSPIRE”

http://www.inspire.net/
This is one of the largest, free databases I can find, and we would be crazy not to use it!  It is free to all Indiana residents.  This site hosts many databases that you can search in for free.  Some of them are Biography Resource Center, ERIC, and LitFINDER, which will find you the full text of many poems, stories, and essays.  There are many more that I haven’t listed.  Many of the databases are educational and helpful to teachers and students.  There is also an INSPIRE search for kids in grades K-6.  A great place to find information from magazines, articles, books, newspapers, etc.  

Educational Software

“TimeLiner”

http://www.tomsnyder.com/products/ProductList.asp?QryType=Subject&SubjectID=2
This is the website where you can look up more information on this program.  This is a product of the Tom Snyder Company, and this site lists many more software programs that would supplement out study of ancient civilizations.  I particularly liked TimeLiner (grade K-12) because it helps students to create and print time lines with the information that they put in.  (This would definitely meet the Indiana State standards!)  Other software programs to check out on this site are:  Mapmaker’s Toolkit (grades 4-12), All Star Review (grades 3-12), and Geography Search (grades 5-9).  These would be great supplements for our social studies program!

“Imagination Express:  Pyramids”

http://www.riverdeep.net/products/imagination_express/pyramids.jhtml
This software program is a product of River Deep Productions.  This web site will give you additional information on this program.  Imagination Express would be great for students because they would be able to create electronic books and movies, all based on the ancient Egyptian theme.  This would help build their writing skills!  Another wonderful addition to our study of ancient Egypt!  (For grades K-8.)

Books
In order to be more realistic and helpful, the following resources will be found at only two places for certain, our local DeMotte Public Library, or our own Kankakee Valley Intermediate School Library.  Other libraries may have them, but these are the two closest libraries that my fellow 6th grade teachers and myself can venture into for resources.

*Hint:  When searching the DeMotte Public Library for information on Ancient Civilizations, you should look in the juvenile non-fiction department call numbers 930-939 and in the adult non-fiction call numbers 930-939.  Each section held over 40 books on this topic.  The following is just a short list of the best ones I found.

“Ancient Greece! :  40 hands-on activities to experience this wondrous age”, by Avery
Hart, Williamson Pub., 1999.

This book will introduce you to the many people, places, myths and philosophies of ancient Greece.  They offer 40 hands-on activities like building an Ionic temple, pressing olives for oil, and making an early Greek theater.


Call number:  938 HAR
(KVIS)

“Ancient Medicine:  From Sorcery to Surgery” by Michael and Mary B. Woods.  Lerner

 Publishing Group, 2000.


This is a fascinating book that discusses the medicine and techniques used in the 


Stone Age, Ancient Egypt, Ancient Greece, Ancient Rome, and even Ancient

China and India.  Aimed at the elementary level, but with great information and pictures.  

Call number:  j610.9 WOO 
(DeMotte)

“Ancient Transportation:  From Camels to Canals” by Michael and Mary B. Woods. 

 Lerner Publishing Group, 2000.

This is another book in the Ancient Technology series.  It discusses how people traveled during the Stone Age, in the Ancient Middle East, Ancient Mesoamerica, Ancient Greece, Ancient Rome, Ancient Egypt, Ancient India and China.  Very similar in features to the “Ancient Medicine” companion.  

Call number:  j629.04 WOO
(DeMotte)

“Great Wonders of the World” by Russell Ash.  Dorling Kindersley, 2000.

This book discusses the 7 wonders of the Ancient World with some modern ones as well.  The pictures, illustrations, and photographs are great.

Call number:  930 ASH
(KVIS)

“Hatshepsut and Ancient Egypt” by Miriam Greenblatt.  Marshall Cavendish


 Corporation, 2000.

This book goes into detail of the everyday life of Hatshepsut.  It is aimed for the elementary student, is short and to the point, with great illustrations and information.  I found this book unique because I know our new text talks about this ruler specifically.

Call number:  j932.01 GRE
(DeMotte)

“Lost Cities” by Joyce Goldstern.  Enslow Publishers, 1996.  

This book discusses the five lost cities including ones like Troy, Pompeii, and Bonampak.  Talks about how archaeologists discovered them, how they study them, and why we need to learn about our past.

Call number:  930.1 GOL
(KVIS)

“Mystery history of the Trojan horse”, by Jim Pipe, Copper Beech Books, 1997.

Readers will follow clues, solve mazes, puzzles, and brainteasers, all to help them explore ancient Greek life and learn about the Trojan horse.

Call number: 938 PIP

(KVIS)

“The Crusades:  Christians at War” by Christine Hatt.  Evans Brothers Limited, 2000.

For such a deep topic, this book is very easy to read and is aimed for the elementary student.  This is a great source on Crusades and discusses the Islamic and Muslim worlds too.  Our Indiana State Standards require that we discuss and compare major world religions of our past and this book is a good start.

Call number:  j909.07 HAT
(DeMotte)

“The Earliest Civilizations” by Margaret Oliphant.  Simon & Schuster Young Books,

1993.

There are several books by this author and company, and they are great!  They are reading a pictorial time line!  They cover so much information and do it in order!  (Which also meets another one of our standards!)  This book covers time periods and topics from Nomadic hunters to the rise of Persia to the first empires of China.  This is a very useful book!

Call number: j930 OLI
(DeMotte) 

“The Seven Wonders of the Historic World” by Reg Cox & Neil Morris.  Silver Burdett 


Press, 1996,


This book discusses the 7 wonders of the historic world, which are different than

the ancient world.  This book talks about the Cave of Ten Thousand Buddhas,

Tenochtitlan, and five other wonders happening during the middle ages.  Very

nice illustrations and easy for elementary students to access information.


Call number:  j909.07 COX
(DeMotte)

Videos

“Ancient Egypt” by Discovery Channel School, 1997.

This is a 25-minute video, divided into three segments, and geared for grades 3-6.  This video will discuss hieroglyphics, the pyramids of Egypt, and take you down the Nile River to teach you about life 2000 years ago in ancient Egypt.  (KVIS Library)

“Ancient Greece” by Discovery Channel School, 2001.

This is a 25-minute video that is geared for grades 3-6.  It is divided into three segments in which they discuss Alexander the Great, Philosophy, and Mythology.  They introduce people like Socrates, Plato, and talk about the Greek gods and famous stories like “The Odyssey”.  (KVIS Library)

“Great Egyptians” by Discovery Channel School, 2000.

This is a 25-minute video that is geared for grades 3-6.  It is divided into three segments in which they discuss three great Egyptians:  Hatshepsut, Tutankhamen, and Cleopatra.  It won the Bronze Plaque at the 2000 Columbus International Film & Video Festival. (KVIS Library)

“Life in Ancient Rome” by Discovery Channel School, 2000.

This is a 25-minute video, aimed at grades 3-6.  This video discusses three aspects of life in Ancient Rome:  daily life, inventions, and government. This video will teach you what the people ate, what they wore, how they built the Colosseum, and how they helped lay the foundation of future democracies. (Just to name a few of the topics discussed.)  (Also found in KVIS Library.)

“The Great Pharaohs of Egypt”, by A&E Television Networks, Vol. 1-4, 1997.  

This 4 volume video documentary is very thorough.  Each tape is 50 minutes long.  Since this is a documentary the narration is very serious and it is not necessarily geared towards children.  I do believe that this is still a great resource for our 6th graders because it contains so many vivid pictures of ancient Egypt and is extremely informative.  (DeMotte Library) Call number:  VHS 932 PHA
“Times Medieval” by Discovery Channel School, 1997.

This is a 34 minute video aimed at children in grades 3-6.  This video is divided into 4 segments that discuss the Middle Ages and topics such as castles, armor, King Arthur, and feudal life.   (KVIS Library)

*Note:  I do not have a call number for the KVIS videos because they are not in our library yet, but will be there in the fall.
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